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The Tryal of Spencer Comper, Efq; &c\ 

I Die Mercurii i6 Julii, 1699. 

Proclamation was made for all perfons concerned to attend 
CI. of Arr, ^70U good Men that are empanell'd to enquire, ctt. anfwer to your names, and fave 
V your Fines. 

Then Ellts Ste^hens^ William Rogers and John Mctrfon being upon Bail, Proclamation 
was made for them to attend, which they accordingly did, and Mr. Cou-^er was brought into G)urt 
by the Under-Sheriff. 

C/. of An. Spencer Cozvper\io\A up thy hand, (which he did.) JJof-w 'Marfan hold up thy hand, (which 
lie did.) Ellis StexenshoXd up thy hand, (which he did.) Wtil'tam Rogers hold up thy hand, (which he did.) 

You (land Indifled by the Names of Spencer Confer, late of the Pari/h of St. Johns, in the Town of 
H.rtforA, in the County of Hertford, Efqj ]^ohn Marfon, late of the Parifh aforefaid, in the County afore- 
faid, Gentleman. Elln Stevens, late of the Parifh aforefaid, in the County aforefaid, (jentleman and 
U'lUiam 'R.ogers, late of the Parifh aforefaid, in the County aforefaid, Gentleman. For that you not 
havinq God before your eyes, but being moved and feduced by the inftigation of the Devil, on the thir- 
teenth day of March, \fk the Eleven Year of the Reign of hisprefent Majefly, by force and arms, stt. at 
the ParifH aforefaid, in tHe County aforefaid, in and upon one Sarah Stout Spinfter, in the Peace of God 
and our Sovereign Lord the King, then and there being, violently, felonioufly, voluntarily, and of your 
malice afore thought, did make an Aflault 5 and that you the aforefaid Spencer Qnvper, [}ohn Marfon, Ellis 
Stevens, and William Rogers, a certain'8.(5pe of no value, -ibdut the neck of the {siid Sarah then and there 
felonioufly, voluntarily, and of your malice aforethought, did put, place, fix and bind, and the neck 
and throat of the faid Sarah, then and there with the hands of you the faid Spencer Coioper, John Marfon^ 
Bits Stevens and William Rogers, felonioufly, voluntarily, and of your malice aforethought, did hold, 
fqueeze, and gripe: And' th:it you. the f^^A Spencer Cowper; John Marfon, E'lis St evens ^ ^nd William Roge;-/, 
with the aforefaid Rope,"' Vy you the -faid Spencer 'Cow|>fr, John Marfon, E'Ips Stevens and William KogerSy 
then as aforefaid about the neck of the aforefaid Sarah Stout put, placed, fixed, bound and by the fqueez - 
ing and griping of the neck and throat of the faid Sarah with the hands of you the faid Spencer Cowpery 
John Marfan. Ellts Stevens,and William Rogers a.s aforeikid, the faid ^^f"^^ Stout^then and there, by force of" 
arms, felonioufly, voliihtarily, And of yoilr malice'aforeMiought, did choak and flran^de ; by reafon 
of which choaking and fl:ranglimg of her the faid Sarah Stout, by you the aforefaid Spencer Cowper, John. 
Marfon, Ellfs Stevens and William Rogers, with the faid Rope about the neck of the faid Sarah Stout as 
aforefaid, placed, fixed and bound, and by the fqueezing and griping of the neck and throat of the faid 
Sarah with the hands of you the faid Spencer Cozvper^ John Marfan, E'lis Stevens add William' Rogers, as afore- 
faid, the faid Sarah then and ttiere inft^ntly dyed ; And fo you the faid Spencer Coivper, John Marfan, Etlis 
Stevens and William Rogers, the faid Sarah Stout, on the thirteenth day of March, in the year aforefaid, 
in the Parifli aforefaid, in the County aforefaid, in manper and form aforefaid, felonioufly, voluntarily, 
and of your malice aforethought, did kill and murder anti the faid Sarah Stout, as aforefaid, by you 
the fajd Spencer Confer, John Marfan^ Ellis Stevens and William Rogers, felonioufly, voluntarily, and out 
of your malice aforethought, choaked and flirangled. into a certain River, there being called the Priory 
River then fecretly and malicioufly did put and caft, to conceal and hide the f^id Sarah Stout fo murder- 
ed, againft the Peace of our Lord the King, his Crown and Dignity, cp>c. How fay'ft thou. Spencer Cowfer^ 
art thou Guilty of the felony and Murder whereof thou ftand'ft Indi£i:ed, or not Guilty ? 
]Wr. Confer. Not Guilty. CI. of Arr. Culprit. How wilt thou be tried ? 

Mr. Confer. By God and my Country. 
CI. of Arr. God f<nd ypu la good deli^eranqe. 

Then the othef three pleaded like\^ife,Not Guilty, and put therafelvcs upon their Country in man- 
ner afbrefcdj ^ i ^ _ ■ 
'-i.tUit Then Proclamation was made for Information. 
C\. of Arr. You the Prifoners at tke Bar, Thefe men that you fliall hear calUd, and perfonally appear, 
are to pais between our Soveraign Lord the King and you, upon Trial of your feveral Lives and Deaths ; 
Therefore if you will challenge 'em, or any of 'em, your time to fpeak is as they come to the Book to be 
Sworn, before they be Sworn. 

Then the Pannel was called over. 
CI. •f Arr. Do you defign to joyn in your Challenges, or to Challenge feperately ? 
Mr. Confer, If we fliould Challenge feparately, there rnuft be fo many feparate Tryals, and therefore 
to prevent the trouble of the Court, I am willing there fhould be but one Challenge for all. 
CI. of Arr. Gentlemen, Do you all agree to that ? Prifoners. Yes, yes. 

Then after fome Challenges, as well on the part of the King as of the Prifoners, there not hzma a 
full Jury of the principal Pannel : 
Mr. Confer, If your Lordfliip pleafe, the Pannel is now gone through, I defire they may fliev/ fome le- 
wal Caufe for their Challenges. 

^ Mr. Jones, I conceive we that are retain'd for the King are not bound to fliew any Caufe, or the Ciufe 
is fufficient if we fay they are not Good for the King, and that is allow'd to be a good Caufe of Challen- 
ges, for what other Caufe can we (hew in this Cafe. You are not to fliew your Caufe, you Challenge 
peremptorily, fo in this Cafe the King does. - - _ ; 

Mr. Confer, ^y L"Or^, Lftand at the Bar with fome difad vantage, to encounter a Gehtlerhan that liatK ' 
no Concernment 5 but however, I do take it for Law, that there muft be a.t^iufe flicw'd, and that Caufe 
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muft be a legal one, and what that Caufe is they muft certainly make out. 1 do think it ought to appear 
that there is ioaie relation, or fome notorious Atfe6lion or Friendfhip, or fomething of that forr, or o- 
therwifc is not a legal (>au fc of Challenge j and if there feem to be any difficulty in this particular, I 
hope your Lordfliip will alfign me Councel to argue it with the Kings Councel. 

Mr. Baron Hfutjc/I, Mr. Cowper^ you are not under fuch difadvantagc as men ufually are that ftand where 
you now do. You h;ve been educated in the iludy of the Law, and underftand it very well, I have fe- 
veral times feen how you have manag'd your Clients Caufes to their advantage. As for this matter of 
Challenge, Mr. 3o-'ies^' 1 think you fhould fhew your Caufe of Challenge, tho' the Law allows the Prifo- 
ner the liberty to Challenge zo peremptorily. 

Mr. 'Jones, I don't know, in all my pra6tice of this nature, that it was ever put upon the King to fhew 
Caufe, and I believe fome ot the Kings Councel will fay they have not known it done. 

Mr. Confer y In L. Ch. Juftice Hales's Plsas of the Crc-M^^ f>, 259. it is exprefsly fo, and in the Statute of 
53 I. 'tis faid the King fliall not Challenge without Caufe and that mult be legal. 

a. of Arr, Call Daniel Clarke. 

Mr. Baron Hat(Jell. Mr. JoneSy if you can fay any Jury-man hath faid any thing concerning this Caufe, 
and given his Verdict by way of difcourie, or fhew'd his affection one way or other, that would be good 
Caufe of Challenge. 

Mr. 'Jones. My Lord, then we fliould keep you here while to morrow morning. 

Mr. Baron hfatjfeli. If there hath been any great Friendfliip between any Jury- man and the party, it 
will look ill if he be infifted upon. 

Mr. Cozvper. My Lord, I don't infifl: upon it, but I profefs I know of no Friend/hip, only that Mr. 
Clarke in Eleftions hath taken our Intereif in Town ; I know I have a juft Caufe, and I m ready to be 
tryed before your Lordfhip and any fair Jury of the County ^ therefore I do not infill upon it. 

Then the Jury fworn was as followeth ; 
Evan. Lloyd, Efqj John Harron-'y Thomas Parotty Ric fc. Crouch, 

William iVatfony George HolgatCy C J Sam. Wallinghamf John Cocksy 

John Priory John Stracey. ^ ^ Francis Colcy Rich. Dickinfon, 

Mr. Coufer. My Lord, I humbly move that I may have Pen, Ink and Paper. 
Mr. Baron Hatfell. Ay, by all means. 

CI. of Arr. Hold up your hand, (which he did) And fo of the reft. 
You of the Jury look upon the Prifoners, and hearken to their Charge. They ftand Indi6led by the 
names of, c^c. (?roiit in the Indiflment (^mtitatii mutandti.') 

Jury. My Lord, we defire we may have Pen, Ink and Paper. 

Clerk.of the Ajp^e, There are three of the Jury defire Pen, Ink and Paper. 

Mr. Baron Hat fell. Let as many have it as will. " 

Mr. Jones. May it pleafe your Lord/hip, and you Gentlemen that are fworn, I am of Councel for the 
King in this Caufe, and it is upon an Indictment by which the Gentlemen at the Bar ftand accus'd for 
one of the fouiett and moft wicked Crimes almoft that any Age can remember ; I believe in your Coun- 
ty you never knew a fa£t of this nature : For here is a young Gentlewoman of this County murdef'd and 
Itrangled in the night time. The thing was done in the dark, therefore the Evidence cannot be fo 
plain as otherwife might be. 

After fhe was ftrangled and murder d, fhe was carried and thrown into a River to ftifle the fa6l, and 
to make it fuppos'd that flie had murder'd herfelf 3 that it was indeed, if it prove otherwife, a double 
Murder, and a Murder accompanied with all the Circumftances of Wickednefs and Villany that I re- 
member in all my Practice, or ever read of. 

This Fa6t, as it was committed in ihe night time, fo it was carried very fecret, and it is very well we 
have had fo much light as we have to give fo much fatisfadtion : For we have here in a man- 
manner two Tryals, one to acquit the party that is dead, and to fatisfie the world, and vindi- 
cate her reputation that flie did not murder herfelf, but was murder'd by other Hands. For my 
part, I ftiall never Councel in the cafe of Blood aggravate j I will not improve or enlarge the Evidence 
at all, it ihall be only my bufinefs to fct the Fact as it is, and to give the Evidence, and ftate it as it 
ftands here in my Inltrudtions. 

My Lord, for that purpofe, to le^d to the Fa£l, it will be neceflary to inform you that upon Monday 
the 13th o^ Marchy the firft day of the laft Affizes here, Mr. Confer, one of the Gentlemen at the Bar, 
came to .this Town, and lighted at Mr. B^jv/oo^'s Houfe, and ftaid there fome time, I fuppofe, to dry 
himfelf, the weather being dirty, but fent his Horfe to Mrs. Stout's, the Mother of this Gentlewoman. 
Some time after he came thither himfelf, and din'd there, and ftaid till 4 in the afternoon 5 at 4 when 
he went away, he told them he would come and lodge there that night, and Sup. 

According to his word he came there, and had the Supper he defired, after Supper Mrs. Stout the 
-YOung Gentlewoman and he fat together till near 1 1 a Clock. At 11 a clock there was orders given to 
warm his Bed openly to warm his Bed, in his hearing. TheMaid of the houfe,Gent. upon this went up ftairs 
to warm his Bed, expecting the Gent, would have come up and followed her before ftie had done, but it 
feems while flie was warming of the Bed ftie heard the door clap together, and the nature of that door 
is fuch, that it makes a great noife at the clapping of it to, that any body in the Houfe may be fenfible 
of any ones going out. The Maid upon this was concern'd, and wonder 'd at the meaning of it, he 
promifing to lye there that night 5 ftie came down, but there was neither Mr. Coufer nor Mrs iVoKf, fo 
that we fuppofe, and for all that we can find and learn, they muft go together. After their going out, 
the Maid and Mother came into the Room, and the young Gentlewoman not retutning, nor tAvCovjfer, 
they fat up all night, in the houfe, expecting what time the young Gentlewoman would return. 
The next morning after they h.ad fat up all night, the firft news of this Lady was, that ftie lay floating 
and fwlmming in the water by the Mill-Dam. Upon that there was feveral pcrfons call'd j for it was a fur- 
pnV.e how this ftiould come to pafs. There ftie lay floating with her Petticoats and Apron, but l.er 
Nioht rail and Morning-gown were off, and one of them not found till fome tim;- aftcr^ an4 the Maid 
will "ive you an account how it came to be found. This 



This n)atlc a greit 'iolfcr in the Country j for it was very extraordinary, it hapning, that from the time 
the Maitl left Mr Co-^/^tr and this young Gentlewoman together.lhe was not feen or heard (•ftill next mor- 
ning, wh-u file was found in this condition, with her Eyes broad open, floating upon the water. 

When her Body came to be view'd it was tery much wonder'd at ; For in the firft place it is contrary 
to nature, tl at any perfons that drown themlelves, ihould float upon the water. We have luffieienr E 
vidence that it is a thing that never was 5 if Perfons come alive into the water th^in they fiiij<, if dead 
then they fvvim, that made fome more curious to look into this matter. At firlt it was thought that 
fuch an accident might happen, though they could not imagin any caufe for this vv©man to do fo, who 
had fo great Profperjtv, had fo good an Eftate, and had no occafion to do an a£fion upon her felf fo wic- 
ked and fo barbarous, nor cannot learn what reafon flie had to induce her to fuch a thing. Upon view 
of the Body it did appear there had been violence ufed to the woman, there was a creafe round her 
Keck, Hie was bruifed about her Ear, fo that it did feem as if /he had been flrangled cither "by'l-tands 
or a Rope. 

Gentlemen, uoon the examination of this matter, it was wondred how this matter came about, it was 
dark and blind. The Coroner at that time, nor thefe People had no Evidence given but the ordinary 
Evidence, and it pafs'd in a day. We mull call oar Witnefles to this Fa£i, that of neceflity you mufl 
conclude fhe was rtrangled, and did not drown her felf: If we give you'asflrong a proof as can be upon 
the nature of the Faft, that flie was (Wrangled, then the fecond matter under your enquiry will be, to 
know who, or what perfons fliould be the men that did the Fad:. I told you before it was, as all wick- 
ed a61:icns arc, a matter of darknefs, and done in fecret, to be kept as much from the knowledge of men 
SIS was polftble. 

Truly, Gentlemen, as to the Perfons at the Bar, the Evidence «f the Fad will be very fhort, and will 
be to this purpofe. 

Mr Cou'per was the laft Man unfortunately in her Company, I could wiili he had not been fo with all 
my heart, 'tis a very unfortunate thing, that his Name il\ould upon this occafion be brought upon the 
Staoe ; but then, my Lord, it was a ftrange things here happens to be three Gentlemen, Mr Marfon^ 
Mr K.^^''^, and Mr Stevens^ as to thefe 3 men, my Lord, I don't hear of any bufinef'^ they had here, unlefs 
it was to do this matter, to fervc fome Intereft or Friend, that fent them upon th s mefljsje, for, my 
Lord, they came to Town (and in things of this nature, *tis well we have this Evidence, but if we had 
not been ttreightned in time it would have brought cut more, thefe things come oui fiowly) thefe per- 
fons, Mr Stevensy Mr Rogers^ and Mr Mar/eg came to Town here on the 1 3th of March laO, the Affiz- d?.y : 
My Lord, when they came to Town, they came to an Houfe, and took Lodgmgs at one Gj<; r :'s, they 
took a Bed for two and went out of their Lodsjing, having taken a Room with a large Bed in it, and af- 
t-erwards they went to the Glove and Dolphin, and then about 8 a Clock one Marfan came to them there ; 
in what company they came, your Lordfhip anei the Jury will know by and by, they f aid there, my 
Lord, at the G/oxr, from 8 a Clock to 1 1, as they fay. At 11 thefe three Gentlemen came ali in to their 
Lodging together to this Gurrey's ; my Lord, when thef came in, it was very obferv.ible amonvft them^ 
unlefs there had been a fort of fate in it: ift, That they fhouid happen to be m the condition they 
were in and zdly, fall upon the difcourfe they did at that time ; for, my Lord, they call'd for Fire, 
and theVire was made them, and while the people of the houfe were going about, they obfcrved and 
heard thefe Gentlemen talk of Mrs Sarah Stout^ thzt happened to be their difcourfe, one faid to the other, 
M -' fan, fh.e was an old Sweetheart of yours: Ay, faith he, but fhe caft me off, but I reckon by this 
time a Friend of mine has done her bufinefs 5 another piece of difcourfe was, I believe a Friend of mine 
ts even with her by this time. They had a bundle ofjLinnen with them, but what it was is not known, 
and one takes the bundle and throws it upon the Bed, well, faith he, her bufinefs i^ done, Mrs Sarah 
Srotit's courting days are over, and they fent for Win*', my Lord ; fo after they had drank of the Wine 
they talk'd of it, and one pulled out a great deaj of Mony, faith one to another, what Mony have you 
fpent to day ? Saith the other, thou hafl had 40 or 50 /. for thy fliare : Saith the other, I will fpcnd all 
the Mony 1 have, for joy the bufinefs is done. 

My L,ord, this difcourfe hapned to be among them, which made the People of the Houfe confider 
and bethink themfelvcs, when the next day they heard of this Mrs Stottt's being found in the water, this 
made them recalled and call to mind all thefe difcourfes. 

My Lord, after thefe Gentlemen had ttaid there all night, next Morning truly it was obferv'd (and t 
fuppofe {omc account will be given of it) that Mr Confer and they did meet together, and had fevcral 
difcourfes, and that very day went out of Town, and I think as foon as they came to Hoddefdoriy made it 
all their difcourfe and bufinefs to talk of Mrs Stout. 

Mv Lord, we will call our Witneffes, and prove all thefe Fads that I have opened to yoar Lordfhip, 
and then I hope they will be put to give you fome account how all thefe matters came about. 

Call Sarah Walker (wh© was fworn) 
Mr. ^onesy Mrs ^fii/J^i* pray give an account to my Lord and the Jury, qf Mr. Cov.fer*s coming to your 
houfe the 13th of \iarch, and what was done from his coming there at night to his going out. 

Strah Walker. May it pleafe you, my Lord, on fridtjy before the laft Afflzes, Mr Co-^pe/s Wife fent a 
Letter to Mrs Stout, that me might exped Mr Confer at the AfTize time, and therefore we expeded Mr 
Cozifer at that time, and .iccordingly provided 5 and as he came in with the Judges, fhe ask'd him if he 
would alight, he faid no, by reafon I come in later than ufual, I will go into the Town and fliow my 
felf but he would fend his Horfe prefently ; flie ask'd him, how long it would be before he woulcl 
come, becaufe they would ftay for him ; he faid, he could not tell, but he would fend her word, and 
Ihe thought he had forgot, and fent me down to know, whether he would pleafe to come j he faid, he 
had bufineff, and he could not come juft then, but he came in lefs than ft quarter of an hour after, and 
din'd there, and he went away at 4 a Clock, and then myMiflrefs askt him, if he would lie there, and 
he anfwered yes, and he came at night about 9 a Clock, and he fat talking abgut half an hour, and then 
caird for Pen, Ink and Paper, for that, as he faid, he was to write to his W^ife, which was brought him, 
atid hp wrote a Letter, 9^Tid then iny Miftrefs went and ask'd hisn, what he would have for Supper, he 
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fail! Milkj by reafon he haa mad^ a good Dinner j and I got him his Sapper and iie Cut it, after fiie cal- 
led me in again, and they were talking together, and then flie bid me make a Fire in his Chamber, and 
when I had done fo I came and toid him of it, and he look'd at me, and made me no anfucr f then fi .c 
bid me warm the Bed, which accordingly I went up to do as the Clock Itruck i r, and in about a quar- 
ter of an hour, 1 heard the door fnut, and I thought he was gone to carry the Letter, and Itaid about a 
quarter of an hour longer and came down, and he was gone and fhe, and Mrs Stour the Mother, ask'd 
ine the reafon why he went out when I was warming his Bed, and flie askt me for my Miftrefi, and I 
told her, 1 left her with Mr Conper, and I nerer faw her after that,nor did Mr Qn-^-per return to the houle. 

Mr !?owf<-, How long did you fit up ? V/alkert All night. 

Mr jones^ What time next morning did you fee her ? Walker^ About 7 a Clock. 

Mr 3ones^ In the Water, or out ? U'alker^ Out of the Water. 

Mr Corjbtr, Pray will you recoUefl a little,and be very particular as to the time when I went out at night. 

Walkery Sir, It was a quarter after 1 1 by our Clock, the difference between the Town Clock and ours 
was half an hour. 

Mr Collet/-, But you fay by your Clock it was a quarter after 11. Walker, les Sir. 

Mr Coat/?fr, Pray what account did you give, as to the time, to the Coroner's Inquelt ? 
Walkp', I faid then it was 11, or a quarter after r r, when I heard the door fliut. 
Mr Covjper, Pray was Mrs Stout prefent with the Coroner's Inqueft when you gave that account ? 
JVcilkery Yes, fhe was. 

Mr Coii/'f/*, Pray what account did you give as to the time before my L. C. Ji Holt ? 
Walker, I gave the account that it was 11, or a quarter of an hour after. 

Mr Co-dfer, In her Depofitions there is half an hours difference, for then fhe faid it was half an hour 
after i o. Mr. Baron Hat fell, Which Clock was earlieft, yours or the Town Clock ? 

Walker, Ours was half an hour fafter than theirs. 
Mr !?owe/, So then it wanted a quarter of 1 1 by the Town Clock. 
Mr Cou-per, How came you to know this ? 

Walke^y By reafon that Dinner was dreft at the Cooks, and it was order'd to be ready by 1 a Clock, 
and it was ready at 2 a Clock by the Town Clock, and half an hour after 2 by ours. 

Mr Qou-per, When you came down and mift your Miftrefs, did you enquire after her all that night ? 

Walker y No Sir, I did not go out of the doors j I thought you were with her, and fo I thought fhe 
would come to no harm. 

Mr Cou-pery Here is a whole night fhe gives no account of. Pray Miftrefs why did not you go after her? 

Walkery My Miftrefs would not let me. Mr Coufer, Why ftiould fhe not let you ? 

Walkf ry I faid I would fee for her : No, faith fhe, by reafon if you go and fee for her, ahd do not find 
her, it will make an alarm over the Town, and there may be no occafion. 

Mr Coufery Did your Miftrefs ufe to fiay out all night ? Wctlkf>\ No, never. 

Mr Coufery Have not you (aid fo ? Walker , I never faid fo in my life. 

Mr Covper, Pray Mrs Walker did you never take notice that your Miftrefs was under Melancholy ? 

Wall^fy I don't fay but Jfhe was melancholy 5 fhe Was ill fot fome time, and I imputed it to her illnefs, 
and I know no other caufe. 

Mr Coupery Have you not often told people that your Miftrefs was a thelancholy perfoo,upon 3*our Oath? 

Wnlkf'', I have faid fhe hath been ill, and that made her melancholy. 

Mr Coivpery I will ask you this queftion ; Pray did you ever purchafe any Poifon, more or lefs, within 
thefe twelvemonths ? Walker^ Yes Sir, I did fo, and can tell what it was for. 

'M.r Coivper, By whofe order ? Walkfry By my own order. 

Mr Cou'pery Did you buy Poifon but once> upon your Oath ? 
WalkcTy I believe I might buy twice. Mr Coufery Where ? 

Walkfy Of Mr Ltidman. Mr Coitfery Both times tiiere ? Walkfry Yes. 

Mr Coufery Of him ? Walker, No, of the young man. 

Mr Coufery Did you ever buy any Poifon at LutoK ? Walkery No. 

Mr Coufery Did you ever buy any by your Miftreffes order, or of one Mrs Crookfy upon your Oath ? 
Walker, No, I never did. 

Mr Coufer, Pray at what time Was it yoii bought this Poifon you fpCak of ? 

Walker, I can't remember. Mr Confer^ Pray recolle6l your felfi 

Walker, It was within this half Year to be fiire. 

Mr Coufrr, What was the name of the Poifon you askt for? Walker, I askt for ii'fcir? Mercury. 

Mr Csufer, She faith I paft by her Miftreffes houfe, and went direftly to Mr Barefdot\ pray did not 
you come to Mr Barefoot's after me ? Walker^ Yes Sir. 

Mr Cowper, Pray did you give the fame account before the Coroner, when this matter Was enquired 
into, that you have now done ? Walker, Yes I did as near a6 I can tell. 

Mr Co-j-per, Did you give this account in fubftance ? Walker, Yes I did; 

Mr Baron Hat fell, Mr Coufer, I fuppofe you don't mean in relation to the Poifon. ' 

Mr Coufer, My Lord I mean in relation to fo much of the Evidence which fhe fioW gives, aftd parti- 
cularly relpe^ls me. For what end or purpofe did you buy it ? Wal. I bought it to poifon a Dog* 

Mr Cou^per, Why fhould you poifon the Dog ? 

WaV'^r, It was a Dog that us'd to haunt our Houfe, that did us a great deal of mifchief, but that did 
not do, fo I bought it a ad time. Mr Co'xfer, Who gave it to the Dog ? 

jyalkcr, 'Twas another maid did give it to the Dog. 

Mr Couiper, Why did you then fwear it was given the Dog. Walker, Sir I faw it given. 

Mr Coufer, Did your Miftrefs know of it ? Walkery Yes fhe did know of it afterwards. 

Mr Coufe-y How did you give it ? Walkery In Warm Milk. 

Mr Coufer, How did the Milk look ? Walkery It did not look difcouler'd in the Icaft. 

Mr Baron Vstfell^ You faid juft pp\F your Miftrefs was ill, and that cJade her melancholy, what illnefs 

a was 
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was it ? U'n!ks>'i My Lord Hic had a grcaf pain in her Head. 

Mr Baron W.tfe/fy How long had flic been troubled with it ? 

£ver fince lall 'May was twelvemonths was the beginning of it. 
Mr joncs, D)d you ever find her in the leaft inchn'd to do her klf a mifchief ? 
11. Her, No, I never did. 

Mr Con-per, You bought Poifon twice, did yOu give all the Poifon you bought to the Dog ? 

Waller, Yes. Mr Ccu-prr, The fidt and the laft ? 

WJker, Yei the whole. Mr Co%r, How much did you buy ? 

JV.ifk'r, I am not certain how much I bought. 

Mr CoTvper, Pray what mifchief did it do the Dog ? 

Walker, I cannot tell, he may be alive till now for ought I know. 

Mr Coviper, What mifchief did the Dog do ? 

Wa/ke^'y A great deal, he threw down feveral things and broke them. 
• Mr ^onesy Did Mr Ceu/jfr, upon your Oath, hear Mrs Stmt give you order to make his Fire and warm 
his Bed ? IValker, He knows beft whether he heard it or no ; but he fat by her when fhe fpoke it. 
Mr 'Jones, Did fhe fpeak it fo as he might hear ? Walker^ Yes ihe did, for he was nearer than I, 

Mr 'jones. And did he contradift it ? V/al'ier, Not in the leaft. 

Mr 3ones, Was it the Old or Young Woman, that gave you the order ? Walker, The Young woman 
Mr Covjper, Pray did the Dog lap it, or did ydu pour it down his Throat, upon your Oath ? 
Walker, No, he !apt it upon my O^th. 

Mr ^ones. Did Mr Cotvper fend for his Horfe from your Houfe the next day ? 

Walk^^i 1 can't fay that, I Was not in the way. Mr ^(mes. Did he come to your houfe afterward? 

Wc.V<er, No I'm fure he did not. Mr Jones, Was the Horfe in your Stable when it was fent for ? 

Walker, Yes Sir. 

Mir And he did not come to your Houfe again, before he went out of Town ? 
Walkf^i No Sir. Mr Jones, Do you know which way he went out of Town ? 

Walker, No Sir. Mr Baron Hatjell, Did Mr Ccuprr ufe to lodge at your Houfe at the AfTizes ? 

Walker, No my Lord, not fince I came there, the Seffions before he did. 

Mr Couper, Where did you come to invite me to dinner ? Walker^ At Mr Barefoot' s. 

Mr Coivper, Then you knew I was to lodge there ? 

Mr Baron Hatfell, Who wrote the Letter on Friday, that Mr Cowper was to lodge there ? 
\>Jall{er, I know not who wrote it, his Wife fent it. 

Mr Jofies, Did he tell you he would lodge there that night before he went away ? 
Walkert When he went firom Dinner he faid fo. 

Mr Call James Berry f who was fworn) Now, my Lord, we will give Evidence, of the manner 

how fhe was found. Mr Berry, do you remember when Mrs Stout was found' by your Mill ? 
Betiyy No indeed I do not know juft what day it was. 

Mr Jo^ls, When you found her, do you remember how, in what manner fhe was found ? 
Berry, Yes, I went out in the morning to fhoot aflafh of water by <J a Clock, and "! faw fomething a. 
floating in the water, fo I Went out to fee what it was, and I faw part of her Cloaths. 
Mr Jones, Did you fee her Face ? Berry, No, not then. 

Mr Jones, Was her Face under Water, or above ? 

Berry, No pai-t of her Body was above Water, only fome part of her Cloaths. 

Mr Jones, How many foot deep might the Water be ? Berry, Five foot deep. 

Mr Jones, And how much was fhe under Water, do you conceive ? 

Berry, She might be under Water about 5 or <J inches. 

Mr Jones, Then her whole Body was not under Water, Wis it ? Berry, Yes, 

Mr. Jones, Was her Face under Water ? Berry, Yes. 

Mr Baron Hatfell, Did fhe lie upon her face, or her back ? Berry, She lay upon her fide. 

Mr Jones, When fhe was taken out, were her eyes open or fhut ? 

Berryt Her eyes were open. Mr Jones, Was fhe fwell'd with Water ? 

Berry ^ I did not perceive her fwell'd j I was amaz'd at it, and did not fo much mind it as I fliould. 

Mr Jones, But you remember her eyes were flaring open ? Berry, Yes. 

Mr Jones, Did you fee any marks or bruifes about her ? Berry, No. 

Mr Confer, Did you fee her legs? Berry, No, ! did not. 

Mr Conf er, They were not above Water ? Berry, No. 

Mr Confer, Could you fee them under Water ? i^^ry, I did not fo much mind it. 

Mr Confer, Did (he lie ftraieht or double, driven together by the ftream ? Berry, I didn't obfervc. 

Mj Covfer, Did you not obferve Weeds and Trumpery under her ? 

Berry, There was no Weeds at that time thereabouts. 

Mr Jones, Was the Water clear ? ^ Berry, No, it was thick Water. 

iAr Jones, Was there any thing under her in the Water, to prevent her finking ? 
Berry, No, I do not know there was, fhe lay on her right fide, and her right arm was driven bctweeo 
the ftakes, which are within a fo«t of one another. 

Mr Jones, Did any thing hinder her from finking ? Berry, Not that I faw. 

Mr Jo»es, Did you h«lp to take her out from the ftakes ! Bcn:y, No.- 

Mr Jones, Call John Venahles. 

Mr Covster, Mr Berry, if I underftand you right, you fay her right arm was driven between the ft ikes, 
and her head between the ftakes, could you perceive her right arm, and where washer L^ft arm ? 
Berrs, Within a fmall matter upon the Water. 
Mr Baron Hatfell, Did you fee her head and arm between the ftakes ? 
Btrry, Tes, her arm by one ftake, and her head by another. 
Mr Did the arm h^ng down, or how ? 



^7) 

Berryt I did not mind Co much as I might have done. 

(Then John VenMes was Sworn) 
Mr. 'jones^ Did you fee Mrs Stout when fl^e was taken out of the Water, and as flie lay In it ? 
VenahUsy Yes. Mr. 5o«"> Give an account how you found her. 

Vefidoleiy She was floating upon the Water. 
lAr. "Jones, How 5 Was all her Body, or what part in the Water ? 

Venuhlesy She lay upon her right fide, and this arm upon the Water, ratker above the Water, her Ruf- 
fles were above the Water. Mr. Jones^ Did you help to take her out ? 
yenablesy No Sir. M-. Jones, Were her eyes open ? 
Venahles, Her eyes were open when I faw her, but I did not fee her when Ihe was taken out. 
Mr Jones, Did any thing hinder her from finking ? 
Ver.ahles, I faw nothing to hinder her if Ihe would have funk. 

Mr Jones, Call Leonard Dell (Who was Sworn) Did you fee this Mrs Stout in the Water? 
Dell, Yes. Mr Jones, Pri> tell us in what pofture fhe was found. 

Dell, 1 faw her floating in the River, I faw her Face and her Cloaths. 
Mr Jones, Were her Cloaths all above the Water ^ 
Dell, Her Stays and her Coat that fhe had next her. 

Mr Jones, Were thefe plainly above the Water ? Dell, Some part of them. 

Mr Jones, Did you fee her face, was that above the Water ? 

Dell, No Sir, it was between the Piles, fhe lay on her right fide, and her head was between the ftake% 
and her right arm. Mr Jones, Did you help to take her out of the Water ? 

Dell, Yes. Mr Jones, Did any thing hinder her from finking ? 

Dell, Neither flakes nor any thing there. ^ Mr Jones, Did her arms or neck flick to the fldkes ? 
Ddl, Not to my thinking. Mr Jones, Was the Water clear, or weedy ? 

Dell, It was very clear. Mr Jones, How many foot deep was it? 

Dell, I know not but it might be 5 foot deep. 
Mr Jones, Did you help to take her out of the Water ' 

Dell, Yes Sir, and we took her and carried her^into the meadow juft by^ and laid her on the bank* 
Mr Jones, Did you obferve her face, neck or arms to be bruifed ? Dell, I faw no bruife at all. 

Mr. Confer, How did you know but her right arm did reach to the ground, fince you did not fee it ? 
Dell, We could fee her arm lie in this manner between the Piles, the right arm was downwards, fot 
Ihe lay on one fide. 

Juryman, Did you fee any arm above in the Water ? D.//, No» 

Mr. Baron HatJJ'eU, You /hould propofe your Queftions to the Court. 
Jurym. My Lord, I defire to ksow where was her left arm. 

Mr. Baron Hat fell. Where was her left arm / Delf, I can't tell how It did lie, I did not obferve it. 

Mr. Baron Hat/Jell, When you took her out of the Water, did you obferve her body fwell'd? 
Dell, We carried her into the meadow, and laid her on the bank fide, and there fhe lay about an hour 
and then was order'd to be carried into the Miller's. 

Mr. Baron Hatjfell, Did you obferve that any Water was in her body ? 

Dell, None at all that I could fee, but there was fome fmall matter of froth Came from her iriouth aiwi 
noftrils. Jwyman, My Lord, I defire to know whether her Stayes were lac'd ? 

Dell, Yes flie was lac'di Mr* Covffer, Ay, I take you right, you fay flie was ftrait-lac'd* 

Dell, Her Stayes were lac*d. 

Mr. Coivper, And you fay there was froth and foam came out of her mouth and noftrils ? 
Dc//, Yes Sir. Mr Jones, Pray what quantity ? 

Dell, I could hold it all in the palm of my hand. 
Mr. Couper, How was fhe taken out of the Water ? 

Dell, My Lord, we flood upoa the Bridge, I and another man, where fhe lay, and he laid hpld of her, 
and took her out. 

Mr Jones, And did you not perceive flie was hung ? 
Dell, No, my Lord. 

Mr Coivper, Pray where was fhe laid when fhe was taken out ? 
Dell, In the place called the Hoj^ers jufl by. 

Mr Couper, How long did fhe lie there Dell, About an hour. 
Mr Confer, Did you flay there all that time ? Dell, Yes. 

Mr Confer, And did the froth continue to ifliie from her mouth and noflrils ? 
Air. Baron Hatfell, He told you, Mr Cotvfer, he could hold it all on the palm of his hand. 
Hit Jones, Call John U/fe (Who was Sworn; Did you fee Mrs 5'ro«r when fhe was takeiv 

outof the Water? Ulfe, Yes. 

Mr ^ones. Give an account of the condition flie was in. 
Ulfe, She lay on on£ fide, I help'd to take her out. 
Mr Jcnfs, Did flie hang or flick by any thing? • 

XJlfe, There was nothing at all to hold her up 5 fhe lay between a couple of flakes, but the flakes 
eouldnothold her up. , ' ^ , mr ^ 

Mr Jones, Did you fee her after fhe wts taken out. Ulp, les. 

Mr Jitnes, Did any Water come out of her ? 
Vlftt Nothing at all, only a little fi-oth came out of her noftrils. 

Mr Jones, Call KatK Den', (Who was Sworn) Did yoU fee Mrs Stottt takcil out of the River ? 
Deu', Yes. JoneSf Did you fee her in the River before ? 

Deu'f Yes Sir. 

Mr Jones, How did flie lie in the River > 

Dey^y She lay fide ways^ with her Eyw broad open, and hjf|^Teeth clenched fjrfl into hcs Head, 

with 
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V ith Water flowing a little from licr Face, fome Part of her, and licr Pctilcoat!, were above W ater. 
Mr. Jams, Did nothing hold her from finking ' Dctp. Her rl<;hr Arm lay agiiinft the Stake 

Mr. Jones. Did you fee her after Ihc was taken out of the Kivcr ? D-w. Yes Sir. 
Mr. Jortts, Was fhc fwclled ? Dew. I did not perceive Ihc was f\v(;ird at all 

Mr. Jone;, Did you handle her? Diw. No, I toucii'd nothing bur her Perricoat. 

Mr. Jo7iei, Did you obferve her Legs were in the Water ? Dew. No, I did not. 

Mr. Cowpcr, Did you fee where her right Arm was ? Diw, 1 could nor fee her right Arm, the Wa- 
ter flow'd over it. Mr. Cowper, Did vou r«e her after this tinie ? 

Dew, No. Sir, I faw iier taken out, but not afterwards. Mr. Bar Marfei/, Did you fee her after Ihe lay oa 
the Ground? Dew, Yes, my Lord. Mr. Bar. Hatfeli, How was iho then ? 

Dew, She purg'dat the Nole and one of her Eyes ; I did not take particular Notice after flic Avasout, the 
Notice I took was when flie was in the Water. Mr. Bar. Hatfetl, What did you fee at her Eye ? 

Dew, Froth, my Lord. 'f^v. Jones, Did you fee her after Ihe was ftripp'd naked ? 

D«w, No, my Lord. Mr. Jones, Was it a fettled frothing, ot a purging ? 

Dew, A purging Froth ? Mr. Bar. H.itfell, Did any Body wipe it off ? 

Dew, No, my Lord, I did not fee any Body do it. Mr. Bar. Hatf. Then there was no new Froth come ? 

Dew, No, my Lord, I faw her froth at the Nofe and one ofrhe Eyes, as foon as fhc was taken out, but I did 
not ftay long. Mr. Cowper, Was ftie in her Stays ? Dew, Yes, Sir. 

Mr. Cowper, Was ihe not laced ? Dew, Yes, Ihe w as laced before and behind. 

Mr. Jones, Call Thomas Dew (who was Sworn.) Did you fee this Mrs. ^rout in the Water ? Pray give my 
Lord and the Jury an Account what Pofture fhe was In. 

Dew, I Haw her lying in the Water floating, above the Water I will not fay, but the Water run fome fmall 
Matter over her, her right Arm was within the Stake, and her left Arm without, Ihc lay juH upon her 
ftdc, and I faw her when Ihe was firft taken up, and her Shoes and Stockings were as clean >s when they 
u crc put on, no Mud nor Dirt upon them ; and I faw her Shoes and her Stockings, as high as her Knee al- 
moft, but I faw no Dirt. ^ Mr. Jones, Do y©u believe that Ihe had been funk to the bottom ? 

Dew, She did not look as If Ihe had, nor I faw no Water come from her. 

Mr. Jones, Did you obferve, that fhe was fwelled at all ? 

Dev>, No, nor fwelled that I perceived abit ; there was a little Froth that came out of ^hcr Nofe, and about 
her (I cannot fay from her Eye) in that it was a fmall Quantity. 

JVlr. Jones, Call Mr. Edward Blacbio (who was Sworn.) Did you fee Mrs Stouf, when fhe lay in the Wa^er ? 

Blackno, Yes, I did fee her lyc in the Water floating ; I was fo near, that I law the Miller's Man life her 
iip by one of her Arms out of the Water. M. Jones, Was the Arm bent or ftralght ? 

Blackno, It hung in this Manner ( fliowlng the Court how with his own Arm ) 

Mr. Bar. Hatfel/, The other Witneflts faid, Ihe lay on her right fide. 

Blackno, Yes, flic lay on her right fide, and her Arm in this manner. 

Mr. Bar. Hatfeli, Did you obferve her to be fwelled ? Blackno, I did not fee her taken our. 

Mr. Bar. Hatfeli, Did you obferve any thing to hinder her from fmking ? 
Blackno, No, I did not ; nothing but the Water. 

Mr. Coieper, I think. Sir, if I heard you right, you fay, that this taking by the Arm, and fllrring her, was 
before Ihe was taken out of the Water; then I would know, after ihe was ftlrred, was fhe let go again ; 
was you by at the taking of her up ? Blackno^ No, I was nor. 

Mr. Bar. Hatfeli, He told you ihe was floating when he faw her, and that nothing hindred her from fmking. 
( Then William Edmunds and William Page were fworn.) 

Mr. Jones, Edmunds, did you fee Mrs. Stout when ihe was in the Water ? Edmunds, Yes, Sir. 

Mr. Jonesy Give an Account w hat Pofture ihe was in. 

Edmunds, She lay againft the Stake, her Head lay agalnft the Stake In the River ; we were coming up in 
a Barge, and called to a Miller to draw the Water, bur he faid, he could not, for then ihe would Vfiim 
through'; and then we came on, and fee her lye in the Water. 

Mr. Jones, Did any thing hinder her from fmking ? Edmunds, Not that I faw. 

Mr! Jones, Did no part of her Legs or Arms ftick ? Did you fee her taken out ? 

Edmunds y No, I did not, I was gone ; I did not know whether they would take her out or no, 

Mr. Jones t Page, did you fee Mrs. ^tout upon the Water ? Page, Yes, Sir. 

Mr. Jones, Tell us how ihe lay. P^ge, She lay floating in the Water on her right fide, with her 

Head between the Stakes. Mr. Jonts, Did her Arms, or Cloadis, or any thing fl:ick ? 

Page, Not that I faw. lAt.Jones, Did any thing hinder her from fmking ? 

fagc, I faw nothing. Mr. Cowper, Did you fee her Legs or Knees ? 

Page*, No, I could not, they were not out of the Water. Mr. Jones, Swear Mrs ^nne Ulfe (whlcl^ 

V jis done.) Did you fee Mrs. Stout in the Water ? 

Ulfe, Yes, I helped to pull her out; ihe lay on one fide in the Water floating, and the Water came over 
her Face. Mr. Jones, Did ihe ftick by any thing ? Ulfe, One of her Arms Avas about the Poft. 

IJit.Jonts, How ? Ulfe, It got tlurough the Grate. Mr. Jones, But It did not hang ? 

Vlfe, No! Mr. Jones, Did you take her out ? Ulfe, Yes, Sir. 

Mv.' Jones, Did you mind her Cloaths ? Ulfe, Yes, I turned up her Petticoat in the Water. 

Mr. Jones, Had flie Gloves on ? Ulfe^, No, Sir. Mr. Jones, How were her Shoes and Stockings ? 

Ulfe, They were not muddy, her Stockings were rolled down, ihe had no Garters on. 
fAr.'cowper, You fay, one Arm lay through the Stakes, where lay the other ? 
Vlfc, The other was down in the Water. ( Then William How was fworn.) 

Mr. Jones, Did you fee Mrs. Stout mthc Water? 

How, Yes, Sir, I fee her lye upon the Water, flie lay afloat ; ihc might lye 3 or 4 Inches deep in the Water. 
Mr. Jones, Did any of her Cloaths lye above the Water ? 

How, Some part of her Coats lay above the Water. Mr. Jones, Did any thing hinder her from finking ? 

How, I faw nothing ; I faw them take her out, and did not perceive ihe hung any way ; ihe lay with oai 
iVrm, and her Head in the Grate, but I did not perceive ihe hung. 

(Then John Meager was fworn.) 

Mr. Jones, Well, do you give an Account of what you know of Mrs. Stout being in the Water. 

Meager, I faw Mrs. Sarah Sttut floating In the Water, her right Arm in the Grate, and her left Arm with 
the Stream. J^r- ftick by any thing ? 

Me,iger, No, neither hartg nor ftick, ftic floated. 

Mr. Cowper, Did you fe» i'cme Body go through the Blue-coat Building about 1 1 a-Clock ? 
Meagir, No, Sir, I was abed before 9. Mr. Jones, Now, my Lord, we will give an Account Ijow 

/he was when Ihc was ftrlpped, ajid \kty came \o yiew ^he Body. Call 7»/,"J Dirnflfh, jm^ior (who was fworn.) 

Dimfdalr^ 
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Dirr.jdJe, My Lord, 1 was fent for at Night on Tuefday the lad AlTizes ' — • 

Mr. Ctrw^i-r, My Lord, If your Lordfhip pJeafes, I have foaie Phyliclaiis of Nore and Eminency taat are 
come down from Loyidoti, 1 defire they may be called iiito Court to hear what thcfc Chyruryeoni fay. 
Mr. Bar. H.itj'cii, Ay, by all means. 

Mr. Ctfwf.r, .My Lord, there is Dr. Sloane, Dr. Ganh, Dr. Morley, Dr. 0:!(ir)p, Dr. Harrl.-^, Dr. (VoU^iJioA, 
Dr Cnll, ]s\i.iv:ii:.rrn Cowpo; Mr. J3^;r/t'ff, and jMr. C«,/i///i. (Who rel'pedively appeared in Co art.) 
Mi- Jofins; Give an Account how you found Mrs. Utoat. 
Mr. liar. Harj'dl/, You are a Phyfician, I fuppofe. Sir. 

DimjJule, A Chyrurgeon, my Lord. When I was fent for to Mrs. Stout^s, I was fent for two or tliree times 
before 1 would go ; for I was unwilling after I heajrd Mrs. Stout was drowned ; for I thought with my ieh. 
vhar nc«d could there be of me when the Perfon was dead ; but Ihe ftill fent, and then I wont wirh Mr. 
C.vnlin, and found a little Swelling on the fide of her Neck, and flie was black on both fides, and more par- 
ticularly on the left fide, and between her Brcaftsup towards the Collar-bone ; that was alll faw at that time, 
only a little Maik upon one of her Arms, and I think upon her left Arm. 

Mr. 'J071SS, How were her Ears ? 
DirnfUale, There was a feeding of Blood on both fides the Neck, that was all I fa w at that time. 

Mr. Jo7ieSy How did you think llie came by it ? 

Dhnj'dale, Truly I only gave an Account, juft as I fay now, to the Gentlemen at that time, I faw no m-)it 

of it at that time ; bur about fix Weeks afcer the Body was opened by Dr. Phillips • 

Mr. Cvroper, My Lord, he is going to another piece of Evidence, and I would ask him 

Mr. Jo7iesy Let us have done firll ; how was her Ears ? 

Dimfdale, There was a blacknefs on both Ears, a fettling of Blood. Mr. Jones^ Call Sarah Khnpfon. 

Mr. Bar. Hatfeli, Mr. Cowper, now you may ask him anything, they have done with him. 

Mr. Cowper, I would ask him, whether he was not employed to view thefe particular Spots he mentions at 
the Coroner's ImjuelL * 

Dimfdale, I was defired to look upon the Face, Arms, atid Breaft, becaufe they faid there was a fettling of 
Blood there. Mr. Cowper, When you returned to the Coroner's Inqueft, what did you certify as your Opinion ? 

Dimfdale, I did certify there was a fettling of Blood, but how it came I could n<5t tell. 

Mr. Cowper, I ask you. Sir, did not you fay it was no more than a common Stagnation ufual in dead Bodies ' 

Dimfdale, I do not remember a word of it. 

Mr. Cowper, Sir, I would ask you, you fay the Spot was about the Collar-bone, was It above or below ? 
Dimfdale, From the Collar-bone downwards. 

Mr. Cowper, Had Ihe any Circle about her Neck ? Dimfdale, No, not upon my Oath. 

Mr Jones. Swear Sarah Kinipjm ( flie was fworn.) Did you obferve this Mrs. Sarah Stout when Ihc was ftrlp- 
■ped, how her Body was ? Khnpfon, Yes. Mr. Jones, Pray give an Account of it. 

llhnpfon. She had a great Settlement of Blood behind her left Ear, as much as my Hand will cover, aud 
more • and ftie had a fettlement of Blood under her Collar-bone. 

Mr' Jones, Did you fee nothing about her Neck ? 

Kimpfon, Nothing round her Neck ; on the fide of her Neck there was a Mark. 
Mr. Jo7ies, Was there any other part bruifed ? 

Kimpfon, Only her left Wrift, and her Body was very flat and lank. 
Mr. Cowper,, Pray what Day was it that you faw her ? 

KiTTipfon, It was the Day Ihe was found. Mr. Cowper, Was not laced ? 

Khnpfon, She was laced. Mr. Cowper, Did you help to ftrip her ? ^ Kimpfofiy Yes Sli", 

Mr. Jones, Did her Body feem to be fwell'd, or was there any Water come from her? 

Khnfon, I did not obferve the leaft drop of Water that appeared any way* 

Mr. Jones, Do you know what did purge from her ? 

Khnfon, Nothing that I faw. Mr. Jones, Had not you a Child drowned there lately ?- 

Kimfon, Yes about lo Weeks ago. Mr. Jones, And you found her ? 

Kimfo7!, She was drowned at Night, and we found her next Morning. 

Mr. Jones, Where did you find her, at the top, or at the bottom of the Water ? 

KhnfoTt, At the bottom. Mr. Jones, How was Ihe ? 

Kimfon, She was fwell'd as much as Ihe could hold. 

Mr. Jones, Were her Eyes Ihut or open ? 

Kimfon, Her Eyes were ihut, and the Child was laced as tight as the Coat could bST 
Mr. Jones, Was the Child opened ? ^ Kiynfon, Yes. 

Mr Jones, And what was In the Body of the Child ? 

Kirnpfon, 'Twas very full of Water. Mr Jones, Call Sarah Peppercorn. 

Mr Cowper, You fay you viewed the Child, had it any fettlement of Blood ? 
Kiinpfon, I'faw none. Mr Cowper, And you viewed the Body ? 

Khnpjon, Yes. (Then Sarah Peppercorn was fworn.) 

Mr Jones, Did you fee the Body of Mrs Sarah Stout, after it was llript and laid out ? 
Pepperctrn, I did Sir. Mr Jones, In what condition did you find her '■' 

Ptppcrcorn, I did not fee her till flie was brought home to her Mothers, and there was a Rumour in ths 
Tow-ii, that'llie was with Child, and I was fent for to give an account whether llie were or no, and I found 
fhe was nor, and I help'd to pull off her Cloarhs, and {he was very clear as any I ever knew, only had a black: 
place on the fide of her Head, and in another place about her Ear, but how it came I know not. 

Mr Jort'-'^-, Did Y"^ obferve how her Body was ? 

Peppercorn, Her Body was very well as any Womans could be; 

Mr Jones, Did you obferve any Water, or any fuch thing come from her ? Peppercorn, No. 

Mr Jones, Was there any Purging at her Mouth or Noftrils ? 

Peppercorn, A little Froth, as any body might have. Mr. Cowper, At what hour did you fee her ? 
pcppcrcovTt' I believe it might be 9 or 10 a-Clock. Mr. Bar. Hatfeli, In the Morning ? 

Ptppcrcorn, Ycs, Sir, but I can't give a juft account of the time. 
Mr Bar. hUtfell, what was you lent for? 

Peppercorn, To know if Ihc was with Child ; for it was reported Ihe had drowned kerfelf becanfe flxe wa« 
w'th Child 'and lb her Mother defired me to come to give an Account that it was not lb, and I found it was 
^ /.^ ' Mr Bar. Hatfeli, You are a Midwife, are you not ? 

peppercorn. Yes, my Lord. ( Then Eli. HuJler was Sworn) 

Mr Jones Had you the View of the Body of Mrs. Sarah Stout, the day you heard fhe wa* drowned ? 

r'iflcr She was not drowned, my Lord, I wen^ chither and helped to pulj off ^91 CIwU^ 

Mr. Jmi, In wh«; condition v^as her fi^dy ? „ , „ 
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Mr Huslcr, llcr Body was very lank and thin, and no Water appeared tvi be in it. 
Mr. 'joHis, Was there any Water about her Mouth and Nofe ? -^/ 'A'', Not when I faw her. 

Mr. 'J'jfus. Did you mind her about her Neck and Head ? n t i i r 

Hufer, Yes, Yes, there was afctrlinij of Blood at the top of the Collar-bone, jult here, and there was a let- 
tlinc of Blood upon both her tars, moft about lier left Ear. ^ n j i a 

Ml-. Swear Am PUkhiton, (which was done) did you foe the Body of Mrs.S'o^f after fhe was drowned . 
Pllkituou, Yes Sir. Mr. lones, Pray in what condition was Ihe when Die was ftript.-' 

Pilkmton, I was in the Houfe when fhe was brought in dead, and old Mrs. Stout defired me to help to Jay her 
t, and taking aview of her, I did not at all perceive her Body to be Swelled. 

Mr. Jones, Was there any Water came out upon the moving of it ? , , r rj c u ti ^ 

PiUdnton, No, I did not perceive any ; and by a further view, I law a rednefs on the Jett lids ot her ileaa, 
and her Ear was black, and there was a little mark upon her Bread, on the left fide. 

Mr jfowtv, What colour was it of ? ^ n i 

Pilkinton, It feemed, reddifh and blackifh, as to colour it was like a fettling of blood ; I can C tell how to 
make it out very v^H- Mr. Cowpa, Had fhe any circle round about her Neck ? 

Pilklnton, No, not' that I fee. 

Mr Covferj Pray did not you make fome Depofitlon to that purpofe, that you know of ? 
Pilklnton, Sir, I never did, and dare not do it. 

Mr Cofo^cr, It was read againfl me in the Kings Bench, and I will prove it, was not Mr. Mead with you at 
the time of your Examination? Pilliimon, Yes. 

Mr Corvper, Did not he put In fome Words, and what were they ? Pilkinton, Not that I know of. 
Mr. Corofer, But you never fwore fo, upon pour Oath ? 
Pilkinton No, I dan t believe I did, if 1 did it was ignorantly. 
Mr. !)o»^'h Here is her Examination, it is crofs her Neck. 

Mr* Cowper, Was Mr. Toung of Hertford, the Coaflable, prefent when you were Examined ? 

Pilkinton, Yes he was fo. The next Day Mrs. Stout fent for me again, to put on her Daughters Shrowd, 
and I was one that helped to draw the Sheet away, and there was not one di'op of Water «ame from hei , and 
I laid a Cloth under her Chin, when I helped her into the Coffin, but I did not fee the leafl: moifture come 
from her. Cowper, What day was it, that you put her into the Coffin? 

Pilkinton, The next day after fhe was dead. 

Mr Cowper, Do you know nothing of her being convey 'd Into the Barn ? 

Pilkinton, I hapned to be in the Barn, Mrs. Stout defired me to go with her, and fhe was brought up In an 
indecent manner, and I put a Sheet about her. I was in Mrs. Stout's Houfe before her Daughter was brought 
thither J""^-^' ^'^^^ Coat/worth, Dr. Naihr, Dr» IVoodhoufe, Dr. Bide. 

(Mr. Coatfworth was Sworn) 

Mr. Jones, Pray Doftor, had you a view of the Body of Mrs Stout ? 




what your Opinion was how fbe came by her death. 
Coatfworth My Lord, in April lafV I was fent for by Dr. Philips,io come to Hartford, to fee the Body of Mrs, 
Stout opened' who had been 6 Weeks buried, and he told me that there was a fufpicion flie was murthered, 
and that her'Relatlons were willing to have her taken up and opened. I came down, I think on the 27th of 
yipril and lay at Mrs. Stout's Houfe that Night, and by her dlfcourfe I underflood fhe wanted to be fatisfied, 
whether her Daughter was with Child. I told her It was my Opinion we fhould find the Parts contained in 
the Abdomen lb rotten, that it would be Impoffible to difcover the Uterus from the other Parts ; however, if fhe 
would have her opened, I could not difcover whether fhe was with Child, unlefs the Infant was become bony. 
Her Face and Neck to her Shoulders appeared black, and fo much Corrupted, that we were unwilling to pro- 




_ _ if 

there had' been any thing there as minute as a Hair, we might have feen It, but it was perfectly free and 
cmptv • and after that he put the Inteftines Into their places, a«d we bid him open the Stomach, and It was 
opened'with an Incifion Knife, and it funk flat, and let out Wind, but no Water; afterwards we opened the 
Breafl: and Lobes of the Lungs, and there was no Water ; then we look'd on each fide, and took up the Lobes 
of the Lun"s too, to fee if there was no Water in the Diaphragm, and there was none, but all dry. Then I 
remember 1 faid this Woman could not be drowned, for if fhe had taken in Water, the Water mufl: have 
rotted all the Guts ; that was the conftruftion I made of it theji, but for any marks about her Head and Neck, 
. it was impoffible fo'r us to difcover it, becaufe they were ^ rotten. 

Mr Cowper You fay, this infpeftion was made about fix Weeks after fhe was dead ? 

Coatfworth 'it was made on the 28th of April. Mr Cowper, She was drowned on the 13th of Inarch. 

Mr Jones 'Did you make an incifion Into thofe Parts of the Neck and Head. 

Coatfworth, No, I told Mrs Stout and her Son, if you Imagine the Skull to be injur d, I will open the HeaJ, 
for If the fcalp be never fo rotten, yet if the Skull has fuffered any Impreffion, I fhall difcover it, they laid, 
thev did not fufpeft a broken Skull in the cafe, and fo we did not examine it. 

Mr Jones, But all the other Parts were found ? ^ ^ 

Coatfworth, Yes, found to a miracle, for I did not Imagine we could find them fo. 

Mt Jones, Call John Dimfdale. Mr Cowper, My Lord, I would knsw, and I defire to be heard to 

this Point ;' I think where the Coroners Inqueft have view'd the Body, and the relations have been heard, and 
the Body buried, that 'tis not to be ftird afterwards for any private Infpe£Hon of Parties, that intend to 
make themfelves Profecutors, but if it is to be taken up. It is to be done by fome legal authority, for if it 
Ihould be otherwife, any Gentleman may be sallly trepan'd, for inf^ance, if they fhould have thought fit after 
the Coroners View, to have broken the Skull into a hundred pieces. This was a private View altogether 
amon<' themfelves, certainly if they Intended to have Profecuted me, or any other Gentleman upon this Evi- 
dence^ they ought to have given us notice, that we might have had fome Surgeons amonfl; them, to fuper- 
intend their Proceedings. My Lord, with fubmiffion, this ought not to be given in Evidence. 

Mr Bar. Hatfell, Mr Cowper, I think you are not in earneft, there ^s no colour for this objeftlon. If they did 
take up the Body without notice, why fhould not that be Evidence, unlefs you think they had a defign to for- 
Iwear themfelves. Mr Cowper, Had you a Melius Inquirendum, or any lawful warrant for making this 

infpcftion ^ Coatfworth, No, there was not. Mr Bar. Hatfell, Suppofe they did an ill thing In 

t-kinti UP the Body without fome order, tho' I don't know any more ill in taking up that Bodv, than any other ; 
but however, is that any reafgn why we fhpuM not hear this Evidence. 

Co.rtftporth. 
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Coatjroort,}, M^r Camliti, SlrfT. Cowper\ Surgeon was tliereby. 

Mr Jonesy Call Mr Dhnfdale Senior, (who was Iworn). Had you a View of t\\t BoJy afrer ic was ttik?.! 
up ? Dhnfdale, Yes. 

MT'Jonety Pray give your Opinion of It ? Dlmfdale, On the ;8th o£ Jpril, as I remember, I was 

font for down by Mrs otoiu, co view the Body of her Daughter. Her Daughter was jult taken out of the 

Ground, but not opened, they had juil: toucht the Body, but not opened the Skin when I came ther«r— 

Mr Bar. Hatfell, Are you a Surscon ? Di7nfdde, V'es, my Lord. I-induig her Head To much mor- 

tified down to her Neck, we thought all the Parts were felzed, and had a coufulrarion whether wo Ih iuld 
open her or not, but Mrs iinut was very much enraged, becaule a great fcindal had been railed, that her 
Daughter was with Child, and flie faid, flie would have her opened to clear her Reputation ; wlrh that we 
opened her, and found her Body as found as any Flclli could be, no manner of putrifaftion in her Lungs, or 
any other Part> but fhe was very full of Wind. We fearched the Stojuach and the Thorax, and found nor 
one drop of Water about it, I was more curious than the relt, and turn'd away her Legs, to fee if the Coffin 
was foil'd, and. the Coffin andShrowd were not wet. Her Uterus was taken out, and 1 law no manner of fign 
of Conception. Attcr this we had a confultation to confider, whether flic was drowned, or not drowned, and 
we were all of Opinion that fhe was not drowned, only Mr Gamlin defu-ed .he might be c.xcufed from giving 
his Opinion, whether Ihe was drowned or not, but all the reft of us did give our Opinions, that flie was not 
drowned. _ Mr "Joi^s, Give your Reafons, why you believed flie was not drowned. Du/ifiiiiU, My 

Rcafon was this, becaufe we found no Water in her, her Inteftines were not putrified, for If there had becj? 
Water in her, that w-ould have caufed a fermentation, and that would have rotted the Lungs and Guts. 
Mr Bar. HatfeU, Could you tell fo many Weeks after, whether flie was drowned or no ? 
Dimfdde, Yes, my Lord, for this Reafon, for if flie had been drowned, there had been fome lign of Water, 
and if there had been a Pint of Water, it would have rotted her Lights and her Guts, and that is done in a 
Weeks time by fermentation. Mr Cow^er, Sir, I defire to know, whether according to Reafon and 

your Skill after fix Weeks time, it's poffible, there fliould be Water in the Thorax. DImfdalc, I do be- 

lieve there may be fome, for it can't come out after the Body is dead, but by putrifaftion,and there was no pu- 
trifaftion, but it was firm and found. Mr B. Hatfeli, What Parts would have been putrified by the Water ? 

Dimfdde, The Lungs and Bowels. Mr Bar. Hatfell, And they were firm ? Dimfdale, They 

were, and if there had been Water, they would have been putrified. Mr Joties, Call John Dimfdale, 

Junior. Juryman, Was her Navel ftarted ? Dimfdde, Sen. No, I never faw fuch a Body 

in my Life. Mr Cowper, Did you ever fee a Body that was drowned, and opened fix Weeks after 

Dimfdale, Sen. No, never. If a Body be drowned a Fortnight, the Bowels will be fo rotten, there will be 
no coming near it, and I took particular notice, and I did not fee one drop of Water. 

Mr Bar. Hatfell, Was the Coffin clofc ? Dimfdale, Sen. Yes, it was clofe and dry as any board what- 

foever, and all the Parts found, but the Head and Neck, and left Arm. Mr 'Jones, What do you 

think could be the Reafoji of that Dimfdde, Sen. The left Arm was rottener than the other, 

the Neck was rotten before. Mr Jones, What did you take to be the caufe of it ? 

Dimfdde, Sen. I can't judge of, that. Call John Dimfdale, Junior, (w4io was fworn.) 

Dimfdde, Jun. My Lord, the Body was opened before I came to fee it, and they were drawing up an Affi- 
davit, that there was no Water in the Body, and they defired me' to Sign it, but I defired firft to look into the 
Body, and I did look into it, and turu'd the Intellines afide, and there was no Water in It, but the Head from 
the Neck was very much putrified. Mr Jojies, Do you believe flie was drowned ? 

Dimfdale, Jun. No, I believe not. Mr Jones, Did you open the Child that was dfowned ? What 

difference was there between the Body of that Child and this ? Dimfdde, Jun. The Child was ex- 

treamly fwell'd in the Belly and Stomach, and had abundance of Water in it. Mr Jones, Was the 

Child lac'd that you opened ? Diinfdde, Jun. It was laid upon the Table before I came. 

Mr Cdwper, How long was It before the Child was opened ? Dimfdale, Jun. It was drowned In 

the Afternoon, and opened the next Morning. Mr Cowper, You faid. Sir, you was ask'd to Sign the 

Affidavit before you faw the Body, and you were honefl, and would fee the Body firft. Pray who askt you ? 
Dimfdale, Jun. All of them did. Mr Cowper, Who in particular, if you pleafe name them ? 

Dimfdde, Jun. Mr Coatfworth, Mr Philips, Mr Camlin, Sec. they asked me tofet my Hand to it, becaufe they 
tliought I had feen it before. (Then Dr Dimfdale was Sw^orn.) 

Mr Jones, Mr Robert Ditnfdale, Was you at the opening of this Body ? Dr Dimfdde, I came after 

it was opened, my Brother and I came together. Mr Jones, What Profeflion are you of, a Phyfielan ? 

Dr Dimfdale, Yes, when the Body w^as taken up, they defired us to be there, to Infpeft the Body, but before 
we came, it hapned they had opened the Body,, and were fetting their Hands to a Paper, a fort of Affidavl.:, 
and when I came In, they would have had us fet our Hands, but we would not, till we had look'd upon the 
Body, and went and laid it open again, and we did not find the leafl: drop of Water neither In the Thorax, 
nOr Abdomen. Mr Cowper, Is it impoffible there fhould,be Water in the Thorax, according to your 

SJrjll p Dr Dimfdale, Yes, we did think there would have been, if fhe had been drowned. 

Mr Bar. Hatfell, Could you expeft to find it, fo long as fix Weeks after. Dr Dimfdde, We fliould 

have expefted that or a putrifadtion, but we found no putrifaftion, neither in the Bowels, nor IntefHnes, but 
only upon her Head and Shoulders, ajid one Arm. 

Mr Cowpevj Pray by what Palfage does the Water go into the Thorax. 

Dr Dimfdale, 'Twill be very difficult for me to defcribe the manner here, but we fhould have found fome in 
the Stomach and Intefllnes. Mr Cowptv, Pray Sir, how fhould it go into the Thorax ? 

Dr Dimfdale, By tht Lymphaduft, if carried by any means. 

Mr Cowper, When the Party Is dead. Can any Water pafs into any Part of the Body ? 

br Dimfdale, We opened the Abdomen of the Child that was drowned, and found in the feveral Cavities 
abundance of Water. Mr Jones, When a Perfon is dead, Can they receive any Water after ? 

Dr Dimfdale, No, for all the Parts are clos'd and contra6led. 

Mr Cowper, Pray If a dead Body be put into the Water, will riot the Water come into the Wind-pipe ? 

Dr Dimfdale, I quefllon whether It will or no. Mr Jones, Was her MoutlV*iut ? 

Dr Diynfialc, She was putrified about the Head and Shoulders, and one Arm, that I faw was putrified, It 
was the left Arm as I t&ke it. Mr Jones, What is your Ophilon as to her Death ? 

Dr Dimfdale, I Relieve if flie had been drowned, there would have been a putrifaftion of the Abdomen firlV, 
and it was her cxtream Parts, her Arm, her Head, and her Breaft-, that was putrified, but her Bowels feeni'd 
firm and found. Mr Jones^ Then you don't think her Death was by drowning ? Dimfdde, No. 

Mr Cowper, Pray did not you give foms Certificate ox Paper, 4«clarins the DsaUi of thij Gentlewoman, be- 
fore you few the Body at all 

Dr Dimfdnk^ 
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Df Dmfdulr^ No I dill not. 

iMr Cozi-^-er^ Sir, I wouid aik you, was not you angry, that Mr Cumlifi would not join with you in opi- 
nion ? Dr DimjUalcy No. ^ 

Mr Cowper^ Pray did not you tell him» that you were a graduate Phyfician, and was angry he would not 
jom with you ? Or DimfiLL-, Suppofcr I did. 

Mt ^;ir. M.itJJell^ But did you fo or no ? 

Dr D^ynfciate^ Yes, my Lord, we had fome words about it. 

Mr ^'J«fj, Swear Dr Coatjworth, (which was done) Now, my Lord, we call thefe Gentlemen that arc 
Doctors of Skill, to know their opinion of them that are found floating without Water in them, how 
they come by their death, 

Dr Coa: fiiorth^ 1 have noi'feen many drowned bodies to make obfervation upon, but it is my opinion, 
that every body that is drowned is fuftocated by Water paffing dcfwn the Wind-pipe into the Lungs upon 
infpiration, ind at the^fame time, the Water preUing upon the Gullet, there will be a neceffity of fwal- 
lowing 1 great part of it into the Stomach : I have been in danger of being drowned my felf, and I was 
forced to fwallow a great quantity ot W^ater. If a Perfon was drowned and taken out immediately, as 
foon as the- fuftocation was effefted, I fhould not wonder, if there were but li^le Water in the Stomach 
and Guts, but if it lay in the Water feveral Hours, it muft be very ftrange if the belly fhould not be 
full of watery but I will not fay, it is impoflible it fhould be otherwife. 

Mr Coixper^ I defire to know whether this Gentleman attempted to drown himfelf, or was in danger of 
being drowned by accident. 

Dr Coatf^iiortb^ It was by accident ; I was pafltng up the Ship fide, and took hold of a loofe Rope in- 
(lead of the entring Rope, which failing me, I fell into the water. 

Mr Covper, But you ftruggled to fave your felf from drowning i* 

Dr Coatfivortb^ I did fo. I liavc feen feveral perfons that have been drowned, and they have lain feveral 
days, until by a fermentation, they have been rais'd, but I never made my obfervations of any perfons 
that have been drqwned above fix hours. 

Mr ^oaesy Did you ever hear of any Perfons that as foon as they were drowned had fwam above Water ? 

Dr Coatfivorth, I have not known fuch a Cafe. 

Mr Cou'j^Ty Did you ever know. Sir, a body that was otherwife killed to float upon the Water ? 
Dr Coatfivorth, I never made any Obfervation of that. 

Mr Bar. Hat felly Dr Brown has a learned difcourfe in his Vulgar Errors upon this fub]e£l, concerning the 
floating of dead bodies, I don't underfland it my felf, but he hath a whole Chapter about it. 

(Then Dr Nailor was fworn.) 

Mr !?o«f .<■, We ask you the fame queftion that Dr Coatfu-orth was asked 5 What is your opinion of dead, 
Bodiet. ? If a Body be drowned will it have Water in it or not ? 

Dr NailoYy My Lord, I am of opinion, that it will have a quantity if it be drowned, but if there be 
no Water in the Body, I believe that the Perfon was dead before it was put into the Water. 

UitCo'-rpery I would ask the Doctor one quefHon, my Lord 5 Whether he was not a conftant Voter againft 
the Intereft of our Family in this Corporation? 

Dr Nai/or, I never did come to give a Vote, but Sir WiUUm Cowper^ or his Son oppos'd me, and faid, I 
had no right to Vote. 

Mr Confer^ I would have ask'd the fame queflion of the DlmfdaUs, if I had remembred it j they are of 
another Party, as this Gentleman is. 
JVlr Bar. Hatfj'ell. It is not at all material as they are WitnefTes. 
Mr ^»csy Then call Dr Balfingtoyi, (who was fworn) 
Mr. ^onesy Pray what is your opinion of this matter ? 

Mr Babingterty I am of Opinion that all Bodies that go into the Water alive, and are drowned, have 
Water in them, and fink as foon as they are drowned, and don't rife fo foon as this Gentlewoman did. 
Mr Confery Pray what is your Profeflion Sir ? Mr Babingto»^ I am a Chirurgeon. 

Mr CoiLfery becaufe Mr ^of7es call'd you Doctor. 
Mr Bar. HatJJelly Did you ever fee any Bodies drowned ? 

Mr Balnngtotjy Yes my Lord, I once had a Gentlewoman a Patient that was half an hour under 
Water, and (he liv'd feveral hours.after, and in all that time fhe difcharg'd a great quantity of Water j I 
never heard of any that went alive into the Water, and were drowned, that floated fo foon as this Gen- 
tlewoman did: I have heard fo from Phyficians, 

Mr Bar. Hatjjelly I have heard fo too, and that they are forc'd to tye a Bullet to dead Bodies thrown 
Into the Sea, tiiat they might not rife again. 

Mr Coiifery The reafonof that is, that they fhould not rife again, not that they will not fink without 
it 5 but I would ask Mr Bahingtony whether the Gentlewoman he fpeaks of, went into the Water volun- 
tarily, or fell in by Accident? 

Mr Balingtovy By Accident but I believe that don't alter the Cafe 5 

Mr ^o»es^ Swear Dr. Bcmety (which was done.) 

Dr You hear what is the Matter in queftion, what is your Opinion of it ? 

Dr. Burner, My Lord, I think, that if any Perfon fall into the Water by Accident, or throws himfelf 
ftiy the Body will receive Water as long as it is alive, and there are Endeavours for Refpiration, and afier 
thefe Endeavours are over, there is no Water will come in, for all the Parts are clos'd j fo confequently 
there muft be W'ater in all probability found in her. 

Mr 3ot7eSy What do they fwim or fink ? 

Dr Bwnety They fink ; I never faw a Perfon drowned taken up without Water in my life, but I have 
■Teen feveral full of Water. 

Mr Co-J^fer, I think you fay when the Faculty of Refpiration ccgfes, no Water comes in. 
Dr Btmn t, Yes, that is my Opinion. 

Mr Coivpery But the Water does pafs into them while there are Endeavours for Refpiration ? 

Dr Burnet, Yes, that is ray Opinion. ' ^^^^ 
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Then Dr. Woodhoule '^^-as Siior)j.^ 
Mr 5s '-'-S Dr. What is your Opinion of this Matter ? . 
Dr ^'/cndhcnfey My Opinion is, that no Pcrlbn is luftjcated by Water, butli: muft have a great deal. of 
Water within himj a great deal of ^"ater in the Stomach, and fomc in the Lunge. 
MrtVr.f/'o , Pray, Sir, did you e\er open any of thefe lionies ? 

Dr W'oodkotife^ Yej, I have opened a Child my felf that had a great quantity of Water in It, 

Mr Cov.fe>\ Did you find any quantity of Water in the Throat f 

Dr Woodhoiife, There was fomc, but a little, but a great deal in the Stomach. 

Mr. Qnvper, Pray which v^ay can it pafs into the Thorax ' 

Dr IVoodhoufe^ While the Pcrfon is Itrugling for Refpiration, there may be a Relaxation of, 

and the Perfon mutt fuck in VVatsr*s well as Air, and fome 
Water may get Into the W^indpipe, and fo enter into the Lungs. 

Mr Coai-^fr, Is there a Paffige from the^ungs to the Thorax ? 

Woodhoufe, The Thorax is the V^'elTel wherein the Lungs lie, the Lungs in tlfe Thorax; the Breait 
is the Cavity where the l^iUngs lie,the Windpipe is the Conveyance to the Lungs, and a Perfon in Refpi- 
ration takes down fome \Vater there, but no doubt the greater quantity will be in the Stomach. 

Mr Bar. HatJ]ell,?ray letJne ask you a Quellion : Sonrie of the Witnefles faid, that if a Perfon be drown 
ed and lies dead a great while, the Inwards will be putrified, what is your Opinion of it ? 

Dr iVoodhotife^ l\o, doubt, my Lord, where Water gets into the Stomach, or wherever it is, it will 
putrifie very foon. 

Mr ;)o«f^, CA\Edii-ard Clement ("who was fworn) Are not you a Seaman ? 

Clement. Yes, Sir. Mr j'owfy, How long have you been fo ? 

Clement y Man, I have writ my felf but 6 years, but I have ufed the Sea 9 or lo Years. 

Mr >«fs Have ypu known of any Men that have been kill'd, and thrown into the Sea, or who have 
fallen in and been drowned, pray tell us the difference as to their Iwimming and linking. 

Clement y In the Year 89 or 90, in Beachy Fight,! faw feveral thrown over-board during the Engagement, 
but one particularly I took notice of, that was my Friend, and kill'd by my fide 5 I law him fwim for 
a conliderable diftance from the. Ship, and a Ship coming under our Stern caus'd me to lofe fight of him, 
but 1 faw feveral dead Bodies floating at the fame time: Likewife in another Engagement, where a Man 
had both his Legs fhot off, and diecl inftantly j they threw over his Legs, tho' they funk, 1 faw his Bo- 
dy float ; Likewife I have feen feveral Men who have died natural deaths at Sea 5 they hare, when they 
have been dead, had a confiderable weight of Ballaft and fhot made faft to them, and fo throw them o- 
ver-board 5 becaufe we hold it for a general Rule, that all Men fwim, if they be dead before they come 
into the Water ; and on the contrary, I have feen Men when they kate been drowned, that they have 
funk as foon as the Breath was out of their Bodies, and I could fee no more of them : For inliancc, a 
Man fell out of the Cornival, and funk down to rights, and feven days after we weighed Anchor, and he 
v/as brought up grafping his Arms about the Cable; And wc have obferved in feveral Cafes, that where 
Men fall over-board, as foon as their Breath is out of their Bodies they fink downright j and on the con - 
trary, when a dead Body is thrown over-board without weight, it will fwim. 

Mr ^oww. You have been in a Fight, how do Bodies float after a Battle ? , ' 

Clement, Men float with their Heads jufl: down, and the fmall of their B^ck and Buttocks upwards, Y 
have feen a great number of them, fome hundreds in Beachy-head Fight, when we engag'd the trench, I 
was in the old Cambridge 5 at that time I faw feveral (what number I will not be pofitive, but they were 
a great number, I can't guefs to a Score) that did really fwim, and I could fee them float at a confidera- 
ble difl:ance. Mr ^ones. Have you feen a Shipwreck ? ' 

Chmtnt, Yes, the Coronation in September, i6gi. I was then belonging to the Diitchefs, under the Com- 
mand of Captain Clement, we Icok'd out' arid fee them taking down their Marts, we faw the Men walk- 
ing up and down on the right fide, and the Ship funk down, and they fwam up and down like a fhpal 
of Filh one after another, and I fee them hover one upon another, and fee them drop away by fcores at 
a time, and there was an account of about 19 that fav'd thcmfelves, fome by Boats, and others by 
fvvimming ; but there were no more fav'd out of the Ships Complement, which was between five and 
fix hundred, and the reft I faw fink downright, fome 20 at a time. There was a Fifherman brought 
our Captain word, that in laying in of his Nets he drew uj) fome Men, clofe under the Rocks,that were 
drowned, belonging to the Coronation, we generally throw in bags of Ballaft with them. 

Mr Joner, I fujppofe all Men that are drowned, you fink them with Weights. 

Clement, Formerly Shot was allow'd for that purpofe, rhere us'd to be threefcore \tVight of iron, but 
now its a Bag of Ballaft that is made faft to them. ^ 

Mr ]oneu Then you take it for a certain Rule, that thofe that are drowned fink, but thofe that are 
thrown over-board do not. . 

Clement, Yes, otherwi/e why fliould the Government be at the vaft Charge to allow threefcore cr fimr- 
fcore Weight of iron to fink every Man, but only that their fwimn^ing about ftiould not bt a difcou- 
ra^yemcnt to others. (^Thtn Richard Gin ivas Snor)?) 

Mr ]onrs. You hear the Queftlon, pray what do you fay to it ? 

Gtn, I was at Sea a great while, and all the Men that I fee turn'd over-board had a great Weight at 
their Heels to fink them. Mr Jones, Then will they fwim otherwife. 

So they fay. Mr Jowef, ' Arc you a Seaman ? 

Gin, I wentagainft my Will in 2 Fights. . • : - 

Mr ]one<. Then Gentlemen of the Jury, I hope we have given you SatIsfa-5lion that Mrs Stmu did not 
drown her felf, but was carried into the Water after flie was kill'd : That was the firft Queftion j for 
if it be true, that all dead Bodies when they are put into the Water do fwim, and the Bodies that go a- 
live into the Water and are drowned do fink ; this is fufficicnt Evidence that /he came by her death", not 
In- drowning, hut fome other Way : Now, my Lord, as to the fecond matter, and that is, to L-ive fuch 
Evidence as we hare againft thefe Centlemen at the Bar 3 Mr, Cor.frr it appears v/rrs the laft iVIan that 
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ny one can give an account of was in her Company : vVhat became of her afLerwards, or wh?re they 
wcntn ) body can tell • but the other Witneffci have oiven you Evidence that he was the lafi: Man that 
was with her; I (lull only give this further P^vid-nce, as to Mr Confer That notwjrh{bn<l ah the 
Civilities and Kindnefles th:it pli'd between him and this Family, when the bruit and noifc ofrh.'s F.til 
was fpread abroad, Mr. Confer did not come to confider and ccnfuit with old iSlrs Strr.t what w^s to be 
done 5 but he took no manner of notice of it, and the next Day he rode out ot Town, v^-ithout fur- 
ther taking notice of it. 

CJl George Aldridg a>7(1 John Archer. ( John Archer "•.vas Sivom) 

Mr Jo«:'5, Do you luiow any thing of Mr Coiifcvs going out of 'i ou n after this Bufmefs of Mrs Stctit^s 
being drowned. 

y}rihir^ Yes, I did fee ^Im go out of Town afterwards. Mr Jf»w, Which Way did he go ? 

A,-c}:pf\ He went the back XVay from the G/o'jf, I luppofe he came that Way. 

Mr Co-.ipy, What Day was it I went : L it not the Way that, I us'd to go when go I the Circuit into 
Ejjlx. I Jrche;\ Yes, I believe fo. 

Mr Confer, I lodg'd at Mr Barefoot''Sf a nd as the back Door of the Cove, where my Horfe was, a^d 
I went the direct way into F.lj'ex, and it was ^Vednefduy morning : Wh^t Day was it you fee me go ? 

ylrcb^r, Ir was on the iVetinjfciuy morning. ^ 

Mr ('o-df er^ That was the very Day I went into EfJ'ex. (Then Geor^ Aldridg v-uis Suor»') 

Mr ]v7L's, When did Mr Co^iftr go out of Town the laft Affizes ? 

Aulnagy On I'l-'c'drnfciay. Mr joncsy Which Way did he go ? 

ylldr'idi^ He went the Way to QhehnsforA. Mr Joww, Did you not fe tch his Korfe from Stout\ ? 

Jl^lr'td^y Yes Sir. Mr Joww, How often did you go for it ? 

Ji'dr'ul:^, Three times. Mr Jow^'/, When? 

JUriag, On Tnefelay night I (ent once, and went twice my Telf; the firft time there was no body at 
home to deliver the Horfe, fo 1 went to Mr Stout''s and ask'd him about the Horfe, and he faid he could 
not dcliv« him rill the Maid went home, and then 1 went about 1 1 a Clock, and had the Horfe. 

Mr Bar. Hat/iH^ Was it 1 1 at night ? AdvUg, Yes, my Lord. 

Mr Coiafcr^ When I fcnt you to fetch my Horfe, what Dircftions did I give you ' 

Aldri(i^, You gave me Diredions to fetch your Horfe, becaufe you faid you fliould have occaflon to go 
out next morning betimes with the Judge. 

Mr Couyber, TT he reafon 1 fcnt for my Horfe was this 5 when I heard flie had drowned her felf, I think 
it concern'd me in prudence to fend a common Hofller for him, for fear the Lord of the Manner iliould 
fiezc all that were there as forfeited. 

Mr Baron HatfeU^ There was no danger of that, for fhe was found mn comfos mcntif. 

Mr Cov-'per, No, my Lord, I fent before the Vcrdift. 

Mr JoKesy It fcemsyou did not think fit to go and take Horfe there your felf, though you put your 
Horle there. 

Now, my Lord, we will go on and give the other Evidence that we open'd'coneerning thefe 3 other 
Gentlemen that came to Town j z of them took Lodgings at Guny^s at 5 in the Afternoon, but did not 
come in till between 1 1 and 12, and then they brought another in with them, and though he had been 
in Town 5 or 6 hourf, his Feet were wet and his Shoes, and his Head was of a reaky Sweat, he had 
been at fomc hard Labour I believe, and not drinking himfelf into fuch a Sweat. 

Ca// John Gurrcy, Martha Gurrey, <»W Ehz. Gurrey. ( John Gurrey w<^5 iSu-or«) 

Mr Jc>;f5, Do you know any of the Gentlemen at the Bar ? Gurrey^ Yes. 

Mr Jcnes, Name ho you know. 

Cicrrey, There is Mt Stevens^ Mr Rogers^ and Mr Marfon. 

Mr J'»wf5, Pray do you remember when they took Lodgings at your Houfe ? 

Ctirry^ The lafl Affizes, when they firft came there v\as only Mr Stevens and Mr Rogers. 

Mr Jo«f', At what time did they take it ? 

Ctirrey^ I w as at Church and can't tell that, they hir'd the Lodging of my Wife. 
Mr Jow^r, What can you fay more ? 

Giirrey^ I was in at night when they came, there came 3 of them at rr at night, whereof Mr Marfan 
was the third Perfon, and he faid he \Nas dtflitute of a Lodging, and he ask'd for a fpare Bed, my W^ife 
told them fhc had one, but had let it, whereupon Mr Stevem and Mr Rogers f^id he fhould lodae with 
them 5 fo they went up all together, and they call'd for a Fire to be kindled, and ask'd for the Land- 
lord, \^ hich was I, and they ask'd me to fetch a Bottle of Wine, and I told them I would fetch a Quart, 
vhich I did, and then they ask'd me to fit down and drink \^ith them, which I did 5 and then they 
a^k'd me if one Mrs Saruh Stout did not live in Town, and whether flie was a Foriune 1 faid ves ; 
then they faid they did not know how to come to the fight of her, and I faid I would lho\v them'hc-r 
to morrcv morning, not cjuellioning but I might fee her fome time as fl^e was comin? down the Street - 
fo they faul they ^^ould go to fee her. Mr lio?ers and Mr Stevms chargM Mr Mar fan' with being her old 
S -eetheart, fiith Mr Marfvn, fhe h-ath thro\.\n me off, but a Friend of mine will be eve.a with her by 
this time. Mr Uaron Hatfe'J., What a Clock was it then ? 

(?«rr7, I reckon r r a Clock when they came in. 

Mr BiivoM Hcitf'e/f, D;d you obferve in w hat Condition Mr Marf.<H was in ? 

Currn; I did not obferve, only that he was hot and put by his Wig, I fee his Head was wet, and he 
faid he was jui> corne from LonA and that made him in fuch a heat. ' 
Af- Jowf.c, Had he Shoes or Boots on ? Currey, I did not obferve thr.t. 

Mr y^es, W^hat d:d they do the next day ? 

Guy -y. The nevr morning I heard this Parry was in the Water, I fat up all night, and was fain to 
wait rill my Daughter came don n to look after the Shop, and then I ent to fee her, and Clx" was re- 
moved into the Hnrn, and they n-ere wiping her Face, clofing her Eyc^ and pultina up her Trvs and 
: as I came back thefe Perfons were walking, and I met Mr Mxrforj and Mr St evmL^ind told them the News- 



Siiid I, this Pcrion is come to a fad Accident ; iiy they, fo we heir, bat neveitheici"! we a ill be .;s good 
as out word, and go and fee her ^ I went with them and overtook Mr Rogers], and A?a, /w« faid we are 
going to fve Mrs .Sionr : C) Landlord, faid Rogers^ you may take up that Rogue (pointing At Mr ^l.-rfoK) 
for what he laid \-x{\ nij^hr, but i did not think, they fpeaking fo jocularly, that there ?vao any fufpicion 
of their beinji concerned in the murder : A fcccjnd time I went, the Barn-door was lock'd, 1 knock'd, 
and they ojx-n'd it and let us in, and they uncovered her Face to let me fee heri and 1 touch'd her, and 
loooking about for them they were gone, r.r.d I can't fay they fee her or touch'd hor ; then A'r 'Marfon \ 
and they were confuhing how to fend a great Coat to hondon^ and I direfled them to a (.oachman 
the ViAl-hir.^ but i ciui not heur he went to enquire after the Coachman 3 then they went to youf 
Lordfhip's Chamber, and I went home, and about 11 of the Clock I h\v Mr Murfui^ and M'-StrjUiS 
coming down with A-A* S^entcr Co-^fer. 

jVr ^Marfon, I did not go out that night after I came in. 

Mr Jok/<-, No, we agree that, did you fee Mr Coivp-r and thi?fe Gentlemen together ? 
Giimyy Only at ri a Clock on Tuifday noon, Mr Cou^sr, Mr Alarfot:, Mr Stcvens were coiiiing dov>tt 
to the marker-place. 

Mr JoKff, Did not they take their leave of you when they went away from you that Forenoon ? 
Gxtrreyy No, only in the morning they told me they would fend me word at Noon if they iiutnd.*d to 
. lodue there. 

Mr M^r forty I dcfirc to know of Mr Gurry, if his Sifter was not in the Room when I came in. 
Gi'.rrfy,' She was in our Houfe that day, but whether v;hen they came I can*t tell. 
Mr Coiij/er^ Pray have not you had fome Difcourfe with your Sifter the Widow Davis^ concerning (ome 
Sufpicion that \ ou had of Sarah IValker^ that hath been produc'd as a VVitnefs ? 
Gtirrey, I don't remember any fuch. 

Mr Coiv^er, Then didn't you fay thefe Words j We muft not concern our felv^s with Sar^h Wnlker, foi 
flie is the only VVitnefs againft the Ciu-!?ers. 
Gi-:rrey, 1 can't remember any fuch thing. 

Mr haron Hat felly You muft anfwer according to the beft of what you remember j if you fay you havd 
forgotten when you have not, you are forfworn. 

Mr Coii-^er^ If your Lordfhip pleafes to give leave to Mr Gurrey to rccoUef^: himfelf, I ask him, Whe- 
ther he did not talk with his Sifter Davis about fome Sufpicion his Wife and he had about Sarah Walker 
the maid-fervant of the deceafed ? 

Gurrey, 1 believe there might be fome talk of a Perfon that was feen to go into the Church-Yard, at 
fome diftance with Sarah l^i/ulker. 

Mr Cou'^er, Did your Wife fay that /he did fufpe£t that Perfon ? Gurrey^ Yes. 

Mr :«v3ber. Did your Wife fay they behav'd themfelves ftrangely, and that fhe'd have perfwaded the 
YVid<»w Weviit to nave watch'd her? Gurrey^ There was fomething of that. 

Mr Co-vpe-; Was thete not fome fuch Words, that they muft not meddle with Sarah Walker^ for fhe 
is the VVitnefs againft the Coivpers. 

'lu,r 'y, I faid, Do not concern your felf with Sarah Walker for fear of taking off her Evidence. 

Mr ; ou/?fr. Pray did not the VVidow T)a.x>ts warm the Sheets for thefe Gentlemen ? 

(rn-'-rcy^ She was with my Wife, but I can't fay whether fhe warm'd the Sheets. 

Mr Co-wpery When they came home, had you any Lodgers that wanted to come home j Had net you 
one Cr pe ? Gurrey, I can't fay whether he was in before or after them. 

Mr C "ap^r. Did not you fay to your Sifter Davis j Now thefe Gentlemen are in Bed, if Mr Gaffe would 
come home our Family would be quiet. 

Giirr>-y, 1 do not remember that. Mr Cornier, Pray did not you go to look for Mr Gape ? 

Gurrry^ Yes, I went to Hockley's. 

Mr Confer, Who did you employ to fpeak to Mr Gaffe to come home ? Gurrey, Mrs Hochley. 

Mr Cc-ufery When you came home to your own Houfe, and after you had been at Hcckjey's to fpeik 
with Mr what account did you give of the time of Niglit, and other particulars? 

Gurrey, I gave no account of the time. Mr CQufer^ Not to Mrs Davis ? 

Cttrrey, I can't tell whether I did or no- 

Mr Co-aper ^ Did not you fay Mr Gape ask'd Mrs Hockley what a Clock it was ? 

Gurr y, No, I don't remember that, bus Mrs. Hockley went in and told hirii what time of Night it was, 
it was 1 1 or I i a Clock, whether I can't fay. 

Mr. j<-nes. Call Martha Gurrey. (u-ho zvas Sworn) Which of thefe Gentlemen do you know ^ 

hlrs Gurrey, Mr Marfi>n\ Mr Rorr^ers, and Mr Stevens. 

Mr J Mci, What time of the night was it when they came to your Houfej give an account of it, and 
of what vou heard them iay. 

Mrs Gwrey, It was a little after Five or thereabouts, that they came--^ 

Mr ]ortes^ VVho came ? 

Mrs Gurrty, Stevms, and Mr Rogers^ and there was one Mr G/7Wf that married a fiiftCoufin ofm'he 
lie came and ask'd me for my Husband, and I ask'd him his Bufinefs, and he faid he wanted to fpeak 
w.th him 

Mr Jones, Pray come to thefe Men, when did they come to your Houfe? 

Mrs 'Jtirrty, They hired the Lodging at 5 a Clock, when they firft cam.e to fee them I was not at borne, 
IMr GHh.rt brought them, and as I was coming along the Street, I fav; Mr Gilbert walking o!F, and would 
not look at me — 

Mr ]o>^es, When did they go out ? ^ Mrs Gurrey, They never ftaid there, 

Mr joves. When did they come in again ? Mrs Gitxrey, Between ii and 12. 

Mr Baron Hat fell. What did they do wherf they came in? 

Mrs Gwrry, I was laymg on fome Sheets 2 pair of Stairs, when they canr% orulthen there was thred 
of them 3 fo they faw me"a little after, and beg'd my excufe for bringing in an<5ther 5 for they faid 'twas 
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fo late tKcy could net get a Lodging any where elfe, and faid, jt / thought fit the Gentleman riiould 
with them, and / told them I lik'd it very well. Mr Jcjes, What Firing had they ? 

Mrs GKiTc^', The Firing I laid on in the morning, and they lent for my Husband to fetch them fome 
Wine. Mr Jom, What did you hear them talk on ? 

MrsG«rr<^', They difcours'd with my Husband, and ask'd him if he knew Mrs Sarah Stout , and one of 
them faid to Mr Marfan, I think (he was an old Sweetheart of yours j ay faith he, but flie turn 'd me off, 
but a Friend of mine is even with her 5 and Mr Rogers faid he was in vvich her, and afterwards faid her 
Bufincfs was done ; they had a Bundle that was wrapt in a pure white Cloth (like to an Apron) but / 
can't fay it was an Apron, and there was a parcel hanging loofe by it, and when he laid it down, he 
faid, he would pafs his jVVord Mrs i^'iimfc ^SfoMf's Courting days were over, and / laid, / hop'd it was 
no hurt to the Gentlewoman, and then / looking upon Mr Marfo>i, I faw him put his Peruke afide, and 
his Head reak'd, and he told them he was but jurt come from London that Night, which made him dif- 
appointed of a Lodging. 

Mr Jo'J^'S What did you hear them fiy about any mony ? 

Mrs Gurrcy^ 1 ask'd them how they would have their Bed warm'd, and Mr Marfan anfwcr'd very hot, 
and with that I went down to fend my Daughter up, and jfhe could not go prefently, 1 told her then fhe 
muft go as foon as fhe could. 

Mr Baron Hatfell, Pray don't tell us what pafs'd between you and your Daughter, what do you know 
of thefe Gentlemen ? 

Mrs Gurrey, /went to the next Room to fee if every tiling was as it fhould be, / hearkned, and they 
had fome difcourfe about mony, artd I heard fonie body (/ don't know who it fhould be, except it were 
Mr Stevens) anfwer, and fay, the Ufe-money was paid to Night, but what money they meant i can't telf. 

Mr ]oncs. What did you find when they were gone ? 

Mrs Gurrey^ Sir, I found a Cord at the end of the Trunk- 

Mr Jo«w, VVas it there in the morning, or before they came ? 

Mrs G/tw^. No it could not, for I fwept my Room and wip'd down the duft. 

Mr ]«rics. Was the Cord white ? 

Mrs Gttrrey, No, it was more dirty than it is now, for my Husband and I have worn it in our Pockets 

Mr Co'sfer, Pray who brought the Cord down from above Stairs ? 

Mrs Gttrreyy my Daughter that liv'd with me, and fhe laid it upon the Shelf. 

Mr Conifer, Did not you hear there was a Coroners /nqueft fitting ? 

Mrs Gurrey, The next day at night I did hear of it. 

Mr Conifer, Why didn't you go to the Coroners Inqucft, and give an account of It there ? 

Mrs Gurrey^ I told my Husband of it, and 1 ask'd my Husband if he did not hear what they faid con- 
cerning Mrs Sarah Stout, and he anfwcred yes, they ought to be taken up for the Words they faid laft 
Night ; why, faith 7, don't you take notice of, I think you ought to take them up ; but he went out 
of boors, and I faw no more of him till the Afternoon 5 when / heard the Words I thought fome body 
had ftole her away and got to Bed to her. 

Mr Confer, Pray if your Husband heard thefe Words, why didn't he go to the Coroners Inqueft ? 

Mrs Gnney, I did fpeak to him to have them taken up. 

Mr C«v.fer, Why did not you do it ? 

Mrs Gtirrey, He laid he'd not do it, he did not know but it might cofl him his life. 
Mr ]ones. How came you after this to difcover it ? 

Mrs Gurrey, Becaufe 1 was fo troubled in mind I could not reft Night nor Day, and 1 toldf him, if he'd 
ROt tell of it, I'd tell of it my felf, for I was not able to live. 

(Then Elizabeth Gurrey ivas Sn-orn) 
Mr ]onts,- Pray do you know Mr Rogers, Mr Stevens, and Mr Marfon. 
£. Gurffyi 1 know Mr Ma-rfon, and thefe are the other Gentlemen I f-eckon. 
Mr lones, VVat Difcourfe did you hear from them ? 

E. Gnney, Mr Marfan ask*d the other Gentlemen how much mony they had fpent, the other anfwer'd 
What's that to him, you have had 40 or 50 Pounds to your fhare ? Then the other ask'd him, Whether 
the Bufinefs was done? and he anfwer'd, he believ'd it was, but if it was not done, it would be done to 
Iv'ight 5 then, my Lord, he pull'd out a handful of mony out of his pocket, and fwore he would fpend it 
all for joy the Bufinefs was done. 

Mr \iones. Was Mr Co-j:fers Name mentioned ? 

E. Gnrrey, I heard them mention Mr Cov?pers Name, but not Mrs Sarah Stout's. 
Mr pone's. What condition was the Gentlenfsan's Shoes in ? 

E. G«nvv, I think it was Mr Uarfo>7, his Shoes were very wet and dirty, on? of them was very hot 
and he wip'd his Head with his Handkerchief ^ ' 

Mr :;<r;ics. Now, my Lord, we have done as to our Evidence ; Mr Uarfon pretended he was juft then 
alighted and- come from Lo«^o«, and was m a great heat, and his Shoes were wet 5 I wonder what Mr 
2sUrlhn had been doing, for when he was examined, he faid he came to Town about Eiaht of the Clock 
and went to the Glove u»d Dolphin Inn, and ftaid there while he came to his Lodging j „ow 'tis a wonder- 
ful thing that he Ihould come wet-fhod from a Tavern, where he had been fitting 4 or 5 hours together 

Then the Examination of Mr M<i;;/o;/ was read. ' ^ 

Mr :^one5. All that I obferve from it, is this ; that he had been 5 hours in Town, and when he came 
to his t.odging he came in wet and hot, and faid he was juft come from London. 

Mr M I'/o;;, 1 had rid 40 miles that day, and could not be foon cold. 

Mr Baron Mat fell, They have done now for the King • Come Mr Confer, What do you fay to it ? 
Mr y^fs, If your Lordfhip pleafe we'll call one Witnefs more. iUary RkharJfon) 

7\\r "Joncs^ Do you know Mr Marfon, or any of thefe Gentlemen ? 

Mrs KiMfon, They came on Tueflay Night to the Bell at hW.flo», and lay there and oni of the 
Cci^tlemen. when I was warming the Sheets, ask'd me if I knew Mrs Sarah Stout; 3^ { faid vci • he 
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ask'd me if I knew wliich w:y flie c-\.wz to her end, and I told him I could not tc" 
Mr jones. Is that all, what did they fay more? 

Mrs Kuhardfotty They did defire and wiHi it might be found out how it came about ; and or.e Gentle- 
man took no notice of her at all ; they had a little Bundle, but what was in it I can't uil, Uut there I 
lee it bound up in fome colour'd Stuff or other, but what it was I can't tell. 

Mr joHfj, Is that all you can fay ? 

Mrs Richarilfon^ Tes, that's all. Mr ^owf;. Then we have done. 

Mr Baron Hutfell, Come Mr Cou-per, What do you fay to it ? 

Mr Co'ufery Now they have done on the part of the King, my Lord, and you Gentlemen of the Jury, 
I muft beg your patience for my Defence. 1 confefs it was an unf )rtunate Accident tor me (as Mr l-'*:es 
calls it) that I hapned to be the latt Perion (for ought appears) in the Company of a melancholy Wo- 
man. The Difcourfe occafioned by this Accident had been a fufficient Misfortune to me without any 
thing elfe to aggravate it ^ but I did not in the leaft imagin that fo little, fo trivial an Evidence as here 
is, could poflibly have affefted me to fo great a degree, as to bring me to this Place to anfwer for the 
worft Faft that the worft of Men can be guilty of. 

My Lord, your Lord/hip did juft now obferve, that I have appear'd at the Bar for my Clients, but I 
ri\u{\ fay too, that I never appear'd for my felf under this or the like Circumftances, as a Criminal for a- 
ny Offence whatfoever. 

Mr ^ones very well faid, when he fpoke on the part of the King, that if this Gentlewoman was mur- 
thered, the Crime was Villanous, Bafe, Barbarous and Cruel 5 and for my part I think fo too, the Crime 
would be fo great, that it could never fufficiently be Condemned ; But at the fame time I may aver, that 
to fuppofe a Murther without good Grounds for it, and afterwards to charge innocent Men with it kjio.v- 
ingly and malicioufly, is to a Trifle as Bafe and Barbarous as the Murther it felf could be. My Lord, / 
fpeak for my own part, I know not at what Price other Men may value their Lives, but / had much 
rather rny felf was murthered than my Reputation j which yet, I am fenfible hath fuffer'd greatly 
hitherto by the malice and artifice of fome men, who have gone pretty far in nuking this Fadf, as 
Barbarous as it is, to be Credited of me. And therefore I muft beg your Lordfhip's, and the Jury's 
Patience, while I not only defend my Life, but juftifie my felf alio from thefe things that have -un- 
juftly afperfed me, by the Confpiracy and Artifice of my Accufers. 

My Lord, in all the Evidence that hath been given, I muft obferve there is no pofitive Evidence, 
with Submiffion, to induce the Jury, or any one to believe the General, that this Gentlewoman vvas 
murthered 5 but they go upon Suppofitions and inferences, which are contradidled by other Circum- 
jftances, in the very Evidence of the Profecutor, that make full as ftrong to prove ftie vvas not murther- 
ed, as thatftie vvas ; fo that as it ftands, it can amount only to a bare Suppofition, that ftie vvas raur- 
ther'd by any body. 

Then as to the Evidence that particularly relates to my felf, or the Gentlemen who ftand vvlrh m? 
at the Bar ; that they, or I were concern'd in it (if fhe vvas murther'd) there is not one Syllable of 
Proof j at moft it amounts but to make us fufpeft of a Murther, not proved, but only fufpeiiedj this 
I obferve upon the Evidence, as it novv ftands without Anfwer, as it has been given on the King's 
Part, and how far in the Cafe of Life, Men fhall be affefted with Evidence of this Nature, which 
neither proves the Murther in General, nor that they did it in particular, though no Defence vvas made, 
or any further Anfwer given, I muft fubmit to your Lordfhip's, and the Jury's Judgment. 

But my Lord, I do not doubt but / ftiall be able to wipe away, even that remorfe Sufpicion by my 
Defence j they have been long in their Evidence for the King, and therefore I muft beg your Patience 
while I give a particular Anfwer to every part of it, lin as good a method as I am able, and I will 
vvafte as little time as may confift with the juttifying my Reputation (for which I know your Lord- 
Jhip will have as tender a regard, to fee it doth not fuffer unjuftly) as for my Life it felf 

And 1 promife your Lordftiip 1 fhall trouble you with no Evidence which is not exprefs and plain, 
no Inuendoes or Sufpicions ^ but 1 ftiall prove fully and clearly, in the firft place, that there vvas no 
Ground at all in this Cafe to fuppofe /he vvas murthered by any one but her felf 

The firft Fail that they infifted upon to infer a Murther from it, was, that the Body vvas found float- 
ina ■ novv, my Lord, that Fa6l I am able by the Evidence 1 have, as well as from that of the Profecu- 
tor, to deny 5 for the Fa£l vvas diredly othervvife, that is, /lie vvas not found floating. 

And whereas the Profecutor's Witneffes, who have been produced to this Point, are obfcure and poor 
Men, and yourLordfhip obferves have been taught to fay generally that fhe floated, which, when they 
are required to explain, and defcribe how flic lay,they contradi£l themfelves in,by fliewing flie lay fideways 
between the Stakes, and almoft all under Water: Now I fhall give your Lordfliip, and the Jury a full and 
particular Account andDefcription from theParifh Officers,.V/en employ'd by the Coroner to take the Body 
outof theWater,of the veryManner andPofture in which it was firft found jwhich they are much better able 
to do, than the Profecutor's Witneffes, having feen her before all, or moft of thofe People ; and thefe 
Officers clearly agree that her Body was under Water, when found, except fome fmall appearance of her 
Petticoats, near, or on thefurface of the Water, which may be very eafily accounted for 5 becaufe the 
Stakes the Witneffes mention, and which are driven to the Ground crofs the River to prevent the 
Weeds and Trumpery from running into the Mill, ttand, as the Witneffes have already faid, about a 
Foot diftance from one another, and are fet with their Feet from the Mill, and their Heads inclining to- 
wards the Mill with the Stream : Now, my Lord every one knows, that though a drowned Body will at 
firft fink, yet it is buoyant, and docs not go down right, and reft in one place like Lead j for a humane 
Body is feldom or never in a Stream found to lie where it was drowned j a Body drowned at Chelfea^ has 
been often found by Fifliermen at Lo>7cUn, and that before it came to float above Water. Now, if a Bo- 
dy is fo Bouyant, as that it is driven down by the impellant force of the Current ("though it do not 
float above Water) it feems a Confequence that when it comes to be ftopp'd and refifted by\hc Stakes, 
which lie with their Heads downwards, inclining with the Stream, the Stream bearing the Body againft 



t}icStakt% nai;; n:.:- niU it upwards to find .another I'ai.age, H polu when the Ordinr.ry and Na- 
ur,ilis obUrucled. I have feen'l rember, that where Weeds have been driven downa River, and nive 
beer, rooled alon:^ at the bottom, when they have cume dovva to a Board, or Stakes ota Wyer, or 
pike, they have been by the force of the Water raifed up againrt mole Boards or Stakes, and lore d 
over them, though without fuch Obftruflion they had undoubtedly continued to rool along under the 
Water. 1 don't know of any other Symptom they pretend too, of her not being drowned, f/om any 
thing obfervfd of her in the Water. Then as to the flatnefs of her Kelly, when Hie was put into her 
Coftin, lihallftiew it is a common and natural Accident, fometiraes drowned Bodies are iwelled more, 
fometimcs lefs, fometimes not at all j I think it hardly deferves a Fhylician to prove that a Body may be 
drowned with very little Water, that a Man may be drowned by Strangling, or Suffocation caufed by 
a little Water in the Lungs, without any great quantity of Water received in the Body, is a certain and 
cftiblifti'd Truth 3 fori am told that when Refpiration ceafes, the Party dies, and can receive no more 
Water after that 3 fo that nothing is to be inferred from a Body's having moie or lefs Water found m it, 
efpecially, if your Lordfliip will give me leave to obferve this diitinJtion, where a Body is voluntarily 
drovvned.and where it is drowned by Accident 3 for People that fall in by x\ccident do ftruggle and llrive 
as lonw as they can, every time they rife they drink forae Water in the Stomach to prevent its paflinj/ into 
the Lunf>s, and are drowned no fooner than needs muil 3 but Perfons that voluntarily drown themfelves, 
to be fur-e defpcrately plunge into the Water to difpatch a miferable Life, as foon as they can 5 and io 
that little quantity in the Lungs, which caufes Death,may be the fooner taken in 5 after which, no more 
is received : And I hope by Phydcians it will appear there is good Ground for this Difference. 

The next is the Evidence that the Chyrurgeons have given on the other part, relating to the taking 
this Gentlewoman out of her Grave, after Ihe had been buried fi^c Weeks, whether this ought to I-ave 
been given in Evidence for the Reafons I hinted at in a Criminal Caie, I fubmit to your Lordfhip. But 
as it is, I have no rcafon to apprend it, being able to make appear, that the Gentlemen who fpoke to this 
Point have delivered themfelves in that manner, either out of extreme Malice, or a moll profound Igno- 
rance 5 this will be fo very plain upon my Evidence, that I mufl: take the liberty to impute one, or both 
of thofe Caufes to the Gentlemen that have argued from their Obfervations upon that Matter. 

And now, if your Lordfliip will but pleafe to conlider the Circumftances under which ihey would 
accufe me of this horrid Aftion, I don't think they will pretend to fay, that in the whole Courfe of ray 
Life I have been guilty of any mean or indireft A£lion, and 1 will put it upon the wortt Enemy I have 
in the World to fay it. Now, for a Man in the Condition I was .in, of fome Fortune in Poffeffion, relat- 
ed to a better, in a good Employment, thriving in my Profeffion, living within my Income, never in 
Debt, (I may truly fay not five Pounds at any one time thefe eight Years paft) having no poflibility of 
makin« any Adv?.ntage by her Death, void of all Malice 3 and as as appears by her own Evidence in per- 
fect Amity and Friendfhip with this Gentlewoman, to be guilty of the murthering her, to begin at the 
top of allBafenefs and Wickednefs, certainly is incredible- 

My Lord, in this Profecution my Enemies feeing the neceffity of Affigning fome Caufe, have been fo 
Malicious to fuggeft before (though not now, Vv'hen I have this Opportunity of Vindicating my felf pub- 
lickly) that I have been concerned in the Receipt of Money's for this Gentlewoman, had her Securities 
by me, and fometimes that I had been her Guardian, or her Truflee, and I know not what: I now fee 
the Contrivers and Promoters of that Scandal, and they know it to be Bafe, Falfe, and Malicious 3 I ne- 
ver was concerned inlntereft with her, direflly, or indireft'y, and fo I told them when I v/as before my 
Lord Chief Juftice 3 'tis true, it was then jufl fuggefted by theProfecutors, I then denied it, and I deny 

it ftill— I thank God I have not beenufed, nor have I needed to deny the Truth. 

My Lord, you find the Profecutors have nothing to fay to me upon this Head, after all the Slanders 
and Stories they have Publiilied againft me, of my having Money in my Hands which belonged to the 
Deceafed. But though they do not flir it, I will, and give your Lordfhip a full Account of all that e- 
ver was in that Matter : When I lodg'd at KrtforJy fome time finee, fhe defired itic to recommend to 
' her a Security for 200 /. if it came in my way, my Lord, when I came to Town, I underflood that one 
Mrs. Puller, a Client of mine, had a Mortgage formerly made to her by one Mr. Loftiis of Lamheth in Shv 
rey, for the like Summ, and that fhe was willing to have in her Money 3 I wrote to this Gentlewoman, 
the Deceafed, to acquaint her of the Security, flie thereupon did fend up 200 /. and fome odd Pounds 
for Intereft (the Account of which I produced to my Lord Chief Juflice) this Money was lent tome by 
. Mr. Cramfeld, as I have been informed, and by him given to Mr. Tollers Clark, and by him brought pub- 
lickly to me 3 ray Lord, this Mortgage I immediately Transferr'd by Affignment, Indors'd on the back 
of it, and Mrs. Hahherfiild, aTruflee for Mrs. P«//«-, Signed and Sealed it,' and that very 2.00/. and In- 
terefl due was at one and the fame time paid to Mrs. Puller, and by her the Principal was paid to her 
Daughter, in part of her Portion. All this was Tranfafled the beginning of D ec ember and fhe was 
not drowned till the 13th of March following : And my Lord, thefe People that are now the Profccfu- 
tors, did owm before my Lord Chief Juftice, that they had found this Mortgage amongfi: the Deceafeds 
Writings in her Cabinet at the time of her Death. Now, my Lord, I fay, that faving this one Service 
I did her, as I faid in December hi}, I never was Totherwlfe concerned with her in the' receiving, or dif- 
pofing of any of her Money 5 nor had I ever any of her Securities for Money in my keepinu : and I 
defie any Adverfary I have to fliew the contrary. ^ ^ * 

My Lord, as there appears no Malice, no Intereft, fo they have prov'dforme that there was no Con- 
cealment of Shame,to induce me to commit fo Barbarous an Adion 3 otherwife.perhaos now they find they 
can affign no other Caufe, they would content themfelves to give that reafon, and fling that Scandal at 
roe : And though I take it by the Experience I have had of them, they did not defian to do me anv 
Favour, yet I thank 'em, in endeavouring to vindicate her Honour, they have fecured my Reputation 
againft that Calumny 3 and though 1 am fatisfied, as I faid, they did not intend me Kindnefs yet I thank 
God they have given me a juft Opportunity to take advantage of their Cunning, for the clearina -nv' la- 
nce nee in that Aarticular. ^ ' ^ 

Then 



Then, my Lord, not to refl: it her?, but to iatislie the Jury and the World how this Gcnri:';von:):iri 
came to dc-.croy her felt, I fhall give rhe elearell: Evidence ihat wis ever given in any Courr, tb.it /he mur- 
thcred her feit j when ( enter upon this Proof, I mull of neccirity trefoifs upon the Char^cler of ihis 
Gentlewoman tliat is dead, I conkfs this is a tender Point, 'tis a thing I would willingly be excu^'d i'rom, 
and 'tis not without a great deal of Relu^tancy and Compulfion forc'd from me : That fhe was mehm- 
cholly the Profecutors themfelves have prov'd ^ but I mult of r.'ceflity Ihow you the Occalion and Rea- 
ionsot it, and ihe Witneifes will tell vourLordihip what defperate Refolutions flie had been under for- 
rsK^rly, and that will lead me to near the time of her Death j to ihow why, and upon what Accidentsvfiie 
made away her felf. 1 will not innumerate Particulars, by way of opening 3 only I mnil tell your Lord- 
Ihip, that fome Letters of hers puft of neceffiry be produced, which truly as I faid, I (liould not med- 
dle with, if I had not thefe mnocent Gen^emen here to defend, as well as my felf j perhaps it may be 
laid, that in Honour I ought to conceal the Wcaknefs of this Gentlewoman, but then in Honour and Ju- 
fticc to thefe Gentlemen that are fallly accufed with me I cannot do it 5 1 hope this one reafon will ex- 
cufe me to the World, for 1 have no other that could have obliged me to bring thefe Letters upon the 
Stage j I folemnly proteft, if Htood here lingly in the Cafe of my own Life, upon the Evidence givm 
againlt me, I take it to be fo inconiiderable, 1 would not do it ; but I muft do it to fliow that thefe Gen- 
tlemen alfo are innocent, and to preferve them, becaufe I am f.itistied in my own mind they are fo. My 
Lord, when I have done that, I fhall fliow your Lordfhip in the next place, that it is utterly impoUible I 
could be concern'd in this Faft j if had had all the motives and provocations in the World to hav'.^ do.ie 
it : I fliall fliow your Lordfhip in point of time it could not te. 

The IVlaid Scirab Walker, who is the fingle Witnefs take it, that fays any thing in the leaf! relating to 
me, faid but now, the Clock had llruck it before Aie carried up the Coals, and about a quarter of an 
hour after, while fhe was warming the Bed above flairs, fhe heard the Door clap, and fometime after 
that file came down and found that I and her Millrefs were gone, Now in point of time I fhaU prove it 
utterly irapoflible I could be guilty of the Faft I am accufed of, being feen to come into the Glove Inn 
as the Town Clock (truck eleven, and flaying there more than a quarter of an hour, was after feveral 
things done at my Lodging, in Bed before twelve a Clock, and went no more out that Night as I fhall 
ipiove. As for that little circumftance of fending for my Horfe, which they have made ufe of all along 
to back this profecution j their very telling me of that matter, fhews how they are put to their fhifts to 
■ juftifiie their accufing me 5 1 fay in prudence / ought to have done what 1 did : / fent for him on the Tm.-/- 
day, but as their Witnefs faith, I told him, at the time ibid him fetch my Horfe, not to ufe then, nor 
till bv the courfe of the Circuit I was to go mto Effex with the Judges the next Morning j and till then 
the Profecutors Witnefs, who is the Ofllcr of the Glove Inn, was ordered to fet him up there to litter him 
' down, and to take care of him and feed him, and that he fhould be ready tor mc to go to Chclin^f jrd on 
the morrow, whither f went with the other Councel the next iMorning being IVednifday, and rhis my 
Lord is the whole of that matter. 

My Lord, this Bufinefs flept near two Months after the Coroners Inquefl before I heard of it, or ima- 
gined my felf to be concerned inir, and was never flirr'd till two Parties differing on all other occafions 
had laid their Heads together 3 I beg leave to let your Lordfliip a little into that matter, to fhow you 
how this Profecution came to be managed, with fo much noife and violence as it hath been. I can make 
it appear, that one of the greateft of the Quakers, Mr. Mead by name, has very much, and indireft'y 
too, concerned himfelf in this matter 3 it feems they fancy the Reputation of their Seil is concern'd in 
it, for they think it a wonderful thing, nay abfolutely impoffible (however other People may belyable to 
fuch refolutions) that one who was by her Education intit'iled to the Light within her,fhould run head- 
long into the Water, as if fhe had been pofTefl with the Devil 5 of this they think their Sex is to be 
clear'd, though by fpilling the Blood of Four Innocent Men. The other fort of People that conpur 
with the Quakers in this Profecution, I fhall mention now I come to obferve what the WitneCfes are that 
have been produced againflme 3 fome of them I have nothing to objeft to, but that they are extreme 
Indigent and Poor, and have been helped by the Profecutor, thofe that are fo fay nothing as to me 3 
others who live in this Town, and give their Opinions of the manner of her Death, are pofifefl: with 
much prejudice againft me, upon Feuds that have rifen at the Eleftions of my Father and Brother ia this 
Town, and thefe with the Quakers have v^hoUy dreft up this matter for feveral ends the Quakers to 
maintain the Reputation of their Sefl:, and the others to deflroy, or break at leaft, thelntereft of m.y Fa- 
mily in this Place : But however eflfeftual thefe defigns may have been, to have made a great noife in the 
World out of nothing 3 I am fatisfied now, that I am in a Court of Juflice, where no Perfons Reputa- 
tion, much lefs his Lffe, will be facrific'd to the Policy or Malice of a Party without Proof 3 and there- 
fore I have taken up fo much of your time, to fet the true rife of this Profecution before you in a clea 
Light. 

My Lord, as to my coming to this Town on Monday, it was the firflday of the Affixes, and that was 
the reafon that brought me hither 3 before I came out of Town, I confefs, I had a defign of taking % 
LodwinCT at this Gentlewomans Houfe, having been invited by Letter fo to do 3 and the reafon why i did 
not Was" this 3 my Brother when be went the Circuit always favour'd me with the offer of a part of hii 
Lodging, which out of good Husbandry I always accepted : The lafi Circuit was in Parliament time, 
and my Brother being in the Mony Chair could not attend the Circuit as he us'd to do, he had very 
good Lodgings, I think one of the befl: in this Town, where I us'd to be with him, thefe were always 
kept for him, unlefs notice was given to the contrary 3 the Friday before J came down to the Aflizes, 1 
banned to be in company with my Brother and another Gentleman, and then I fliow'd them the Letter, 
by which I was earneflly invited down to lie at the Houfe of this Gentlewoman, during the AfTizes, 
(it is dated the 9th of March lafl) and defigningto comply with the invitation 3 I thereupon delired my 
Brother to Write to Mr. Barfoot our Landk)rd, and get him, if he could, to diffofe of the Lodgings, for 
faid / if he keeps them they mufl be paid for, and then / cannot well avoid lying there 3 my Brother 
did fay he would Write, if he could think on't 5 and thus if Mr, P.tr/of difpof;d of the Lodgings, I 



own f intended to lie at the Deceafcds Houfe, but if not, / looked on my ftlf as obliged to he at Air. 
^Arfooti:. Accordingly / lhall prove, affoon as ever / came to this Town in the iVtornjng of the firll day 
ot the AfTues, / went diredly to Mr. lUrfoots, (the Maid and all .igrec in this) and the rcafon was, / 
had not feen my Brother after he faid he would Write before / went out of London • and therefore it 
was proper for me to gofirft to ^t.Barfoots^ to know whether my Brother had Wrote to him, and whe- 
ther he had difpofed of the Lodgings or notj aflbon as /came to Mr. Hayfoot'sy there was one Mr. T.iylur 
of this Town came to me, and 1 in his hearing ask'd Mr. Barfoot^ his Wife, and Maid-fcrvant one after 
another, if they had received a Letter from my Brother to unbefpeak the Lodgings ^ they told me no, 
that the Room was kept for us, and I think that they had made a Fire, and that the Sheets were airing ; 
1 was a little concerned he had not writ, but being Satisfied that no Letter had been received, 1 (aid im- 
mediately, a5 I fliall prove by feveral Witneffes, if it be fo I mull ftay with you, /will take up my Lodg- 
ing here j thereupon / lighted, and fent for my Bag from the Coffee-houfe, a.id I lodg'd all my thmgsat 
Burfoors^ and thus I took up ray Lodging there as ufual ; I had no fooner done this, but Surah li^alker came 
to me from her Miftrcfs to invite me to Dinner, and accordingly 1 went and dined there, and when I went 
away it may be true that, being asked, / faid / would come again at Night, but that / did fay / would 
lie there, I do pofitively deny, and knowing I could not lie there, 'tis unlikely / fhould fay fo : my 
Lord, at Night / did come again and paid her fome mony, which / received from Mr. Loftus, who is the 
Mortgager for Intereft of the 200 /. I before mentioned (it was Six Pounds odd mony in Guineas and half 
Guineas) I writ a Receipt, but fhe declined the Signing ofit, preffing me to ftay there that Night, which 
I refufed as engaged to lie at Mr. Barfoots and took my leave of her 5 and that very Mony which I paid 
her was found in her Pocket, as I have heard after /he was drowned. 

Now my Lord, the reafon that I went to her Houfe at Night, was firft, as 1 faid, to pay her the Inte- 
reft Money j in the next place it was but fitting, when I found my felf under a neceffity of difappointing 
her, and lying at Barfoots to go to excufe my not lying there ^ which I had- iiot an opportunity at Din- 
ner time to do. My Lord, 1 open my Defence fhortly, referring the particulars to the Witnefles them- 
felves, in calling thofe who will fully refute the Suppofitions and Inferdnces made by the Profecutors, of 
whom, firft my Lord, I ftiall begin with to ftiew there is no Evidence of any Murther at all committed 5 
and this I fay again ought to be indifputably made manifeft and prov'd before any Man can be fo much as 
fufpefted for it. 

Mr. Bar. Hatfellj Do not flourlfli too much, Mr. Cowper^ if you have opened all your Evidence, call 
your Witneffes, and when they have ended, then make your Obfervations. Mr. Coiv^er. Then, my 
Lord I will take up no more of your Time in opening this Matter. 

Call Robert Dew {-ivbo appear d) 

When Mrs. Sarah Stout drowned her felf, was not you a Parifh Officer ? 

R, Deiv. I was, 1 was next Houfe to the Coach and HorfeSy and about fix of the 

Clock came a little Boy, (Thomas Parker s Boy) and faid there was a Woman fallen into the River 5 I con- 
fider'd it was not my bufinefs, but the Coroners,and I fent the Boy to the Coroner, to acquaint him with 
it, and the Coroner fent word by the Boy, and defired ftie might be taken out, fo I went to the River, 
and faw her taken out j fhe lay in the (River, as near as I could guefs) half a Foot in the \Vater,flie was 
cover'd with Water, ftie had a ftrip'd Petticoat on, but nothing could be feen of it above Water 5 I 
heav'd her up, and feveral Sticks were underneath her, and Flags, and when they took her out, fhe 
froth'd at the Nofe, and Mouth. 

Mr. Coivper. How was fhe driven between the Stakes ? 

R. Dru;. She lay on the right fide, her Head leaning rather downwards, and as they pull'd her up, I 
<:ry'd, hold, hold, you hurt her Arm, and fo they kneel'd down and took her Arm from the Stakes. 

Mr. Coivper^ Did you fee any Spots upon her Arm ? R. Dew. Yes, Sir. 

Mr. Coivper y What fort of Spot was it ? R. Bev!.. It was reddifti, I believe the Stakes did 

it 5 for her Arm hit upon the Stake where fhe lay. 

Mr. CoTLper^ Pray how do thefe Stakes ftand about the Bridge of the Mill ? 

R. Dw, I fuppofe they ftand about a Foot afunder, they ftand flanting, leaning down the Stream a 
little. Mr. Coivper^ Could you difcern her Feet ? 

^ R. DeWf No, nothing like it, nor the ftrip'd Petticoat /he had on 

Mr. Couper, Might not her Knees and Legs be upon the Ground, for what you could fee ? 

R. Deu't Truly, if I was put upon my Oath, whether they were fo, or not, I durft not Swear it ; fome- 
times the Water there is fourFeet,fometimes three and a half,/ believe her Feet were very near the bottom. 

Mr Couper, Are not the Stakes nail'd with their Head againft the Bridge ? R. Dtw. They arc nail'd 
to the fide of the Bridge. Mr. Coupery Pray defcribe the manner in which they took her up. 

R. Dcwy They ftoop'd down and took her up. Mr. Conper^ Did they take her up at once ? 

K. Deu-y They had two heavings, or more ? Mr. Couptr. What was the reafon they did not take her 
up at once ? R. Deiv, Becaufe / cry'd out, they hurt her Arm. Mr. Coupe-r^ Was fhe not 

vithin the Stakes? 

R. Den'y No, this Shoulder kept her out. Mr. Co'-^pery When you complain'd they hurt her 

Arm, what Anfwer did they make you ? R. Den: They ftoop'd down and took her Arm out from be- 
tween the Stakes, they could not have got her out elfe. 

Mr. Coivpery After fhe was taken out, did you obferve any Froth or Foam come from her Mouth, or* 
Noife? R.DeiVy There was a white Frofch came from her, and as they wip'd it away, it was on 

again prefently. Mr. Co-.ipery What was the appearance of her Face and upper Parts at' that time ? 

R, Dr^-y She was fo much disfigured, / believe, that fcarce any of her Neighbours- knew her, the Slime 
of the W^ater being upon her. Mr. Coivpery Did you fee her Maid Sarah Walker at that time ? 

R. De'^ y No. 




between 5 and 6 of the Clock laft Afftzes? Mr. Conpery W'hat Officer was you? 
Youn;r [ W2S Conftable, Mr. Coiipcr, Was you employ'd bv the Coroner ' 



ploy U Jn- tiie (^oroner ' Xottng 



TouTjg. Notly hin\ in Perfon. Betvreen five and fix a Clock, fome of the Men that came Into my Yard to 
work, told mc a W^man was drowned at tlie Mill, 1 ftaid a little, and went dow n to lee, and when I came 
tiiere, 1 law a Woman, a^ t'ley had told me, and I law part of her Coat lie on the Top of the Water to be fee:;, 
and I look'd ilriftly and rucely within the Bridge, and faw tiie Face of a Woman, and her left Arm was on the 
out-llde the Stakes, wnxtii i beiieve kept her from going thro' ; fo I look'd upon her very v ilhfally, and was 
going back again, anu ai I came back, I met with K. Dew, and two of my Neighbours, and they ask'd me to 
go back with thc rn, aiiu laid liiey were going to take lier up, and being Conifablc, I told them, I thought it wa'i 
not proper to u ii, and tiiey laia they had Orders for it ; lo I being Conftable went back with them, and when 
1 came thcie, i niund her in the fame Pollute as before, we vlew'd her very wilhfully ; her Coat chat was dri- 
ven near the i\akes was feen, but none of her other Coats, or her Legs, and after we had look'd a little while 
upon her, v/e fpake to Deii and Wife, to take her up, and one of them took hold of her Coat till he brought her 
above Water ; ana a^ aer Arm drew up, 1 faw a black place, and Ihe laid fideway, that he could not take her 
up ti'l they had let n^r down again, and fo they twilled her out lideway ; for the Stakes were fo near together, 
that fne could nor lie upon her Belly, nor upon her Back, and when they had taken her up, they laid her down 
upon a tureen place, and after ihe was laid down, a great quantity of Froth (like the Froth of new Beer) work'd 
cut of ricr I'voitrils. 

Mi B.-i. HatfeU, How much do you call a great quantity ? 

Toii ig^ i: : oi;; up in Bladders, and run down on the fides of her Face, and fd rofe again ; and feeing her look 
■ ,: C.ei.t]e .-. oir.aa, we defir'd one Ulfe to fearch her Pockets, to fee if there were any Letters, that we might 
who fhe was, fo tne Woman did, and I believe there was twenty or more of us, that knew her very well 
, .X. li.e was alive, and nor one of us knew her then, and the Woman fearch'd her Pockets, and took out fix 
Guiiitas ten Shillings and three half-penny, and fomc other Things ; and after that, I defir'd fome of my Neigh-^ 
bouis 10 ^ J wiih me and teil the Mony ; for when it came to be known who flic M'as, I knew we mull give an 
A -C JuwL on't, and I laid it upon a Block and told it, and they tied it up in an Handkerchif, and I laid I would 
ke"^. e Mony, and tiiey Ihould Seal it up, to prevent any Quellion about it } and during all this while of Dif- 
co..i;e> ana Sealing up the Mony, the Froth ftill work'd out of her Mouth. 

hi\ Ccwj[>er, Have you mealur'd the depth of the Water; what depth is it there ? 

7\iung, 1 jiiCafur'd the Water this Morning, and it was fo high, that it run over the Floodgate, and the height 
of It Was ujout four Foot^wo Inches, but fomerimes 'tis Pen'd up to a greater height than 'tis to Day. 
Mr Cowper, Was it higher to Day, than when the Body was found ? 
Totiiig, i o the bell of my remembrance, 'twas as high to Day, as it was th«n. 

Mr co.pf er, Was any part of the Body above Water ? "^oung, No, nor nothing like the Body could be feen. 

Mr Cowpzr, Could you fee where her Legs lay ? Toung, No, nor nothing but her upper COats which 

■weie driven againll the Stakes. Mr Cowper, Pray give an account how long fhe lay there, and when Ihe 

was convey 'd away. Tou7ig, I llaid a quarter of an Hour, and then I went and Seal'd up the Mony at my 

own Houfe, fo that I did not fee her remov'd. Mr Jones, Was any Body there befides your felf at this 

time ? Toung, Yes, Twenty People at the leaft. 

Mr Jone'fy Now here is ten of them that have fworn that the Body was above thefurface of the Water. 

Mr Bar. Hatj'ell, No, her Cloaths they fay were, but the Body was fomething under the water. 

Ml CoTvpsr, Now I will trouble yomr Lordfliip no more with that Faft, but I Will give you an account of the 
Coroners Inquell, how diligent they were in their Proceedings, and produce a Copy of the Inquifitioa it felf, 
that flie was found to have drowned herfelf. ^ _ - 

Mr Bar. Hatfell, Mr Cowper, That is no Evidence, If it be produced in order to contradlft what thefe Witnefies 
have laid, that have been examined for the King ; but if you will prove^ that they have fworn otherwife before 
the Coroner, than they now do, then you fay fomething, otherwife the Coroners Inqueft fignifies nothing as to 
the prefent queflion. 

Mr Cowper, Call Thomas Wall, I am loth to troublefome, but If you pleafe to favour me, I defire to know of 
them, whether they do admit there was an Inquifition, and that ftie was feund Non Compos Mentis^ and did kill 
herfelf. Mr Jonesy We do admit it. 

Jurymen, We defire it may be read. 

Mr Bar. Hatfell, Why, won't you believe what they agree to on both fides. 
• Juryman. If they do agree fo, I am fatisfied. 

Mr Cowper, Thomas IVall, Pray do you give an account of what you know of Mrs Stout's being taken up ? 

Wall, My Lord, I was one of the Jury, that viewed her at the Place where Ihe was laid, when fhe was taken 
up, and there was no marks upon her, only a little mark about her Ear, and fomething near her Collar Bone, that 
was all I fee upon her. 

Mr Cowper, Do you know anything of any Surgeons being imploy'd to vlewthofe marks ? 

Wall, My Lord, we had feveral Perfons that came before us that we examined, we had a difpute concerning 
thele marks what might effeft them ; and we defired .Mr Dlmfdale, and Mr Camlin to fee them, that we might be 
the better fatisfied, and they both went down and viewed the Body after it was brought down to Mrs Stouts, and 
they came back both of them, and Mr John Dimfdale told us, that thele marks were no more than were ufuai ia 
luch Cafes, and it was only the Stagnation of Blood. 

Mr Cowper, Was it the old man, or the young man ^ 

^Tii//, It was the young man. Mr Cow]>^r, Ufual he did fay ? 

Wall, I can tell the very Words, I liave them writ down. 
Mr Cowper, Pray do fo, for he was denied it here. 

W.^ll, (Looks on his Paper) here 'tis. Mr Dimfdale and Mr Camlin came to us, and Mr Dlmfdale fpake and fail 
thele marks are ufual, or might be ufual, or if they were marks, it was no more than was ufual in fuch Cafes ; 
and that it was the Stagnation of Blood. 

Mr Cowper, Now you have your Notes In your Hand, pray what did Sarah Walker fay to you, as to the time I 
went from Mrs Stoats ? 

" Wall, Sarah Walker laid it was about 1 1 a Clock when fhe took up Coals to warm the Bed, but fhe faid fhe 
could not, nor did not know when Mr Cowper went out, for fhe warm'd the Bed, and Mr Cowper not coming up, 
llie took up fome more Coals, and tarried a little longer, and no body coming up, fhe went down, and found Mr 
Cofvpcr was gone, and fhe look'd into the Parlour and her Miflrefs was gone. 

Mr Bar. Hatfell, The Woman faid the fame thing. 

Mr Cowper, 'Tis necefifary in this particular as to the time. 

Mr Bai-. Hatfell, She told you the Clocks did differ. (Then Mr Dowden was called.) 
Mr Cowper, Weil, what do you know of the taking up of Mrs Stout .? 

Bowden. I went with the reft of the Neighbours to view her, and I did perceive It was Mrs Sarah Stout's Body, 
tho' fome qucftioned it ; I do believe I was the fccond Perfon th^t; dii<;QY^r'd ij yras } ai»d; my tord, I did 
Ibe a tjrea; deal of fro^h \h*\ Wflic ot hir mQltth »nd nQib-Ui- 
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Ml Cowpcr. Dill ybu g© atout to wipe It away ? 

3orvui.'n, No, but loiue other Pcrlon did, it come out in a great quantity. , 
Mr yonesy How much do yon call a great quantity ? 

Bowden^ Her mouth and nolh ih were very full of it. Mr ^ems, VV^as not her mcuth Ihut ? 

Bovedcn, I did nor obfei-ve that. Mr Cowpcr, How long had flie lain there before yoa came ? 

Bowden^ I believe I was rhcre in iialf an hour, as foon as I heard the report of it I went down 

Mr Covpr,-, Call Mr Shuw. Mr Bar. Hatjelt, Well, what can you fay to this matter ? 

Shut!, Sir, I was fummoned upon the Jury, upon the Coroners Inquell, and I perceived when I was there, that 
the fame ftufF worked out of Mrs Stout s Noftriis, as worked out of the Childs. 

Mr Bar. HatfeU, What Child is that you fpeak of, is it tlic Child that was drowned in the fame place as Mrs 
Stout was ? Shute. Yes. 

Mr Cowpcr, My Lord, I am very tender how I take up your Lordflilps time, and therefore I will not trouble 
you with anymore witnelles upon this Head, but with your Lordftiips leave, I will proceed to call fome Phyfi- 

cians of note and eminence, to confront the learning of the Gentlemen on the other fide Dr. Sloane, you 

were In Court when thefe Gentlemen delivered their Opinion concerning Mrs Stout's having no water in her, I 
defire you would give your Opinion in that matter. 

Dr Sloaxc, I have not heard them very particularly or diftlnftly, becaufe of the great Crowd, fome of them I 
have.; Cafes of this kind are very uncommon, and none of them have fallen direftly under my own Knowledge. 
As to my Opinion of drowning, it is plain, that if a great quantity of Water be fwallowed by the Gullet into tha 
Stomach, it will not fufFocate nor drown the Perfon . Drunkards, who fwallow freely a great deal of Liquor, and 
thofe who are forced by the Civil Law to drink a very great quantity of Water,which in giving the Queftion (as 
'ris call'd) is poured into them fey way of torture to make them confefs Crimes, have no fuffocatlon or drowning 
happen to them : But on the other hand, when any quantity comes into the Wind-pipe, fo as it does hinder or 
intercept the Infpiration, or coming in of the Air, which is neceflary for refpiratlon or breathing, the Perfon is 
fufFocated. Such a fmall quantity will do it fometimes in Prefcriptions, when People have been very weak, or 
forced to take Med'cines, 1 have obferved fome Spoonfuls in that condition (if it went the wrong way) to have 
choaked or fufFocated the Perfon. I take drowning in a great meafure to be thus, and tho' it is very likely 
when one flruggles he may (to fave himfelf from being choak'd) fwallow fome quantity of Water, yet that is 
not the caufe of his Death, but that which goes into the Wind-pipe and Lungs ; whether a Perfon comes dead 
or alive into the Water, I Ijelieve fome quantity will go into the Wind-pipe, and I believe without force after 
Death little will get into the Stomach, becaufe for that it Ihould, fwallovving is neceflary, which after Death 
cannot be done. 

Mr Ba.r.HatJeS, Pray Dr I underftand you fay this, that in cafe a Perfon is drowned, that there may bebi^t 
little water in tlie Stomach ? Dr Sloane, That it is accidental, my Lord. 

Mr Bar. Hatfel/, But what do you fay to this, if there had been water in the Body, would it not have putrl- 
ied the Parts after it had lain fix Weeks ? i 

Dr Slo.me, My Lord, I am apt to think it would have putrlfied the Stomach lefs than the Lungs, becaufe the 
Stomach is a part of the Body that is contrived by nature, partly to receive Liquids, but the contrivance of the 
Lungs is only fed by the receiving of Air, they being of afpon^y nature, the water might link more into them 
than the Stomach ; but I believe it might putrifie there too after fome time. I am apt to think that when a 
Body is buried under Ground, according to the depth of the Grave, and difterence of the weather and foil, the 
fermentation may be greater or lefler, and that according to the feveral kinds of meats or liquids in the Sto- 
mach, the putrlfaftion will likevvife vary, fo that it feems to me to be very uncertain. 

Mr Bar. Hatfell, But when they are in a Coffin, how is it then ? 

Dr Sloajie, No doubt there will be a fermentation more or lefs, according as the Air comes, more or lefs to 
the Body. Indeed it may be otherwife, where the Air is wholly Ihut out, which is fuppofed to be the way of 
Embalming, or prefervlng dead Bodies of late, without the ufe of any Spices, which is thought in a great mea- 
fure to be brought about by the clofenefs of the Coffin, and hindring of the Air from coming into the Body. 

Mr Cowper, Is it poffiblein your Judgment for any water to pafs the Thorax ? 

Dr Sloane, 1 believe 'tis hardly poffible that any fliould go from the Wind-pipe into the Cavity of the Thorax, 
■without great violence and force, for there is a membrane that covers the outlide of the Lungs, that will hinder 
the water from paffing thro' it into any part without them. 

Mr Cowper, Now do you think It poflible to find water in a drowned Body after fix Weeks time. 

Dr Sloane, I am apt to think if there was any quantity in the Lungs, the fponglnefs of the part would fuck up 
fome part of It. As to the Stomach, I have not known it tried, but 'tis like if there was a great fermentation, a 
great deal of it would rife up in vapours or fleams, and go off that way. 

Mr Cowper, Dr Garth, I can't tell whether you were in Court when the Surgeons who are WitnefiTes for the King 
gave their evidence. Dr Garth. Yes, I was. 

Mr Cowper, Then I defire you, Sir, to give your Opinion as to thofe Particulars. 

Dr Garth, I obferved in this Trial the firft Gentleman call'd for the King that fpoke to this matter was Mr 
Coatfworth. He faith he was fent for to open her, upon an afperfion of her being fald to be with Child. I agree 
•with him in what he fpeaks to that Point, but muft differ with him where he infers ftie was murther'd becaufe he 
found no great quantity of water in her, as alfo her Head extreamly mortify'd, but not her Lungs (Lungs and 
Bowels I think were us'd promifcuoufly.) Now, my Lord, as to the matter of putrefaftion, I think 'tis not much 
material whether there be any water or no in the Cavities of the Body, If water would haften putrefaftlon, it 
wou'd do It as well in the Lungs as otherwife ; there is always fome water In the lymphadufts there, the break- 
ing of which may be one occafion of Catarrhs. ^ As to what relates to the putrefaftiou of ti\e Head, it may hap- 
pen from a ftoppagc of the refluent Blood, Avhich is ftaid there in a great quantity, thro' the fuffocatlon "in the 
water, or from the neatnefs of the Brain, which is obferv'd often to mortifie firft. 

The next was Mr Dim/dale (I wou'd fpeak to them all in order if my memory wou'd permit) I think he was 
of the fame Opinion with Mr Coatfworth ; he laid the ftrefs of his lufplcion upon the mortification of the Head, 
which I think Is not at all material, no more than what they infer from her floating : It being Impoflible the 
Body IhouM have floated, unlefs it had refted, or had been entangled amongft the Stakes, becaufe all dead Bo- 
dies, (I believe) fall to the bottom, unlefs they be prevented^ by fome extraordinary tumour. My Lord, we 
iiave not only Fhliofophy, but Experiments for this. TheWitnefles all agree ffie was found upon her fide, 
which to fuppofe her to float in this Pofture, is as hard to be concelv'd, as to imagine a Shilling Ihou'd fall down 
and reft upon its edge, rather than its broad fide ; or that a Deal Board iliou'd rather float edgeways than other- 
wife ; therefore 'tis plain fhe was entangled, or elfe the Pofture had been otherwife. 

As'to the quantity of Water, I do not think it neceflaiy it ftiou'd be very great. I muft own the Water will 
force it felf into all Cavities where there is no refiftance. I believe when fhe threw herfeif in, ftie might not 
ilrjggle to fave hcrfclf, and by confequence not fup up much Water. Now there's no dired Paffage into the 
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Stomach but by the Gullet, which Is contrafted or imrs'd up by a Mufcle m nature of a Sphincter ; for If this 
PalFage was always open, like that of the Wind-pipe, the weight of the Air, would force it felf into the Sto- 
mach, and we Ihould bo lenlible of the greatefl: Inconveniencies. I doubt not, but that fome Water fell into 
her Lungs, becaufe the weight of it, wou'd force it felf down, but if we confide r the Wind-pipe with its rami- 
fications, as one Cylinder, the calculation of its contents will not amount to above 25 or 24 folid Inches of Wa- 
fer, which is not a Pint, and which might imperceptibly work and fail out. I reniembor I oifer'd a Wager ac 
Caraways Coffee-Houfe, to a Gentleman here in Court. 

Mr Bar. Hatfei/, Pray Dottor tell us your Opinion as to what the Seaman faid, and alfo to v. hat Dr Shan (aid, 
whether Water m the Body will putrihe it. 

^ Dr Garth, I fay not, for in fome places they keep Flelh Meat from corruptIng,by preferving it in Water , and 
'tis well known, 'twill putrihe kfs fo, than when exposed to Air. 

Mr Bar. UatfcU, But what do you fay as to the finking of dead Bodies In Water ? 

Dr Garth, If a itrangled Body be thrown into the VV^ater, the Lungs being filled with Air, and a Cor-d left 
about the Neck, 'tis probable it may float, becaufe of the included Air, as a Bladder wou'd, bur here is neither 
Cord, nor any mark of it, nor notning but a common Stagnation. 

Mr Bar. Hatjell, But you don't oblerve my Queftlon, the Seaman faid, that thofe that die at Sea, and are 
thrown over-board if you don't tye a weight to them, they will not fink. What fay you to that ? 

Dr Gurth, My Lord, no doubt in this they're millaken. The Seamen are a fuperftitious People, they fancy 
that whiftling at Sea will occafion a Tempell ; I muft confefs, I never law any Body thrown over-board, but I 
have rried fome Experiments on other dead Animals, and they will certainly fink, we have try'd this fince we 
came hither. Now, my Lord, I think we have Reafon to fufpedl the Seaman's Evidence, for he faith, that 
Threefcore Pound of Iron is allow'd to fink the dead Bodies, whereas fix or feven Pounds wou'd do as well. I 
cannot think the Commiflioners of the Navy guilty of fo ill Husbandry, but thedefign of tying Weights to their 
dead Bodies, is to prevent their floating at all, which otherwife wou'd happen in fome few Days, therefore what 
I fay is this, that if thele Gentlemen had found a Cord, or tlie print of it, about the Neck of this unfortunaje 
Gentlewoman, or any Wound that had occalion'd her Death, they might then have faid fomething. 

Mr Corvper, Do you apprehend that any quantity of Water, can enter into the Cavity of the Thorax; 

Dr Garth, 'Tis impoffible there fhou'd, till the Lungs be quite rotten, there is no way but by the Lungs, which ' 
are ii V-ll:ed with fo ftrong a Membrane, that we cannot force Breath with our Blow-piptis thro' it, and there's a 
great I'rovldence in fuch a texture, for if there were any large Pores in this Membrane, the Air wou'd pafs 
thro' it into the Cavity of the Thorax, and prevent the delatation of the Lungs, and by confequence there wou'd 
be an end of breathing. Mr Cowper, Dr ^orley. Pray be pleafed to give your Opinion of thcfe Matters. 

Dr Morley, Thofe which feem to be Queftions of greatelt moment, are, whether there was a neceffity for this ~ 
Body (if di-own'd) to have a great quantity of Water in it, and whether Boiies thrown dead into the Water 
float : To the firft, I anfwer pofitively, that there is no abfolutc neceffity, that fhe ihould have a great quantity 
of Water in her ; and I think the queftlon Mr Cowper ask'd Dr Coatfworth, whether he had like to been drowned 
by accident or delign, futes with my alfertion ; for if this Gentlewoman did voluntarily drown herfelf, fhe then 
in ail likelihood threw herfelf into the Water, with a refolution of keeping her Breath for a fpeedy fufFocatioii, 
and then if upon the firll endeavours for refpiration (which naturally mult be) flie drew into her Lungs two 
Omices of Water, it was the fame thing to drowning of her, as if there had been two Tun. We fee the fame 
thing done by Divers, in order to fave themfelves, as it happened to this unfortunate Geiitbwoman, in her de- 
fign of deilroying herfelf : If a Diver before he comes to the furface of Water, fliould fb far miftake his Power 
of holding his Breath, that he Ihould be forced to endeavour refpiration, the little Water he drew into his Lungs 
by this attempt to refpire, may drown him. We laft Night drown'd a Dog, and afterwards dilTefted him, and 
found not a Spoonful of Water in his Stomach, and I believe about two Ounces in his Lungs, while we were 
doing this, we drowned another, and he lay at the Bottom and did not float ; no more would he have done, if 
he had been hang'd before thrown into the Water ; we took him up, and upon opening him, we found much 
about the fame quantity of Water in his Lungs, or little or none in his Stomach, they both froth'd at Nofe and 
Mouth, becaufe the Water coming into the little Bladders of the Lungs, and there meeting with Air, a commo- 
tion arofe between the Water and Air, which caufed the froth. To the fecdnd quefl-ion, I think if Bodies new 
killed fwim, 'tis by accident, for the Reafon that Bodies fwim. Is becaufe by putrifaftion they rarifie , by rari- 
faftion they grow lighter, which brings them to the Top of the Water. 

Mr Cowper, I defire to know if any Man of Skill In Prudence, would give his Opinion ? 

Mr Bar. Hatfei/, That is not a proper queftlon. 

Mr Cowper, Then I will ask it thus, do yoi^ t hink, Doftor, It Is to be known fix Weeks after. If a Perfon was 
drowned. Dr Morley, I think it Is morally impoffible. Mr Cowper, Can there be any Water in the Thorax ? 

Dr Morley, By an Impofthume, or fome violence to nature poffibly, but I think no otherwife. 

Mr Cowper, Dr Wool/, what is your Opinion if a Perfon be drowned, whether it can be difcovered 6 Weeks after ? 

Dr Woollapn, My Lord, I think it is impoffible to be known, for if there had been never fo much Water in 
the Body at firft, it could not lye there fo long, but muft of neceffity have forced its way out. We fee in Per- 
fons that dye of Dropfies, that the Water will work it felf out (and fometimes burft the Body) before it is bu- 
ried. And I am fure, if it do fo In Dropfies where there are no vifible Pafiages for it to get out at, it muft do 
fo much more in drowned Perfons, where the Water lies only In the Stomach and Guts; and has nothing to 
hinder its working out, when it ferments, as it always doth. Mr Cowper, Have you ever made any Experi- 

ments in that nature, Doftor ? Dr IVooUafion, I have made no Experiments, but I have feen a very particu- 
lar inftance. Mr Bar. Hatfei/, That is very well, pray let us hear it, Doftor. 

Dr Wooliafion, My Lord, about 3 Years fince, I faw 2 Men that were drowned out of the fame Boat. They 
were taken up the next Day after they were drowned. One of 'em was indeed prodigioufly fwell'd, fo much 
that his Cloaths were burft in feveral places of his Sides and Arms, and his Stockings in the Seams ; his Hands 
and Fint'crs were ftrangely extended, his Face was almoft all over black ; but the other was not in the leaft 
fwell'd in any Part, nor difcoloured. He was as lank, I believe, as ever he was in his Life-time, and there was 
not the leaft fign of any Water in him, except the watry froth at his Mouth and Noftrils. My Lord, this I faw 
my felf, and took very particular notice of it. Mr Jones, Did you fee thefc Bodies taken out of the Water 

your fel'f, Doftor ? Dt WooUajhn, 'f<io,' S\x. Mr How long had they been taken out whe^ 

you faw them ? Dr WooUajlon, I enquired, and to the beft of my Memory, it was that fame Day ? 

Mr Bar. Hatfei/, But what do you think Doftor, of a Perfons being drown'd, without taking in any Water ? 

Dr Wool/afon, My Lord, what is taken in Is, I believe chiefly at the furface of the Water, when they open 
their Mouths for Breath, and the Water that ruflies in, they are_ fjic'd to drink down, to keep it from their 
Lun"-s But when the Head Is quite under Water, I don't think it is poffible for any quantity to get down into 
the Stomach ; becaufe it being Breath they open for, the very firft Water they take in, wouli of neceffity fill 
the Lungs, aad wlien the Breath is ibpt, \ don'c j[ee hosy :hey caji M\o\r. 

Mr Cowper^ 
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Mr for/jfi-, DrGr//?ro^, what is your Opinion of this matter ? 

Dr Gdjiroj?^ I don't think they can make any Judgment of Perfons being drowned after fix Weeks time. 
Mr Confer^ Can any Water get into the Thorax ? 
Dr Geljtrofy^ No, not unlefs the Lungs be putrificd. 

Mr Co-w^er^ Is a great quantity of Water neccflary to Perfons dying by drowning. 
\}v Geljirop^ No, only io much as may hinder refpiration. ' 

Mr Coupr, Now, my Lord, I would call Mr If'i/li^m Confer, andbccaufe of his Name, I muft acquaint 
your Lordfhip, that he is not at all related to me, tho' I fhould be proud to own him if he were fo, he 
is a man of great Learning, and I believe moft People admit him the bell Anatomitt in Europe. 

Mr Coupi'i-y Pray will you give your Opinion of this matter ? 

Mr JV. Coufe,-, My Lord, 1 hope what I /hall fay, will not be fufpefted bccaufe I am of the fime 
Name, for this Gentleman is an utter Stranger to me. 

Mr Bar. Hat fell. Pray, Mr Confer, without any Apology, give your Opinion concerning Perfons 
drowned, and fiow 'tis with them in their inward Parts ? 

Mr U'^. Confer, I give you a fhort account, I hope to your Satisfaction too, niy Lord. I will not only 
fpeak from Reafon, but give you the Teftiroony of the Experiments I have made upon this occalion. 
My Lord, I heard it made a mighty Argument, that this Perfon had no Water that feemed to flow out, 
but the Witnefles agree there was a froth. Now, my Lord, it was not reafonable to expert any thing 
but froth. My Lord, had fhe been thrown into the Water, and made her utmoft efiorts, which fhe 
would then have done to have fav'd herfelf, and been often buoyed up to the Top of the Water, no 
doubt but fhe would have fwallowed a confiderable quantity of Water before flie h.ad been drowned j 
and it may be expelled to flow from her, if her Head had been inclined downwards. 

This is a Trutn that no man can deny, who is acquainted with any thing of this nature, that when 
the Head of an Animal is under Water, the firft time it is obliged to infpire (or draw in Air) the Water 
will neceffarily flow into its Lungs, as the Air would do if it were out of the Warer ^ which quantity of 
Water (if the Dimenfions of the Wind-pipe and its branches in the Lungs be confidered) will not amount 
to three Inches fquare, which is about three Ounces of Water. Nor is a greater quantity of Water in 
the Wind-pipe neceflary fo choak any Perfon, if we do but refledl what an ebullition is caufed by its 
meeting with the Air, which remain'd in the Lungs, whereby a fmall quantity of Water is converted in- 
to a froth, and the Channel of the Wind-pipe, and thofe of the Bronchia are filled with it 5 infomuch 
that no Air can enter the Lungs, for the office of refpiration. After a Suffocation is thus commenced 
(I am apt to think) all regular animal Aftions are perverted, and particularly that of fwallowing (or de- 
glutition) and what Water flows into the Lungs at the inflant, or after this Suffocation, is from its own 
weight j which is more or lefs as the Body is farther under, or nearer the furface of the^W^ater. My 
Lord, I don't fpeak this by way of conjeflure or Hypothcfis, but I have made Experiments, which have 
« fuggefted what I here offer. 1 fhall by the by tell you how falacious the firft Experiment was, when I 
propofed to fatisfie my felf, whether a dead Body would float in Water ; it happened, that a Spaniel, 
that had a great deal of long hair was hanged for this purpofe, which I found fwim on the furface of 
the Water ; but when I confidered that his hair might buoy him up, I caufed another Dog, which had 
ftxorter and lefs hair to be hanged, and put into the Water, which (agreeable to what I had always con- 
ceived of a Human Body) funk direftly to the Bottom. In order to fatisfie my felf what quantity of 
"Water was neceflary to enter the Body of an Animal, and caufe a fuffocation in Water, I caufed three 
Dogs when alive to be fuddenly plunged under Water, till they were ftifled, one was before Ileft Londoyiy 
the other two I made the Experiment on laft Night, in the prefence of Dr Shane and Dr Morley, and wc 
could not compute there was more than three Ounces of Water in their Lungs, and none that we could 
perceive in their Stomachs. 

Dead Bodies neceflarily fink in Water, if no diflenfion of their Parts buoy them up ; this diflenfion 
fometimes happens before Death, at other times foon after, and in Bodies that are drowned after they lye 
under Water : This enlargement of them is caufed by a rarefaftion of the humors within the Cavities, 
and the Body neceffarily rifcs to the furface of the Water. Your Lordfhip, may infer this from what the 
Seamen told vou, and the great weight they ufe to faften to their Bodies that died of Difeafes, was not of 
fuch ufe to fink them, as it was to prevent their floating afterwards 5 fo that the weight was neceflary for 
thofe that were killed, as vs ell as thofe that died of Difeafes. 

It is fo commonly known, that the Contents in the Stomach of a dead Body are difcharged bv the 
Mouth and Noftrils fo foon as it begins to ferment, and the Belly becomes diflervded* that 'tis no wonder 
that Water, if the greateil quantity that had been in the Stomach, or any thing elfe that was fluid, muft 
be forced from thence fix Weeks after Death. 

My Lord, I can't but think it ridiculous to expert Water in the Cavity of the Thorax ; it is fuch a 
conceit as nothing in Nature can account for : Unlefs the Lungs had fuffered fome Apofthumation or 
the like, whereby the Water may pafs their outward Membranes into that Cavity. 

Mr Cow/'fr, With your Lordfliip's favour, I now think it a proper time to make this Obfervation. The 
Witnefles that have given Evidence for the King, do fay, they believe fhe was not drowned j but they 
tave not pretended to fay how fhe died other wifo. 
Mr Bar. ?Iatfell, That is very true. 

Mr Cow/fr, Dr Crelly I defire you will be pleafed to give an Account of this Matter. 

Dr Crell, My Lord, I have little to fay in this Affair, the Phyficians that have been Examined already 
iiaving made it out, that Perfons who are drowned may have but little Water in their Bodies • but I 
have taken what pains I could, upon fo fhort warning, and I will tell you the Opinion of feveral 
eminent Authors. My own Opinion is, That a very fmall quantity of Water, not exceeding three Ounces 
is fufficient to drown any Body 5 and I believe that the reafon of the Suffocation, or of any Perfons be- 
ing ftiHed under Water, is from the intercepting of the Air, that the Perfon can't breath, without which 
he cajinot live. Now my Lord, I will give you the Opinion of feveral ancient Authors. 

Mr Bar. 




Mr Baron T-Litfell^ Pray Dodor tell us your own Obfervations, 

Dr CVe//, My Lord, it nuft be Reading as well as a Man's own Experience, that will tt2ake anyone a 
Pbydcian 3 for without t ie Reading of Books of that Art, the ^rt it felf cinnot be attained to ; belidcs, 
my Lord, 1 humbly cor .eive, that jn luch a difficult Cafe as this, we ought to have a great defertntc 
for the Reports and Op.uions of Learned Men : Neither do I fee any reafon why I fliouid nor quote the 
Fathers of my frofcffior. in this Cale* as well as ydu Gentlemen of the Long-Robe quote Coke upon L.h- 
titon in others j but 1 (hall not trouble the Court long, I fliall only infift upon what yfmyrof? Party re- 
lates in his Chapter of P.enunciations. He was chief Surgeon to Fr,v7cis the Ywil, em.ploy'd by him in 
moftof his Sieges and Bittles againil the Emperor CharUs the Fifth, and confequently mull: obferv^, and 

■ tells us, that the certain 
mouth. Now, my Lord, 
and a Woman fuore, that 

ihe faw her purge at the Nofe, which could not be,^ as he declares, if the Perfon had been flranglcd, Or 
otherwife kill'd before. 

As to the quantity of Water requillte to drown a Perfon, I believe that 5 Ounces, dr lefs, is enough ; 
to wit, as much as will fill the Wind-pipe, and fo ftop the breathing of the Perfon drowning. Vm not 
now to defcant upon matter of Fa£\, whether fhe drown'd her felf 5 but my firm Opinion is, that fhe 
vcas drown'd j for though fometimes, not always, there is Water found in the Bodies of fuch Perluns, 
yet wherc-ever it be, befides the Lungs, it is fuperfluous, as to this end, and accidental upon violent 
• Strut;! ihgs. 

Mr Co-wl>er, I defire Mr Harriot may be ask'd what Obfervations he hath made concerning this matter, 

Mr Harioty My Lord, when I was a Surgeon in the Fleet, I made it always my Obfervation when we 
threw Men over-board that were kill'd, fome of them fwam, and fonie funk j and I remember, particu- 
larly when the Sandwich was burnt, we faw abundance leap off from on board and they funk direcHy, 
but in a i ttle time I faw fonie fwim again. 

Mr Baron Hatftll^ When a dead Body is throv/n ovet-board, does it fink or fwim ? 

Mr Harioty 1 always obferv'd that it did fink 5 when we were in the Chahnel, and in tirrie of Peace, 
we never threw any over-board but we put fome weight to them, but it was not to make them fink, but 
for decency fake, that they might not be driven to Shoar when they began to float. 

Mr Coivpery I defire that Mr Bartlet may be ask'd to the fame purpofe. 

Mr Barthty I have been in feveral of the King's Ships of War that have been difabled and forc'd to lie 
by, in feveral Engagements between the French and EngHJHj^ and I never faw any Bodies float either of 
the Men that were JtiU'd in our Ship^ ot in the Ships that have been near us, I h^ve not feen a Body 
upon the Surface of the Water. 

Afr haron Hatfelly Another Witnefs faid, that after an Engagement he faw them fwimmlng. 

Mr Bart let y I can't tell what he faw, my Lord, but what I fay I am ready to make Oath of. 

Mr Cou'pery Dr dmliMy will you pleafe to give my Lord and the Jury an Account, Whether you were 
employ *d by the Coroners Inquefl to view the Body of Mrs Stouty after fhe was drowned, and the Marks 
upon it, and tell my Lord your Opinion of it. 

Mr Carriliny I was fent for by the Coroner and Jury that fat upon the Body of Mrs Sarah Stoiity the 
Coroner being then at her Mother's Houfe, and the Coroner defired Mr Vimfdale and me to go and take 
notice of the marks upon her Neck, and upon her Breaftj we view'd all about, and perceiv'd a mark un- 
der her left Ear, We look'd to fee if there was any Contufion, and we perceiv'd a fettlement of Blood up- 
on her Breaft, atid another upon her Arm 5 and when we came back Mr D'mfdale made the Report (I 
Hood by him at that time) That it was only a common Settlement. 

Mr Coufery Pray Mr Camltriy Was the Spot above or below the CoUer-bone ? 

Mr Camliny Below the Coller-bone. 

Mr Co-iipry Wljat did Mr ^John Dimfdak fay theft, concerning this raatteir ? 

Mr Cdftiliny I underfiood that he was of Opinion that it was only a common Stagnation of Blood, that 
happens In the cafe of drowned People. Mr Baron Matfely Did he fay fo to the Jury ? 

Mr Camlwy Mr Dimfdale fpake for us both^ and I underflood him that it was a Stagnation that did 
commonly happen to drowned People, and that was my Opinion of it too. 

Mr Coixpery And that you agreed to be youf Report ? Mr Camliny Tes. 

Mr CoTifery Pray, Mr Camiiriy Was you prefent when the Child that was drowned in the fame place was 
taken up ? 

y[x Camliyiy Yes, it was taken up fome time after near the fame place, as I wis told, and there was 
more and greater Signs of the Stagnation of Blood on the Body of this Child, than on the Body of Mrs 
Stouty the Child's Face was black and difcolour'd. 

Mr Baron Hatfelly Hovv old was the Child ? 

yit Camliny Between 10 and ii, as near as I could guefs. 

Mr Baron Hatfelly Had y[t&. Stout any Signs of being flrangled when you fa^V her firfl: ? 
Mr Camliny Nothing at all that I could difcern. 

Mr Confery My Lord, I will give you ho more trouble upon this Head ; I fhall go now to the next 
thing I open'd, and /liall prove fubftantially, that this Gentlewoman is not only more to be fufpecled to 
have murder'd her felf than to be murder'd by any body, but 'tis almofl a certainty, that flie was the 
caufe of her own Death. Mr Firmin I would begin withal if he be here. 

(Exit he not prefently appearing) 

Mr Coirpery Then, my Lord, if you pleafe, I will defire Mr Boivd in the mean time to give yolir Lord- 
/liip an account of what he knows of the melancholy of this Gentlewoman. 

Mr Bovdy 'Twas much about this time 12 months, I had fome bufinefs in London, and fhe fent to mc, 
to know when I fliould go to London, and I waited upon her before I went, and fhe defired me to do 
fome Bufinefs for her, and when I return'd I acquainted her with what 1 had done, and fitting toge- 
ther in the Hall, I ask'd her, What's the matter with you ? $aith I there is fomething raor<r than ordi- 

Q - - - ^^^^^ 



niry, you fccmM to be melancholy ; Saith flie, you are conic from l.onaon^ aiul you have heard fomethinw 
or other ; Said 1, 1 believe you are in Love j in Love ! faici llie, Yes I'aith J, Cupid that little tioy hath 
flruck you home ; She took mc by the Hand, truly laid Ihe I mnil confefs it, but I did think 1 iliould ne- 
ver beguiLry offucha Folly,and I anfvver'd again, I admire that ihould make you uneufie ^ if the Perfon be 
cot of that Fortune as you are, you may if you love hino, make him happy and your icit eafie. 1 hat 
Cin't be, faith (lie, the World Ihall not fay I change my Religion for a Husband, and (ome time after 1 had 
been at Lowc^ow, having bought fome Itidia Goods, fhe came to my Shop, and bought fome ot me for a 
Gown, and afterwards ihe eamc to pay me for it, and 1 ask'd her, how do you like it, have you made 
it up? No faid fiie, and 1 believe 1 fliall never live to wear it. 
Mr Cov.fer, Pray how long is it lince ? 

Mr BcwJ^ It was about February or Jiimiavy before her Death, 1 ask'd her why Hie did not come to my 
Houfeoftner, flie faid flic had left off all Company and apply 'd her felf to reading, and Company was 
indifferent to her. 

Mr Cozifcr^ Mr Tip^i:>!y will you pleafe to inform my Lord and the Jury what you know of Mrs 
SatJ) &ont\ being melancholy ? 

Mr fi/Twiw, 1 did obferve about three quarters of a Year ago that fhe was melancholy 3 1 can't fay that 
flie acknowledg'd her felf to be fo, but 1 have charg'd her with it. 

Mr Qoufer-t Did you believe fhe was melancholy when you charg'd her with it ? 

Mr Tmnin^ Yes, 1 did. 

T^lr QoTxpcr^ Mrs Befuly^ if you pleafe to inform the Court what you know of this Gentlewoman's bc- 
jz2g melancholy- 
Mrs BetiJy^ Sit f can fay fhe always acknowledg'd her felf extremely melancholy, and when I have ask- 
ed her how fhe did, fhe has faid pretty well in Health, but fo much troubled with melancholy, fhe 
ccmld not tell what to do with her felf.- Mr. Cov.fery Did fhe tell you any thing particularly. 

Mrs Bendy't It difbrder'd her fo, fhe faid, that fhe had rather have chofen Sicknefs than fo much dif. 
order in her mind, Mr Coufer, Have you any thing more to recolledl? 

Mrs Nothing but what I heard from Mrs Confer, 

Mr Baron Hatfell^ How old was this Gentlewoman ? Mrs Bf «</>', About z6. 

Mr Qoviper^ Call Mrs Jane how. Martha Gruh^ and Mrs Coufer. Mrs Loir, Pray do you in- 

form my Lord and the Jury, what you know concerning the Melancholy of Mrs Sarah StoHt,y and when 
you firft obferv'd it. Mrs Low, It was a Week before Whitfontide was Twelvemonth. 

Mr Go-'if^r, What did fhe fay then ? 

Mrs hou't She often coraplain'd to me that fhe was very melancholy and uneafie, one time particular- 
ly, we were walking together in the Fields, I ask'd her the occafion of it, and flie told me that was 
a Secret ; but fhe faid fhe led a very melancholy Life 3 faith J, I am apt to believe you are in Love, fhe 
did not difown it, and with a little more fpeaking fhe own'd fhe was 3 I ask'd her who the Perfon was, 
Ihe faid that fhould be a Secret, but it would end her Days 3 faith J, a Woman of your Fortune may 
command any body, fhe fhook her Head and faid no ; perhaps, faith 7, he may not be a Quaker, and 
vou may be afraid of difoWiging your Mother 3 but if you tell your Mother that your Life depends up- 
on it, your Mother (rather than lofe her only Child) will confent to it 3 fhe faid, no, it was a Perfon 
fhe could not marry, and fhook her Head and look'd very melancholy. 

Mr Cowpert When was this ? 

Mrs h<ru.\ This was the Week before Whitfontide, and in Whitfon Week fhe faw me often, and faid 
fhe would take her full fwing of Melancholy when her Mother was away, and fhe us'd to lie a Bed that 
Week. Mr Confer^ Have you obferv'd any melancholy in her lince ? 

Mrs Loll', Yes, at feveral times. ' ^ 

Mr Confer^ Do you remember any thing of an intermitting Fever ? 

Mrs Loti', Yes, fhe told me her melancholy had occafion'd an intermitting Fever, and Imention'd Dr. 
Bales to her, and fhe faid her Diflemper lay m her mind, and not in her body, and flie would take no- 
thing, and the fooner it did kill her the better. 

Mr Coivper^ Did fhe fay any thing of her difpolition to Reading ? 

Mrs Lou\ She faid nothing delighted her now, neither Reading nor any thing elfe. 

Mr Confer^ My Lord, Sarah Walker when / ask'd her if fhe did not obferve the melancholy of her Mi- 
fttefs, and whether flie had not faid that her Miflrefs had been melencholy, denied that flie had faid fo, 
pray have you heard her fay any thing to that purpofe ? 

Mrs Lot:', / have often ask'd her how her Miftrefs did, and fhe would anfwer, very much indifpos'd, 
but not otherwife. Couper, Mrs Couper^ what do you' know of Mrs Stout's melancholy. ■ 

Mr Co-iiper^ My Lord, this is my Brother's Wife. 

Mrs Covi'pery About Spring was Twelvemonth fhe came up to hondon 3 and I believe it was not lefs 
than once or twice a Week I Taw her, and J never had an opportunity to be an Hour alone with her at a- 
ny time, but I perceiv'd fomething of her melancholy 3 1 have ask'd her the Reafon of it feveral times, 
andfomctimes fhe feem'd to dillike her Profeffion, being a Quaker, and fometimes fhe would fay that 
fhe was uneafie at fomething that lay upon her Spirits which fhe fhould never out live, and that fl:e 
fhould never be well while fhe was in this World 3 fometimes 1 have endeavour'd to perfwade her out of 
it feriouily, and fometimes by raillery, and have faid, are you fure you fhall be better in another World ? 
and particularly I remember I have faid to her, I believe you have Mr MArfhall in your Head, either have 
him or do not trouble your felf about him, make your felf either eafle one way or another 3 and fhe hath 
faid no in an indifferent way,I cannot make my felf eafie 3 then I have faid marry him,no faith fhe 1 can't. 
Sometimes with Company fhe would be diverted, nnd had frequently a way of throwing her Hands, and 
fhew'd great diflurbance and uneafinefs. This time Twelvemonth, at the Summer AfTues, I was here 
f\K days, and 1 faw her every day, and one time among other Difcourfe, fhe told me fhe had received 
great diilurbance from one Theopkilus^ a Waterman and a Quaker, who coming down to old Mrs Sivnt^ 
that was then lame, fhe had gather'd about 29 qi 30 People together to hear biai preach, and flis faid, 
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dil'cftcd Kis Difcourfe to lier, and exafperated her at^hat rare, that Ihe had thoughts of feeing no body 
again 5 and faid, Ihe took it hainouHy ill to be lo us*d^ and particularly that he told her, that h^r Mo- 
ther's falling outwardly in the Flefli, fhould be a Warnin-^ that llie did not fall inwardly, and fuch cant- 
ing fluff as Ihe call'd it j and fhe faid, that Tbtophtlas had fo us'd her, that flie was afliam'd to fliew her 
licad. Another time, the fame Week, flie had a Fever, and file faid fhe was in great hopes it would 
end her days, and that fhe negleded her felf in doing thole things that were ncceflary for her Health, in 
hopes it would carry her off, and often wifh'd her felf dead ^ another time, which / think was the lail 
lime 1 faw her, was at my Sifter's Lodgings, and I fent for her to drink a Difti of Tea with us, and fhe 
came in a great tofs and melancholy j faith I, What is the matter you are always in this odd Humour 
faith flie, I can't help it, 1 lhall never be otherwife 3 faith my Sifter, for God's fake keep fuch Thoughts 
out of ycur Head as you have had, don't talk any more of throwing your felf out of Window; faith 
fhe, I may thank God that ever I faw your Face, otherwife I had done it, but I can't promife I ftiall not 
do it. Mr Baron Hatfell, What is your Name, Madam ? 

Mr Covv^efj 'Tis my Brother's Wife, my Lord. 1 defirc Mrs Toler may give an account what flie 
knows as to her being melancholy. 

Mrs Toler, My Lord, flie was once to fee me, and flie look'd very melancholy, and I ask'd her what 
tvas the matter, and flie faid fomething had Vex'd her that Day, and 1 ask'd her the Caufe of it, and iht 
ftop'd a little while, and then faid flie would drown her felf out of the way. 
Mr Baron Hatfell, How long ago was this ? 
Mrs To/er, About Three quarters of a Year ago. 

'^ohn Stout, I defire to know whether flie has always faid fo, or not told another Story. 
Mrs To/fr, I told you no Story 3 it may be 1 did not fay fo much to you,but 1 faid flie talk'd fomething 
of drowning. I have been with her when Mr Covvpcr^s Converfation and Name has been mentioa'd,and 
ftie faid flie kept but little Company, that fometimes flie went to Mrs Lo-utj's, and that flie kept none but 
civil modeft Company, and that Mr Covvper was a civil raodeft Gentleman, and that flie had nothing to 
fay againft him. Mr Covvper, This is Mrs Elizabeth Toler, my Lotd. 

Mrs £. To/fr, My Lord, flie came to fee me fome time after Chriftmas, and feem'd not fb cheerful as 
fhe us'd to be 3 faith 1, What is the matter ? Why are you not fo merry as you us'd to be ? Why do you 
not come often to fee me ? Saith flie, 1 don't think to go abroad fo much as 1 us'd to do, faid, it would 
be as much a Rarity to fee her go abroad, as to fee the Sun fliine by Night. 

Mr Cowper, Mrs Grnb what do you know concerning Mrs Stout's pulling out a Letter at her Btothcr Mr 
^ofcw 6<0Mt's? give an account of it, and what flie faid upon that occafion. 

Mrs Gritby I have a Daughter that lives at Gtiernfey, and fhe fent me a Letter, and 1 pray'd Mrs Sarah 
Stout to read the Letter, and while fhe was reading of it 1 cry'd 5 faith fhe, Why do you cry ? Said 1, be- 
caufe my Child js-^b-far off" 3 faid fhe, if 1 live till Winter is over, 1 will go over Sea as far as 1 can for the 
l^^Lud. Mr Baron Hatfell, What was the occafion of her faying fo ? 

Mrs Grub, t was wafliing my Matters Study, Mrs Sarah Stout came in, and I had a Letter from my 
Daughter at Guernfey, and Ipray*d Mrs Sarah Stout to read it, and flie read my Letter, and I cry'd, and 
fhe ask'd me why 1 cry'd, faid /, becaufe my Child is fo far off, faith ftie, if I live to W^inter, or till 
"Winter is over, I will go over-Sea as far as I can for the Land, 

Mr Covvper, Now my Lord, to bring this matter of melancholy to the point of time, 1 will call one 
"Witnefs more, who will fpeak of a remarkable Inftancc that hapned on Saturday before the Monday when 
flie did deftroy her felf. Call Mr Jofeph Taylor. 

Pray will you inform the Court and Jury of what you obferv'd on Saturday before the Monday on 
which Mrs Stout deftroy 'd her felf? 

^. Taylor, I hapned to go in at Mr Firmins Shop, and there fhe fat the Saturday before this Accident 
hapned the former Affizes, and I was faying to her. Madam, I think you look ftrangely difcontehted, I 
never faw you dreft fo in my life 3 faith flie, the Drefs will fervc me as long as 1 fliall have occafion for a 
Mr Covvper, In what Pofture did flie appear in the Shop ? 
^. Taylor, She appear'd to be very melancholy. ^ - ^ 

Mr Covvper, What part of her Drefs did you find fault with ? 

"J. Taylor, It was her Headcloaths. Mr Covvper, What was the matter with them ? 

5, Taylor, I thought her Head was dawb'd with fbme kind of Greafe or Charcoal. 

Mr Cowper, What Anfwer did flic make ? Tayler, She faid they would fcrve her time. 

Mr Covvper, As to this piece of Evidence, if your Lordfhip pleafes, I defire it may be particularly ta- 
ken notice of, it was her Head-drefs that flie faid would ferve her time. Pray, Mr Taylor^ was you at 
Mr Barfoot's when I came in there on Monday morning ? 

5. Taylor, Yes, I went up Stairs with you into your Chamber. 

Mr Covxper, Pray what did I fay to Mr Barfoot ? 

^. Tailor, You ask'd him if they had receiv'd a Letter from your Brother, and he faid no, hot that he 
knew of, but he would call his Wife, and he did call his Wife, and ask'd her if fhe had receiv'd a Let- 
ter and fhe faid no ; then faith you, I will take up this Lodging for mine, and accordingly you went 
up'Stairs, and I went with you, and ftaid there about four times as long as I have been here. 

Mr Covvper, Are you very fure I faid I would take up my Lodging there ? 

^. Tavlor, Yes, I am very fure of it. Mr Bar. Hacfell, U^hat time of the day was it ? 

^. Tay/or, 'Twas the fore-part of the day, while I was there, ray Lord, Mrs Sarah Stout's maid came to 
invite Mr Cowper to her Houfe to Dinner. 

Mr Cvvvper, Did you know any thing of my fending to the Coffee-houfe ? 
Taylor, You fent to the Coffee-houfe for your things. 

Mr Baron HatfeU, Did Mr Covvper ufe to lie at Mr Barfoot's^ 
' ^. Taylnr, His Brother did, but I do not know whether this Gentleman did j but at that time he took 
up that place for his Lodging, an4 faid it was all 9n?, oiy Brother rauft pay for t, and therefore I will 
take it up for my felf. 

Air Lcwpery 
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Mr, Lunpr^ call Mi'i. HarJuO! an^ her Maid. Kut the}' nor prcfcnily appearing. 

Mr. C(r^/.Yv, My Lord, in the mean time i will go on to the other part ot my Kvidencc, in opening 
of which I Jliall be very fhort. 

My Lord, my Wife J-odfi;ing at Hirtfor^IjOCCiCvjnd me frequently to come down; Mrs. Stout became well 
Acquainted uith her, when JBuhnefs was over in the long vacation, I relided pretty much at Hertford, and / 
Mr, A7a>-ji'2?<xff came down to pay lue a Yifit, and this introdac'd his Knowledge ot lUr Siout y whcnihe 
U'ai firll acciuainted with him ihe receiv'd him with a great deal « t Civility and Kindnefs, wliich induc'd 
)\i\n to Miake his Addrefl!es to her, as he did by way of Courtfliip. It happen'd one Evening, that Ihe 
and one Mrs. CVoo!^, Mr. Marfia/, and my felf, were walking together, and Mr. Mar/La'ly ancf Mrs. CVoo/;, 
going i'oxnc little way before us, fliC took this Opportunity to fpeak to me, in fuch Terms I mull confefs 
iurprii'd me: Says file Mr. Co;^;^^;-, I did not think you had been fo dull j I was inquifitive to know in 
what my dullnefi did coniift : Why fays fixe, do you imagine I intend to Marry Mr. MurfjJI, I faid f 
ihoughhfiie did, and that if fixe did not, fiie was much to blame in what ihe had done, no fay s fhe i 
rfeuughjt it might fcrve to divert the Cenfure of the World, and favour our Acquaintance. My Lord, I 
have f3inc original Letters, under her own ^land : which will make this fully manifell:, 1 will produce 
the Letter?, after J have call'd, Mr. M.iry/W/. Mr. MurjLill. 

Mr. M^>;M, If your Lordfiiip plea^.s, it was in the long vacation, I came down to fpend a little of 
my leifure riiwe at Hertfor<j ^the r^afon of my going thither,was becaufe Mr.Co-^-^:';' was there at that time : 
Tkc firil Night when I came down, I found Mrs. Sarah Stout Vifiting at Mr. Co-^pr's Lodgings, and there 
I firll cai.-L- acquainted with her 5 md flie afterwards gave me frequent Opportunities of approving that 
Acqoaintance, and by the manner of my Reception by her, 1 had not reafon cu fufpedt the ufc it feems 
I v/as defigncd for j when I came t > Town, my Lord, 1 was generally told of my Courting Mrs. Stout^ 
which I confefs was not then in »ny Headj but it being reprefented to me as a thing eafily to be got over j 
aad believing the Report of the World as to her Fortune, I did afterwards make my Application to her: 
Eiit upon very little Tr yal of that fort, I receiv'd a very fair Denial, and there ended my Suit : Mr. 
Con'per having been fo friendly to me as to give me,notice of fome things that convinc'd me I ought to be 
tluakfuil I had no more to do with her. 

A^r. jB« Haifi/f When did lh.e caft you off? 

Mr. MM'fjiill, I can't be pofitive as to the time my Lord, but it was in Anfwer to the only ferious Let- 
ter i ever writ to her 5 as I remember, I was not over importunate in this Affair, for I never was a very 
vi4>leat Lover. 

Mr. B- Hatjffell^ Well, but tell the time as near as you can. 

Mr- Marfidl^ i believe it was the Second or Third time I came down to Hertford, which is about a 
Year and half fince ; and during the whole of my Acquaintance with her, I never till then found her a- 
verfe to any Propofal of mine j but file then telling me her Refolution was not to comply with what I 
I de/Ir'd, I took her at her Word, having partly by my own Obfervation, but more by M.v. Co-j.-^ers 
Frkndfliip, been pretty well able to guefs at her meaning. 

Mr. C(rj!f>er» Becaufe what you fay may fland confirmed beyond contradiction, I defire you to fay v ^- 
tlher you have any Letters from her to your felf. 

Mr. Marfball^ Yes I have a Letter in my Hand, which fhe fent me upon occafion of fome Songs I i 
hct when I came to Town, which file had before defired of me, and this la Letter in Anfwer to mi 
'tis her Hand writing, and direi^ted to me. 

Mr. B- Hatffely How do you know 'tis her Hand writing ? 

Mr. yiirfliah^ I have feen her Write, and feen and receiv'd feveral Letters from her. 
Mr. Co-afert Pray fhew it Mr. Beale. 

3Vir. heale^ I believe it to be her Hand I have feen her Write, and have a Receipt of hers. 
Clerkjoi Arru'%yiment^ 'tis direded toMr. Thomas Marjhall^ at Lyons-Inn ^ and Dated Sep. z6. i6()j, 

\ 

SIR, Sept. z6, 1^97. 

YOun came very fafef hut I i:!:'iJJ} you had explained your meaning a little more ahout the Accident you fpeak^of 
for I have heenfutllng my Brains ever fince^ and without If jail fet my felf to Conjuring^ I cannot tma Ine 
'uhat It fjmlA he^ for I knov of nothing that happened after you went aivay^ nor no Dlfcourfe about yo it ^ only u ' en 
ive were together, the Company nonld fometlmes drlnl^your Health, or wlfj you had been there^ or the like. So th, I 

fancy it maji be fome thing Mr. has Invented for dlverjion ; tho^ I tnitjl confefs we have a fort of pop I e here, * 

are Infplred with the gift of foreknowledge, who will tell one as much for nothing as any Jfirologer will have a , 
piece of Money for, but to leave jejilng, I cannot tell when I fjall come to London ; tmlefs It be for a night a>. 
iffay, ahout feme htftnefs with my Brother, that Imufihe obliged to attend his motions:, but when I do, I fha 
member my promlfe, although I do not fuppofeyou are any more In earneji than my felf In this matter. I give 
thank} foryonr Songs, and your good Wtfjes, and rejlyour loving Duck,. 
Mr. Cowper., Have you any more Letters ? 

Mr. Marfiall, Yes, I have another Letter here, but before 'tis read I think 'twill be proper to giv 
Court an account of the occafion of its being writ. / waited on yits.Stout one Evening at her Lodgit 
in Houndfdltch, and at our parting fhe appointed to meet me the next, day and toexcufe her not com 
according to that appointment, fhe fent me this Letter. 

a. ff Arr. 'Tis directed to Mr. Thomas MarfiaU, 'tis without date. 

Mr. M^rfiiall. 

I met unexpeHed, %'lth one that came from H-— d laji night, who detained me fo long with relating the mojl n 
forlous Inventions^ and Lyes that are now extant amongji that people, that I could not pjfhle come till It m 
late, and this day was appointed for byfnefs, that I am uncertain when it will be fnl/Jjed 5 fo that I believe I c 
not fee you whtlft I am in Town. I have no more at prefent, but that I am your obliged Friend. 

Mr. Cowper^ Now, my Lord, if your Lordfiiip pleafe, I proceed to lliew you, that I went not fo m . 
voluntarily as prefl by her to come to this houfe, and for that I will produce one Letter from her to ^y 
felf j and, mv Lord, /muft a little inform you of the nature of this Letter, It is on the outfide d. 



( 29) 

re£led to Mrs. "JdneEllen^ to be left for her at Mr. Margrave's Coffee- houfe. For her to difc<ft to me at a 
Coffee hoy.fe might make the Servants wonder, and the Poft-man might i'ufpeft, and for that realon llie 
tlirefted it in that manner. There was Mr. M-urfjall by when / received it, and / can prove the hand by 
Mr. Btale. 

Mr. Murfially My Lord, I verily believe I was by, and that Mr. Cowper /hew'd me this Letter immedi- 
ately on receipt of it, as he had done leveral others from the fame hand. 

CI. of An. This is duelled for Mrs. jAtie Ellen i 'tis dated Mmv^/j the jth, without any Year. 

^ J R, March the 5th. 

I Am glad you have not quite forgot that there is fuch a Perfon as I in beings hut I am willing to ftuc my Eyes, 
and not fee any thing that lotkj like \Jnktndnefs in you^ and rather content my felf with what Excufes you are 
j>leiifed to make^ than he inquifitive into what I miiji not k.now j / Jhov-ld very readily comply with your profiojltion 
of changing the Seafon, if it were in my Vower to do it, but you k.novv that lies altogether tn your own Breajl : / 
am Jure the Winter has been too un^leafant for tne to defire the continuance of it. And I wifh you were to endure 
the Jharj^nefs of ity but for one hour^ as I have done for many long Nights and Days^ and then I believe it would 
ititve that rocky heart ofyours^ that can be fo thnughtlefs of me as you are ^ but if it "were defigned for that end^ to 
make the Summer the more delightful^ 1 wijlj it may have the e^eil fo far as to continue it to be foo roo, 
that the iVeather may never over^caji again ^ tbe which if I ctuldhe affured of it would recommence me for all that 
I have ever fu^ffered^ and maky me as eafie a creature as I was the firji moment I received breath 5 vihen you come 
r» H — fray l^t your Steed guide you^ and dont do as you did the lafl time 5 and be fure order your af- 
fairs to be here as foon as you ean^ which cannot be fooner, than you will be heartily welcome to your 
For Mrs. Jane Ellen at Mr. Hargrave's very fincdre Friend 

near Templc-Barr, London? 

Mr. Cow/?fr, Though 'tis direfled toMrs.^4»tf £i/tf»» it begins in the infide, Sir 5 and 'tis dated the 5th 

of M-arch next before the 1 3 th. 

Mr. Bar. :;af/>//, What Mdrrfc was it? 

Mr. ^\arjhaUy I kept no account of the time, but I am ve*y pofitlve by the Contents, that Mr. Cowf>ef 
fhew'd me this Letter, and I read it, but by my now remembrance, it ftlould be longer finee than 

, March [a.i{. 

Mr. Jowj^er^ It wasMarrfc laft. That which will fet Mr. MarfJiaWs memory to rights is this other Letter 
which 1 received at the 'SLainbow^ when he was by, and he read it, and it importuning me to a matter of 
' this kind, I did produce it to niy Brother and him, they both knew of it, and both read it, and that 
i will retrefh his memory concerning the date of the other. 

i M*-. Marfball^ My Lord, I was in the Coffee-houfe with Mr. Cowper when he received this Letter, and 
i he i.cer wards fhew'd it to Mr. U^iU- Cowper at the Covent-Gar den Tavern, when I was by. 

CI. of the Arr, This is dated the pth of March, and directed to Mrs. l^ane Blen^ at Mr. Hargrove^. 

SIR, March p. 

ITVrit to you by Sunday^s Vofi, ivhich I hope you have feceivetl ; however at a Con^rmation^ I will f/pcre you, 1 
know of no inconveniency that can attend your cohabiting with me, unlefs the Grand Jury fhould thereupon pud a 
Hill againfl us, but worCt fly fort, for come Life, come Death, I am refolved never t9 defert you, therefore Record- 
ini to your appointment, I ivill expeSlyatt, and tilt then IJhall only teUyou, that lam 

Yours, CTv* 

-For Mrs. Jane EUert, at Mr. Hargrave*a near Temple-Barr, London 

Mr. Cowper, If your Lordfhip pleafe, I will further prove this Letter by my Brother. 

Mr. W.Cowper, I can bear my Brother Witnefsj that when he has been advifed to make thefc Letters 
part of his defence, he has expreffed great unwillingnefs, and has faid, nothing but the life of thefe; Gen- 
tlemen could incline him to it. , , , , , 10 

My Lord, all I can fay to this matter is this, I do remember, that when ihe was one time in London, 
I think it was about a year and and an half fince* I am not pofitive as to the time, but when (he was in 
io«^o«,my Brother came in the Morning to my Chamber in the Teniple,^nd after fome difcourfe,he told me 
he had received a Letter from Mrs. Stout that day, wherein fhe faid, fhe intended him a vifit at his Cham- 
ber that Afternoon, he told me at the fame time, that his Friend Mr. Marfhall had fome thoughts of her, 
and therefore for that, as well as other reafons, he would decline receiving the Vifit intended him ; and 
upon confideration, this was the method agreed upon : At that time I lived with my Father in Hatton- 
Garden, and this Gentlewoman having writ in the fame Letter /now fpeak of, that fhe defigned to dine 
there, *and to come from thence in the Afternoon ; fays my Brother, you may cafually, as it were, take 
occafion to fay afDinner, that my bufinefs obliges me to go to Deptford in the Afternoon, as in good ear- 
neft it did, as he then told me, and from that fhe may take a hint of my not being at home, and fo fave 
herfelf the difappointment of coming to my Chamber ; / told him, I would find an opportunity of do- 
ing of it if I could. At Dinner my Father hapned to ask me, as he oftan did, when I faw my Brother 5 
J took this hint and faid, I had feen him at my Chamber in the Morning, and that he was gone to 
Deptford that Afternoon about fome Law bufinefs. My Lord, Mrs. Stout was then at the Table. / no 
fooner faid it, bnt / obferv'd fhe chang'd colour prefently, and rofe with her Napkin, and went into the 
back Yard, and we faw her through a Safh-window fall into a Woman's Fit of Swooning, and they gave 
her the affiftance that is ufual in fuch cafes. 
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• ■^v Lord, the ne\t thing I can fncak to Is this j the Parliament fitting late the /ViW.ty teforc the Mon- 
<^.«y of the laft AHizes at Hertford^ I came late from Dinner, L had din\l ahout a Clock, asV remember, 
and having occafion to fpeak with my Brother, / found him out by cnf[ujry at .the Cnvent-GarA n Tavern 
and there was Mr Marfjall of Lion<-ln» with him. I had not drank abo^ e a Glafs or two of Wine, but 
my Brother began with me, and faid, I fcldom trouble you with Aftairs of mine, but now I do not know 
well how to avoid it. I have received an importunrte Letter, which I will /hew you, it came from a La- 
dy whofe Name I believe you will guefs j fo he puU'd it out of liis Pocket, and I read it fo often, ^ye- 
caufc of the oddnefs of the Expreflion, that I can fay, / am fure this is the very Letter he /hew'd rae at 
the Cownt-Garden Tavern, the tr'td.iy before the laft Affizes 5 faith he, the occafion of my flicwina it, is 
not to expofe a Woman's Weaknefs, but I would not vvillmgly lie under loo many Obligations, nor cra- 
gaq^e too far 5 nor on the other hand, would I be at an unncceflary Kxpence for a Lodging. Upon this 
Sabjcft there was fume Difcourfe I think Foreign to this purpofe, and therefore 1 would not trouble your 
Lordfhip with the Repetition of it ; that which is material is this, 1 did undertake to write to Mr Bar- 
favc to difpofe of his Lodgings, where 1 us'd to be at the time of the Aflizes, and my Brother with me. 
I faid I would write the next day, being Saturday^ but when I fhould have writ, it was very late, and I 
was weary, being then tied down to the Bufinefs of Parliament, and partly for that Reafon, and partly 
in point of difcretion, which 1 had upon my fecond thoughts, that 'twould be better for my Brother s 
,Bu(inefs to be at Mr Brt>/oof's, which is near the Court, and in the Market-place j J did negle6^ writing, 
and though 1 thought of it about 11 a Clock, yet, as I faid, partly for one Reafon, and partly for the o- 
ther, I did not write that time : my Lord, my Brother could know nothing of this matter, for I did not 
fee him from the friday he Hiew'd rpe the Letter, till he went to the Affizes, fo that he could not know 
before he was at Hertford^ that I)lad not writ j my Lord, I fay as to this hcnetl im fure he fhew'd me 
the Friday next before the laft Affizes. 

Mr Baron Hatfell^ Let me fee that Letter (Which was /hewn his Lordfhip ) 

Mr Covxpr, my Lord, one or two of the Jury feem to queftion whether the Letters are fufficientl/ 
proved ; for their fatisfa£lion, I will further prove them. Call Mr John Beale, iVilltam Okr, and Mrs Lov. 
My Lord, Mr Beale is one of their own Se6l. (The Witneffes prov'd her Hand) 

^itry'y my Lord, we are fatisfied. 

Mr Baron Hatfell, I feelieve you may ask her Mother, jfhe will tell you whether it be her Daughter'; 
Hand. 

Mrs Stouty How fhould I know ! I know fhe wasno fuch Perfon, her Hand may be counterfeited. 
Mr Baron Hat/el/^ But if they were written in a more fober Stile, what would you fay then ? 
Mrs^^o«f, I fhan'tfay it to be her Hand, unlefs 1 faw her write it. 

(Then the Letter was fhewn to Mr Stout.) 
Mr Stout, 'Tis like my Sifter's Hand. 
Mr Baron Hatfell, Do you believe it to be her Hand ? 

Mr Stout, No, I don't believe it, becaufe it don't fuit her Character. . 

Mr Baron Hatftl/, But do^ you think fhe might not conceal from you what were her inward Thoughts ? 
Mr Stout, Not in fuch a degree as this. 

Mr Coufer, Call Mrs Barefoot and her maid. I defire they may be ask'd what they know about my 
taking of Lodgings at their Houfe. 

Mr Baron Hatfell, That is taken for granted. 

B< refooty When you came to my Houfe, you ask*d me, if 1 had received a Letter from your Brotherj 
and 1 told you no. 

Mr Cov!^er, What did 1 fay to that. 

Barefsott Then you asked me if 1 expe^ed you, and 1 told you yes, by reafon 1 had heard nothing 
from you. 

Mr Co^-i-per. Where did 1 lodge that Night ? 

Barefoot, 1 had prepared the Lodging before you came, expelling you or Mr Confer your Brother. 

Mr Confer, And did I come ? Barefoot, Yes as you ufcd to do. 

MtCo'ufer, Did I fend for my things from the Coffee-houfe ? 

Barefoot, Yes you did, and 1 carried them up into your Chamber as 1 ufed to do. 

Mr Baron Hatfell, Where did Mr Confer dine that Day ? 

Barefoot, Mrs Stout fent her maid to defire him to come to Dinner at their Houfe, whether he wept 
^hither or no I can't fay, but he went out. 

Mr Coufer, What time did 1 come into my Lodging at Night ? 
Barefoot, It was a little after 11, 

Mr Cowfer, You are fure 1 came in a little after 11? Barefoot, Yes. 

Mr ^onesy By what Clock ? by the Town Clock ? Barefoot, Yes. 

Mr Coivfer^ Did 1 go out any more that Night ? Barefoot, No. 

Mr Confer, Is your maid there ? Barefoot, Yes. 

Mr Baron Hatfell^ What is your Name ? Hanzvell^ Mary HanKell, 

fdr Confer^ Pray what time was it 1 came to my Lodging? 
flanwelfy You came in a little after Eleven a Clock. 
. Mr Confer, Are you very pofitivc in that ? Hanwell, Yes, 1 am very pofitive. 

Mr Confer, What was done before 1 went to Bed • * 

Hanvjell, My Lord, 1 went up and made a Fire, and then 1 came down again, and then 1 went up and 
warmed Mr Confers Bed, and then he defired another Blanket, and I came down for it 5 and all this took 
up a confiderablc time, and Mr Co'jjper was in Bed before 12a Clock. 
Mr Cowfer, Did I go out again that Night ? mnvvell, No, you went out no more 

Mf Cfwfer, Nowj if youf Lordfhip pleaff \ would explain that part of SArdh JValker the Maid's E- 

vidence, 



▼iclence, where Hie fays, her A/iftrefs orc^ered her to vvarai the Bed, and 1 never contraaicled it , Tcur 
Lordftiip obferves the Words in the laft of the two Letters, No inconvenience can attend your Cohabitii g 

usth me j and afterivards I won't Fly for it : For come life come death I am refolved, and fo on, 1 had rather 

leave it to be obferved, than make the Obfervation my felf ; what might be the difpute between us at 
the time the maid fpeaks of, I think it was not neceffary flie fliould be preient at the Debate j and there- 
fore / might not interrupt her Millrefs in the Orders ihe gave j but as foon as the maid was gone, I 
made ufe of thefe Oi^jedions ; I told Mrs Stout by what Accident / was obhged to take up my Lodgmi; 
at Mr Earefooisy and that the Family was fitting up for me; That my flaying at her Houfe under the e 
Circumftances, would, in probability, provoke the Cenfure of the Town and County^ and that there- 
fore I could not ftay, whatever my inclination otherwife might be : Bur, my Lord, my Rcafons Dot 
prevailing, 1 was forc'd to decide the Controverfie by going to my Lodging j To that the maid may iwear 
true, when fhe fays I did not contradict her Orders. 

Mr Baron Hatftlly I believe you have done now^ Mr. Coiifer. 

Mr Coii-^er, No, niy Lord, 1 have more Evidence to give. 

(Call Elt-Laheth Spiirr.') 

If your Lord/hip pleafes to obferve, I have already prov'd by two WitnefTes, that I was actually at 
Mr Barefoot' s a little after Eleven j fo that if I was to reft upon that Proof, here is not the leaft Article 
of Titpe, in which it can be fuppofed / was employ 'd in this matter. But fays Sarah Walksr^ the maid, 
to obviate (I prefume) this Evidence of mine, our Houfe-Clock went fafter than the Town- Clock : 
Now to anfwer th'-; too, 1 fhall further prove to your Lordfhip, that before / came to my Lodging, I 
was at the Gloxe and Dolphin Inn, where I had a little Account of about fix or feven Shillings, as 1 re- 
member, for Horfe keeping, and which I then paid. 

Mrs S^t'.rr, Do you remember ray coming to your Houfe, and at what time ? 

»S](?wrr, The Clock ftruck Eleven, juft as you came into the Door. 

Mr. Coiipsr, How long did / ftay at the Glove ? 

Spurr^ About a quarter of an Hour. 

Mr. Co-j^per, How far is it from the Glove and Dolphin to Mrs StoUt\ Hotife ? 

I Spurry About a quarter of a mile, or not quite fo far. 

/ Mr. Coufery Call Mary Kingitt and George Man. 

j ^Who not then appearing.) 

Tn the mean time, I VNOuld obferve to your Lordfhip, That to go from Mrs Stout''s Houfe to the phce 
where fhe wus drowned, and to return from thence to the Glove and Dolphiny will take up at leaft halt 
an hojr, as / fhali prove j and then the matter will ftand thus; Says Sarah iValker, You went about a 
quarter c fter EiCven j but our Clock went half an Hour too faft: Then, according to her Account, 
1 went three quarter.' after Ten by the Town-Clock • and if it requires, (as I fay 1 fhall prove it does) 
half an Hour to go to the Place where fhe was drowned, and to return from thence to the Glove Inn, 
that would make it a quarter paft Eleven when I ca.Tie to that Inn, by the Town-Clock, which it 
was not 5 and if I ftaici there a quarter of an Hour (which is proved I did) it muft be half an hour 
after Eleven when I came to my Lodging, by the fame Clock, which it was not j fo that I think 
this matter, as to the time, is very clear : My Lord, to prove the time it requires to go from Mrs 
Stout's to the Place where fhe drowned her felf, and to return to the Glove^ I defire Sir William y^fstirj} 
may be called, 

Sir William y^purjl. My Lord, I can't fay I walked as faft as I could, but 1 went with a Gentleman / fee 
here, to fatisfie my felf about the probability of this matter ; I walked as People ufaally do, aud I found 
it took up half an hour and a minute, when I walked with that Gentleman. 

Mr. Bar. Hatfell, Who was with you, Sir ? 

Sir William yijlurjly Mr Thomffon was with me^ the time I mention, / walked it before with Sir Tio- 
mas Lane. 

Mr Thompfon^ My Lord, indeed it will take a compleat half hour. 

Mr. Coivper^ I defire'^ir Thomas Lane may give you an account of the diftance between one place and 
the other. 

Sir Thomas Lane^ Sir William Jpurfl and I did walk to the Place mentioned, and we Were careful to take 
notice of the tinje, and it took up about 3 quarters of an hour, according to my Obfervation 3 and wcf 
did not ftay at all by the way, except juft to look upon the Hofpital. 

Mr. Coii'/'fr, Now, my Lord, Mary Kingitt ^ndi George Man^ the Servants at the G/or^ are come ; Pray 
Mrs Kingitt do you remember my coming to the Glove and Dolphin I 

Kingitty Yes. 

MrXon-per, How long did I ftay there ? 

Kingitt^ About a quarter of an hour. 

Mr Cov.pr, What was my Bufinefs there ? 

K-iniitty You came and enquired what you ow*d. ^ < 

A/r. Ba. HatJJeil, What a Clock was it then ? 

Kin<(ttt, I thought it was about £leven, our t'other maid told It Eleven, 
"^t "jonesy How came you to take notice of the time ? 
Ktn'^'fty She heard the Clock go Eieven, but I did not. 
Mr.' Co'dfer^ Was there any difpute about the Account ? 

Kingitt, You askt the Hoftler how that came to ftand in the Book, concerning the Horfe 5 for you 
told him, you thought you had paid fome part of it, and he told you, you had not. 

Mr. CoTi'per, My Lord, with your Lordftiip's favour, I would ask George Mt^n a Queftion to the fame 
point. Do you remember my coming into the Glove and Dolphin ? 

Ma>Jy Yes. 

MtXoU'per^ 
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I'-U. Co'j.fer. How long did I ftay there ? 

Vou ftaid about a quarter of an hour, as near as I can gucfs. 
Mr. Cotsper^ 1 will now call a Witnels to prove, that this maid S.irnh Walkfr is not fo cautious and care- 
ful how file Swears, as I think ftie ought to be. 

(Call Mrs Mince.) 

A-fr. B. Hatfel^ Pray wherein has Sarah Walker laid any thmg that is falfe? 

Mr. Coui>ery In this : I ask'd her when fhe gave Evidence, Whether ihe went out to fee for her Mi- 
ftrefs all that Night ^ and, Whether her Miftrcfs did not ufe to ftay out a Nights 5 and, Whether /he 
hfr (elf had not uftd to fay fo ? If your Lordfliip pleafes to remember, flie laid no. Pray Mrs Mivce 
wb%t have yii% heard Mrs Stout's maid fay concerning her Millrefs, particularly, as to her ftaying out 
all Night 

Mrs Mince, She hath faid, That her MiftreTs did not love to keep Company with Quakers ; and that 
Ihe paid for her own Board and her maids 3 and that when fhe entertained any body, it was at her own 
Ch irgc. And fhe hath faid, that Mrs Stout ufed to ask, Who is with you Child ? And Hie would not 
tell her 5 and that fhe did entertain her Friends in the Summer-houfe, now and then, with a Bottle of 
Wine. And »• hen her Mother ask'd, Who was there ? Her Mittrefs would fay, bring it in here, 1 fup- 
pofe there is none but Friends 5 and after the Company was gone, /he ufed to make her Mother be- 
lieve that fhe went to Bed, but fhe ufed to go out and take the Key with her, and fometimes fhe 
would go out at the Window , and fhe faid particularly one time, /he went oat at the Garden Win- 
dow, when the Garden-Door was lock'd, and that Ihe bid her not fit up for her, for fhe would come 
in at any time. 

Mr B. Hatfell, Did ever Sarah TValker tell you that Mrs Stout had ftaid out all Night ? 

Mrs She hath faid fhe could not tell what time fhe came in, for fhe went to Bed. 

Mr. Coufery Now if your Lordfhip pleafe, I will prove to you, if it may be thought material, that 
Cmrrey^ at whofe Houfc thefe Gentlemen lodged, fhpuld fay, That if I had vifited Mrs Stont none of all 
this had been (upon fo little an Omiffion it feems did this Profecution depend) to which I give this 
Anfwer, my Lord, I never did once go to Vifit her in my Life 5 fhe knows it. Now for a Man offia- 
oufly to make a new Vifit in the time of the AfTues 5 one engaged in Bufinefs as / was, and efpecially 
upon fo melancholy an Occafion j I fay, for me to go officioufly to fee a Woman I never had the leat 
icnowledge of, would have been thought moreftrange (and juftly might have been fo) than the Omiffioi 
of that Ceremony. For my part, 1 cannot conceive what Mr Gurrey could mean, this being the Cafe j b*^ 
flying, that if I had Vifited Mrs Stout , nothing of this had hapned. 

Mr B. Hatfelly Mr. Cov,pry he is not the Profecutor, 1 think it is no matter what he faid. 

Mr Confer^ I take it, my Lord, with humble fubmiffion, it is material as he is a principal Witnefe 
againfl thefe Gentlemen ; and the rather, for that he now pretends, that what he did was out of Con- 
fcicnce. M^ Lord, 1 have only one thing more to fay, 1 know not whether it will be requifite for mc 
or no to give fome account of my felf. Sir WUitam Afihtirji^ if you pleafe. 

Sir William y^jiutjf, My Lord, if I had not had a good Opinion of this Gentleman, /had not come 01 
purpofe to hear this Caufe, which has made fo great a Noife all England over. 

Mr Bar. Hatfel!^ But what do you fay as to Mr Confers Reputation, for which you are called ? 

Sir Willtam AJhurJi^ I always thought Mr Co'w^er to be a Gentleman of fingular Humanity and Jntegrit)'* 
he is an Officer in London^ and as to his toanagement of his Office, 1 think no Man ever perform'd it bet- 
ter, or has a better Reputation in the Place where he lives. 

Sir Thotttds Laney My Lord, I came hither on purpofe to own this Gentleman, and indeed he de- 
ferves to be owned by his Friends, end thofe that know him 5 his Charafter is altogether untaint- 
ed with us 5 he has gained a good Reputation in the Bufinefs wherein he is concerned ; he has be- 
haved himfelf in his Office which he holds of the City of LoWow, very honeftly and well ; I never 
Icnew him difcover any ill Nature in his Temper, and / think he cannot be fufpe£led of this, or any o- 
ther A6^ of Barbarity. 

Mr Coxvpery My Lord, in the next place, I would call Mr Cox, who has the Honour to fervc 
in Parliament, for the Burrough of Southivark.^ and has been my near Neighbour thefe Eight o^ 
Nine Years. If you pleafe, Mr Cox, give an Account what Reputation and Character I have in that 
Place. 

Mr Cojt, My Lord, I live in Southu'ark.y where Mr Confer lives 5 I have lived by him Eight or 
Nine Years 5 I know him to be a Perfon of Integrity and Worth 5 all the Neighbours Court 
Jiis Company ; I take him to have as much Honour and Honefly as any Gentleman whatfoev- 
er 5 aad of all Men that I know, he would be the laft Man, that I fhould fufpe^l: of fuch a 
Faft as this is 5 I believe nothing in the World could move him to entertain the leafl thought of 
fo foul a Faft. 

Mr Cowfery Mr ThomffoMy I defire you would be pleafed to give an Account of what you know of 

"^^Mr Thompfon, If you pleafe, my Lord, the firft Acquaintance I had with Mr Covvfery was in our 
Childhood ; I had the Honour to go to Wejlminjier School with him : I did not renew my Acquain- 
tance with him till about Five Years ago ; fince that time, I have been often with him, and have 
feveral times had occafion to ask his Advice, in matters relating to his Profcffionj and I think no 
Man more faithful in the Service of his Client than he is, and I am fure he is very deferving of the 
Efteem of any Man, and / believe he never entertained a thought of fo foul and barbarous a Faft as 
this, of which he is accufed. 

Mr Bar. Hatfelly Mr Marfony you have hcar^ the Evidence, what do you fay to it ? 



Mr Uarfony 



Mr. B. HatJjt'Hy Mr. "Niarfon, you have heard the Evidence, what do you Cxy to it ' 
Mr. Marfan, My Lord our bulinefs at HartforA was this, Mr. Ella Stephens and / went down, he is Clerk 
of the Papers of the Kiwi's ^ench and Mr. Kn^er^ is Steward of the B^»cA, and it wa^y their Duty 

to wait upon my Lord Chief Juftice with the Marfhal of the >J/«^'s Biwr/^ out of Town, and on M'»^- 
day Morning we went to my Lord Chief Jultice's Houfe in Ltmolns-lnyt-Fields as we ufed to do, and there 
let out, but 1 being an Attorney of the Borough Court could not with any convenience go'fartl?er with 
them than to a place which 1 think is called Uln^Jland, and therefore / returned to my Bulinefs in Scutb- 
th'xarkj^ where 1 attended the Court as was cuftomary and neceffary for me to do, and fet'forth from 
thence at paft 4 in the Afternoon 3 by the way as I remember about Health am-Cmji I met one Mr. Hanki 
a Clergyman of my acquaintance who had been likewife to attend my Lord (>hicf Juliice to Hertford and 
was returning from thence, with fome perfwafion I prevailed with hmi to ^o back again with me to hurt- 
fordy telling him, I did not know the way, and we gallop'd every Hep oi it becaufe Night was coming 
on, it was about 8 a Clock when we came in, Mr. h-i»kj and I found the Marflul, Mr. Su-vens, Mr. Ko~ 
gerSy Mr Kutkiny and others of the Marfhal's Acquaintance at the Coffee- Houfe 5 and truly when I came 
in 1 might for ought I know be in a Sweat with riding fo hard as we did,but even then I was not in fuch 
a Sweat as the Witnefs would have it. My Lord, v;e went from thence to the Glove and Do:j)hin and Hay- 
ed there till about 11 a Clock, Mr. Rogers and I had a Difpute who fliould lie with Mr. Stevens at the 
now Witnefs Mr. Gurry's, at lafl it was agreed between us to go to Gnrry\ to fee what Convenience he 
could make for us, and Mr. Ri<r/(i« and Mr. Hanks went with us with delign to drink a Glafs of Wine 
at our Lodging, but afterwards it came in Mr. Rf;f-(;/«'s Head, that he was to lie with the Matflial, and 
for that realon he faid he would go back again, and accordingly he went, and Mr. Hankj with him after 
they had feen us into our Lodgings, and Mr, Stevens and Mr. Kogers and 1 drank 5 Bottles of Wine toge- 
ther, Mr. Gurry our Landlord was fent to fetch it ; and afterwards in jocular Converfation I believe Mr. 
Stevens might ask Mr. Gurry if he knew one Mrs. Sarah Stout, and the reafon why he ask'dthat Queftion 
our Witneffes will explain ^ I believe he might likewife ask, what fort of Woman flie was j and poffibly 
1 might fay the words, Mj>' Friend may be in u-ith fcfr,tho' I remember not I did fay any think like it,but I 
fay there is a poffibility I might, becaufe I had heard flie had deny'd Mr. MarfjuC^i Suit, and that 
might induce me to fay My Friend may be in vjith her, for all that I remember, I confels Mr. 
"SLogers ask'd me what Money 1 had got that Day, meaning at the Borough Court, I anfwer'd. 
Fifty Shillings, faith he, we have been here fpending our Money, I think you ought to treat us, or 
to that purpofcj as for the Bundle mention'd, I had no fuch except a pair of Sleeves and a Neckcloth : 
As to the Evidence which goes to words fpoken, the Witneffes have fruitful /nvenrions, and as thev 
have wrefted and improved the Inflances I have been particular in, fo have the reft, or otherwife forged 
them out of their own Heads. 

Mr. Bar. HatffeU, Mr. Rogers, what do you fay to it ? 

Mr. Rogers, We came down with the Marflial of the King's Bench, it rained every fiep of the Way; 
fo that my Sp'atter-dafhers and Shoes were fain to be dried j and it raining fo hard we did not think Mr. 
Mar/o« would have come that day, and therefore we provided but one Bed, tho* otherwife we fliould 
have provided two, and were to give a Crown for our Nights Lodging 3 we went from the Coffee- 
houfe to the Tavern, as Mr. Marrow has faid, and from the Tavern the next way to our Lodging, where 
there was fome merry and open Difcourfe of this Gentlewoman, but I never faw her in my Life, nor 
heard of her Name before flie was mention'd there. 

Mr. Stevens, We never ftirr'd from one another, but went along with the Marflial of the Kings-Bench 
to accompany my Lord Chief Juftice out of Town, as is ufual. 

Mr. Bar. Hatfj'ell, I thought it had been ufual for him to go but half of the way with my Lord Chief 

Juftice. r 

Mr. Rogers, They generally return back after they have gone half the way, but fome of the head Offi- 
cers go throughout. 

Mr. Stevens^ It was the firft Circuit after the Marflial came into his Office, and that's the reafon th, x 
Marflial went the whole vs'ay. 

ISlr. Bar. HatffeU, Did not you talk of her Courting-days being over ? 

Prtfoners, Not one word of it, we abfolutely deny it. 

Mr. Stevens, / never faw her. 

Mr. ^oneSy Mr. Marfan, did you ride in Boots? 

Mr. Mar/o«, Yes. 

Mr. ^ones, How came your Shoes to be wet ? 

Mr. Marfon, I had none. Call Mr. Heath, Mr. HH}2t, and Mr. Fojier. 

Mr. Marfan, Mr. Hiuu will you pleafe to acquaint my Lord and the Jury with what Difcourfe we had 
on Sunday Night before the Affizes at the Old l^vil Tavern at Te>n{;le Bar. 

Mr. Hunt, On Sunday night I happened to be in company with Mr. Mar,/o« and 3 or 4 more o^Cuford's 
Inn, and there was a Difcourfe of the Marfhall's attending my Lord Chief Juftice out of Town to Hert- 
ford, and Mr. Marfn faid, ft may be the Mar/hall m.-y require my u-ainting iijson him too j and the whole Com- 
pany being known to Mr. Marfjall, and there being a Difcourfe of Mr. MarjloalCs courtine of Mrs. Stout, 
faith one of the Company, If you do go to Hertford j^ra^y enquire after Mr. Marfhall\ M}Jhefs, and hrin^'us 
an account of her. 

Mr. 'Jones, Who was in company ? 

Mr. Hunt, There was Mr. Heath, Mr. Fofler, Mr. Marfon, Mr. Strvens, Mr. Bcvrr, and M. Marfhall. 

Mr. Miirfon, Now it was this Difcourfe that gave us occalion to talk of this Woman at Gurreys Houfe, 
which we did openly and haimlefly. Mr./orJhr^Vo you remember any thing of our talking of this Gen- 
tlewoman on Sunday Night ? 
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Mr. forjter^ Yes, I and they were talking that they fliould go to UcrtforA the next Day, t'^ wait on 
the Marfhall in complinunt to my Lord Chief Juftice, and go as far as Hertford j and there I'. ing a Re- 
port, rhat Mr. Marjijall courted this Woman, we put in a jclting way, f-*ray enquire after Mr. 'Sl.trjhatli^ 
^Mjirefs hoTs the "bAatch goes on, for there "d'as fame Ji'''a^ers between bint and the Company zi-ho fljotdd Ire ni xrricd frj} ^ 
and fo in a jocular way it went about, and Mr. Mrtr/o« or Mr. Stevens faid, Tkey '■j.-ould do thej^ endeavour: 
and they would enquire after the l^ady^ and <itvc as '^ood an account of her as they could. 

Mr. StevenSy If you pleafe, my Lord, we will call another to this purpole. 

Mr. Bar. Haf/i//, No, I think you need not, for it feems not material. 

Then Mr. Y\.an}{s was call'd. 

Mr. H<i»(Lf, I came as far as Waltham^s Crofs to wait upon my Lord Chief Juflice, I ftaid there till about 
4 or 5 a Clock, and then fet our for London, and I met with Mr. Marfm who importun'd me to go back 
with him to Hertfordy and accordmgly I did fo, and we came in about 7 or 8 at Night, and we enquired 
after the Marflial of the A'/wg'i Bench^ and where he had fet up his Horfes, and we found him 
in the Cof&e-Houfe juft by the Court and we went and fet up our Horfes, and came again to him, from 
thence we went to the Glove and Dolphin Tavern^ thefe 3 Gentlemen and the Marflial, and one Mr. 
'Ki*dkin came afterwards to us, and we ftaid till about 11 at the Glove and Dolphin. 

Mr. lXarfo»y Do you remember how we rid ? 

Mr. Vianksy Yes, very hard. 

Mr. Bar. Hatfelly What time did you come into the Tavern ? 

Mr. Haitksy Between 7 and 8 as I remember. 

Mr. Bar. Hatfelly And did you ftay there till paft 11? 

Mr. Hanksy Till about 1 1 , little more or lefs, we went away together in order to drink a Glals of 
Wine with them at their Lodging, but Mr. Kutl^n confidering that he was to drink a Glafs of Wine^ and 
lye with the Marflial, thought it would difturb the Marflial, fo faith he, I ivill not go /», but we faw 
them go into their Lodgings and returned to the jB«//, where we eat part of a Fowl, and I was never out 
of Mr. M^z>yc>«'sCompany all that time. 

Mr. MarfoMy When you took your leave of me, don't you remember that the Door was clapt too ? 

Mr. Mattl^Sy I can't remember that. 

Mr. Marfoity Mr. Gurry faith, I never went out after I came home. Mr. 'Rutl^iti pray give an account to 
my Lord and the Gentlemen of the Jury of what you know of my coming to Hertford. 

yir.Ktitkiit, My Lord, I came to wait on the Marflial of the Ki»gs BeHch to Hertfordy and when we 
■were come to Hertford we put up our Horfes at the Bully and made our felves a little clean, we went to 
Church, and din'd at the B«//,and then we walk'd in and about the Court and diverted our felves till a- 
bout 7 a Clock, and between 7 and 8 a Clock came Mr. Marfan and Dr. Hankj to Town, and then we a- 
^reed to go to the Dolphin and Glove to drink a Glafs of Wine, the Marflial went to fee an ancient Gen- 
tleman,and we went to the Dolphin and Glove and flaid there till paft 10 a Clock, and after the Reckoning 
vvas paid we went with them to their Lodging with a Defign to take a Glafs of Wine, but then I con- 
fider'd I vvas to lie with the Marflial, and for tnat reafon I refolv'd not to go in, but came away, and 
went to the Bull Intty and after I drank part of a Pint of Wine, and afterwards I went to the next Door 
to the Bull Inn where I lay with the Marflial. 

Mr. ^onesy What time did the Gentlemen go to their Lodging? 
Mr. Kutkjny I am not pofitive as to that, but I belive it vvas about it a Clock. 
Mr. Marfony If your Lordfliip pleafes now I'll call fome Perfons to give an Account of me. Mr. Cox. 
Mr. CoXy I have known Mr. marfon a long time, and had always a good Opinion of him, I don't be- 
lieve 5000 /. would tempt him to do fucha Fa£l. 

Mr. Marfon. Capt. Wifyl defire you would pleafe to fpeak what you know of me. 
Mr. CoKpery My Lord, becaufe thefe Gentlemen are Strangers in the Country, I think if in taking 




Court and gave his Evidence he went out in a triumphant manner, and boafted, that he by his manage- 
ment had done more againft thefe Gentlemen than all the Profecutors WitnefTes could do befidcs 5 to add 
to that I have another piece of Evidence that I have been juft acquainted with. My Lord, it is the Wi- 
dow Davh Gurreys Wives Sifter that I would call, 

Major "Lancy My Lord, I have known Mr. Marfon ever fince he vvas two years old, and never faw 
him but a civiliz'd Man in my life 5 he was well bred up among us, and I never faw him given to Dc« 
bauchery-in all my life. 

Mr. Bar. Hatfelly Where do you live? 

Major Lancy In Southivarl^ my Lord. 

Mr. Bar. Hat felly Well, what do you fay, Mrs. Dav^ ? 

Mrs. Drtw, I came to the Houfe where thefe Gentlemen lodg'd, I was in about half an Hour, and my 
Sifter ask'd me to air two or three Pair of Sheets 3 when I had air'd the Sheets flic ask'd me* to go up 
and help to lay them on, and before 1 had Uid them on, thefe Gentlemen came into the Room 

Mr. Bar. Hatfell, What Hoitf ? 



Mrs. D^v^r, 
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Mrs D^'j;;, By the time of my going oQt again I believe it might 1)C about Ten, or foinething betien 
and they drank three Quarts ofVVine, and they had fome Bread and Butter and Chefe carried up, 
and fo they went to Bed, and after my Brother went to fetch Mr Ga^e, that lay at his Houie, from 
Hockjefs. 

Mr Cou'^er, J only beg leave to obferve, that Gurriy denied that he went for him. 
Mr B. Hflt/e//, Ay, but this fignifies very little whether it be true or falle. 

Mrs Da^'/^, The next day after thefe Gentlemen were about the Town, and fhc faid, fne did believe 
they were come to clear a young man (a Miniiler's Son) that was tried at the Bar for robbing the mail j 
1 asked, Why fhe thought fo, Ihe faid file was fureof it, and / asked her how ftie could be lure of it, 
when Ihe was never toMfo J Why faid 1, then do they accufe thefe Gentlemen, they ought rather to 
take up the Gentleman that was with Mrs Stout's maid j and file faid, if they took up Mrs Sront's m#id, 
they fhould have never a V> itaefs. 

Mr B. Ratfelly Who was that that Was talking with Mrs StoUt's maid ? 

Mts Davis, 1 don't know, but fhe faid /he did not like their Adions, and therefore fhe ought to have 
been examined who fiic was with. , _ 

Capt. JViffy 1 have known Mr Marfan feveral Years, and he is a Perfon of as fair Reputation a« any in 
the Borough. _ ^ i i 

Mr R^-rt^ 1 ^ave been acquainted with Mr Marfan zo Years, he lives near the Houfe where 1 now do; 
he has i -eneral good Charadter among his Neighbours, for a fair man in his Praftice, aft honeft man,and 
a man oi j-ood Converfation. 

Mr B. Hrff/«V, Well Mr ^fftwf, What do you fay ? 

Mr Stevensy 1 defire Sir Robert y/ttfin to give an Account of me. 

Sir Robert Jufkt, 1 have known Mr Stevens many Years j his Brother is. Captain in a neighbouring Coun- 
ty, he is reckon'd not only an honefl: man in his rradVice, but has the general Charaflcr of a good-natur'd 
man j and he is fo far from being a Perfon likely to do fuch an Aftion, that for a younger Brother he was 
very well provided for j his Father left him looo/. and he is Clerk of the Papers, which is reputed worth 
loo /. Z'f*" and is in good Praftice befides. 

^uryntan^ I have known him feveral Years, and he hath the fame Reputation Sir Robert hath given 

him. . . 

Sir '^ohn Shav.\ I know Mr Stevens^ and his Brother Captain Stevens : As to this Gentleman, he hath al- 
ways behav'd himfelf well in our Country, and hath the Gharafler of an horieft Gentleman. 

yit Evans, 1 hav^ known him thefe eight Years, and to be a very civil Perfon, and well educated, 
and never heard but a good Character of him : 1 have alfO known Mr 'Marfan thefe Ten Years, and 
never faw any ill by him, and do believe, that he or the other would not have done fuch an ill thing to 
have gain'd this County. . , , 

Mr l^lenlovey My Lord, Mr SteveH: Was my Clerk, and bchav'd himfelf very honeflly with me. And 
fince that, I have kept i Correfpondence with him, and 1 believe he would not do fuch a thing for all 
the World. 

Mr B. tlaifel^i Call fbme body to fpeak for Mr Ro^fr;, if there be any. 

JAt EvanSy My Lord, Mr Rogers hath a general Charafter in Sauthvfarl^^ for a very honefi man. 
Mr Ro^ersi Pray call Mr Lygoe. 

Sir, pleafe to give m^ Lord and the Court an Account what you know of me. 

Mrhygoe^ My Lord, I have known all the 3 Gentlemen at the Bar, but particularly Mf Ro^frj and Mr 
Stevens from their infancy ; I have employ 'd them both in Bufinefs feveral times, and always found them 
fair Prafticers, and believe neither of fhem would be guilty of doing an ill AQ:. 

Mr Rogersy Call Mr Thtirlhy. 

Sir, Pray give the Court an Account how 1 behaved my felf in your Service. 
Mr'B.H^f/f//, Come^ Mr Tfcf<r/^'_y, What do you fay of Mr Ro^f« ? 

Mr Thurlbyy My Lord, Mr Rogers lived with me about eight Years, in which time I frequently trufted 
him with very great Sum's of mony ; I ever found him juft and faithful, and can't believe that any mony 
could tempt him to do an A£l of this kind. 

Mr '^onesy My Lord, we rnuft infift upon it, that Mr Cowper hath given a different Evidence now from 
-what he did before the Coroner ; for there he faid he never knew any DHrailion or Love-fit, or other 
occafion fhe had to put her upon this extravagant Adion. Now here he comes and would have the whole 
Scheme turn'd upon a Love-fit. Call ^ahn Mafon Qwho ivas Sworn) 

Mr B. Hat fell. What do you fay. Sir, to this matter ? 

Mr Stouty \Vhen Mr Coufer was examined before the Coroner, he was asked, if he knew any rcafon 
why fhe fhould do fuch a Thing, and he faid. She was a very modeft' Woman, and he knew no caufe 
why file fhould do fuch a Thing as thi^. ^^ohn Mafon, Was you by when Mr Coivper gave Evidence be- 
fore the Coroner. 

MafoMy Yes. 

Mr What did he fay ? 

Maftn^ He faid he did not know any thmg was the Caojfe of it, but fiie was a very modef^ Per- 

Mr yone'y Was he upon his Oath ? 

]Wrt/o«, Ye*, He was. ... 

Mr B. Hatfel/y When did he fay this ? 

Mafon, 'Twas the fame Day that ihe was found. 

Mr 'Jones, Did they ask him any Queftion, if he knew any Perfon that fhe was in lore with ? 
Mafon, He faid he knew but of one, and his Name was Marjhall, and Mr Marf.^all told him, that he was 
always repulfsd by her. 

Mr StoHt, 
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Mr dtout^ I AcCiTC ^ohrt Jriher TOay be ask'd the fame Qucftion, (vhQ vas Svoru) 

Mr Jones^ Was you prefent with the Coroner's Jnquelt ? 
Archer^ Yes.' 

Mr "Jones, Was Mr. Cov:^er examined by them ? 
Archer ^ Yes, he was. 

Mr Jones^ What did he fay concerning Mrs Stout then ? 

AfLhei\ They ask'd him, if he knew any occafion for Mrs Stov.i\ Death, and he faid he koew nothing 
of it, or ot any Letters. 

Mr Cov:per^ Then / muft call over the whole Coroner's Jnqueli to prove the contrary. 
Mr Baron Hatfell, Did they ask him concernmg any Letters ? 

Archer^ They asked him , if he knew of any thing that might be the Occafion of her ~ 
Death. 

Mr Baron Hatfefl, I ask you again. If they asked him if he knew of any Letters ? 
Archer, My Lord, I don't remember that. 

Mr Stout, I would have called fome of the Coroner s Iri^ueft, but I was ftopt in it. 
'Juryman, We have taken Minutes of what has pa fSd. if your Lordfhip pleafe, we will with- 
draw. 

Mr Baron HatfeU, They muft make an end firft. 

Mr Jones, If your Lord/hip pleafe, we will call one Witnefs to falfifie one piece of their Evidence, and 
that IS one Widow Larkjn. (jVho was Sworn) 

Mr J^yies, Do you remember one Mr Kutl{jns being at your Houfe ? 
harkin. Yes. 

Mr Joaes, At what time did he come in ? 

l^arkjn. Between 9 and 10 ot the Clock. 

Mr Jones, Was the Marfhal then in the Houfe ? 

harkji^. No, the Marfhal did not come till near an Hour after. 

Mr Jones, Did not he go out afterwards ? 

harkjn. Not that 1 know of. 

Mr Kutkjus, I am fatisfied it was paft 11 when I came in. 

Mr B. Hatfelif It is likely it may be true, for I believe they did not keep very good Hours at 
that time- 
Mr Stout^ I defire to call fome W^itnefles to my Sifler's Reputation, 

Mr Jones, My Lord, they would call WitnefTes to this Gentlewoman's Reputation 5 I believe the 
whole Town would attfft for that, that fhe was a Woman of a good Reputation 5 indeed they have 
produced fome Letters without a Name, but if they infift upon any thing againft her Reputation wc 
muft call our Witnefles. 

Mr B Hatfellf I believe no body difputes that, fhe might be a vertuous Woman, and her Brains might 
be turned by her FalTion or fome Diftemper. 

Gentlemen of the Jury, you have heard a very long Evidence I am fure that you can't expert that I 
fhould furam it up fully 5 but 1 will take notice of fome things to you, that I think are moft material 
and if I omit any thing that is material, I would defire Mr Jones (that is Council for the King) and Mr 
Conifer, to put me in mind of it. 

The Indiflment againft the'Prifoners at the Bar, is for a very great Crime, it is for Murther, which is 
one of the moft horrid of all Crimes : You are to confider firft. What Evidence you have heard to prove 
it j and tho' there be no dire£l Proof, you are to confider what is Circumftantial. 

They do begin with Sarah Walker, who was Mrs Sarah Stent's maid 5 and jfhe tells you, That Mr Cowper, 
when he came to this Town upon Monejay the 13th of March laft, came to Mrs Stout's Houfe and dined 
there, and went away about four of the Clock in the Afternoon 3 but fhe tells you, that the Friday be- 
fore, there came a Letter from Mr Cowper's Wife to Mrs Stout, to let hei know, that Mr Cowfer would 
come and lodge at their Houfe at Hertford at the Affizes, fo that when he came, fhe thought that he had 
intended to have done according to that Letter. She faith, that after Dinner Mr Cowper went away, and 
came again at 9 at Night, and there he fupp'd, he was defired fo to do (and indeed had been invited to 
Dinner alfo that day) and fhe doth fay, that after Supper there was a Fire made in his Chamber (for 
this young Gentlewoman Mrs Stout^ preft him to he at their Houfe) and fhe ordered the maid to warm 
his Bed, and I believe, fays fhe, Mr Cowper heard her fay fo, for he was nearer to her than Jat that time j 
and he doth not deny, but that he heard it 5 (he fays, that accordingly fhe went up to warm the Bed, 
and having ftaid there a while, fhe heard the Door clap, and when fhe came down into the Parlour, where 
Ihe h.id left them, they were both gone, and that fhe could not tell what the meaning of it was, and 
they waited for her all Night, old Mrs Stout and this maid, and fhe did not come in alfNight, nor was 
afterwards feen alive. But Mr Cowper was the laft Pcrfon feen in her Company. jl 

The other WitnefTes that came afterwards fpeak concerning the finding of the Body in the Rwer 
and tell you in what Pofhire it was : I fhall not undertake to give you the particulars of their Evidence*' 
but they tell you flie lay on her right fide, the one Arm up even with the Surface of the Water, and 
her Body under the Water, but fome of her Cloaths were above the Water, particularly one fays the 
Ruffles of her left Arm were above the Water; You have heard alfo what the Dodors and Surgeons 
faid on the one fide, and the other concerning the fwimming and finking of dead Bodies in the Wa- 
ter but / can find no certainty in it, and / leave it to your confideration. 

Another Circumftance they build on, and which feems to be material, is of her Belly being lank,and 
that rhere was no fwelling 5 whereas, fay they, when a Perfon is drowned, there is a great deal of 
VWiter goes in, and makes the Belly to iwell ; but here was no fwelling that morning flie was take^i 

out^ 
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twty and no Water camt out of her Mouth and Noftrils, only a little Froth tliere war, and hei Belly was 
lank, but fay they, on the other fide, that may very well be, for perhaps flie might be choaked immedi- 
ately, as foon as fhe was in the Water, and, fay they, you may not wonder at that, for if (he went to 
drown her felf, fhe would endeavour to be choaked as foon as flie could, for thofe Perfons that are 
crowned againft their own confent do fwallow a great deal of Water, but thofe that drown themlelves, 
don't fwallow much Water, for they are choaked immediately by the Water going into the Windpipe, 
that we commonly call going the wrong way. The Dodors and Surgeons have talk'd a great deal to 
this purpofe, and of the Water's going mto the Lungs or the Thorax, but unlefs you have more skill in 
Anatomy than I, you won't be much edify 'd by it, 1 acknowledge I never fludied Anatomy, but I per- 
ceive that the Dodlors do differ in their Notions about thefe things, but as to matter of Fad, its agreed 
to by all the Witneffes for the King, that her Body was lank, her Belly was thin, and there was no fign 
of any Water to be in it. They, on the other fide tell you, that her Stays was on, and flae was ilrait- 
laced, and that might occafion her Belly's being fo fmall, and hinder the Water from going in. 

Gentlemen, I was very much puzzled in my Thoughts, and was at a lofs to find out what inducement 
there could be to draw in Mr Co-ju^er^ or thefe 5 othef Gentlemen, to commit fuch a horrid barbarous 
Murder. And on the other hand, 1 could not imagin what there fhould be to induce this Gentlewo- 
man, who is a Perfon of a plentiful Fortune, and a very fober good Reputation, to deflroy her felf. 

Now Gentlemen, I mufl confefs the Evidence that the Defendants have given by thefe Letters, if you 
believe them to be this Gentlewoman's Hand-writing, do feem to fortifie all that Mr Coufirs WitnefG s 
have faid concerning her being melancholy, it might be a Lovw'-Difirailion, and fhe might have been a 
vfrtuous Woman for all that, for it might be a Diftemper which came upon her, and turned her Brains, 
and difcompofed her Mind, and then no wonder at her writing thus, in a manner different from the reft 
of the Aftions of her life. Gentlemen, you are to confider and weigh the Evidence, and I will not trou- 
ble you any more about that matter. As to thefe 5 other Gentlemen that came here to this Town at the 
time of the lafl Aflizes, what there is againfl them you have heard, they talk'd at their Lodging at a 
ilrange rate concerning this Mrs Sarah Stout^ faying. Her Bufinefs is done, and that there was an end of 
her Courting-days, and that a Friend of theirs was even with her by this time. What you can make of 
it, that 1 muft leave to you, but they were very ftrange Expreffions, and you are to judge whether they 
were fpoken in jefl, as they pretend, or in earneft. There was a Cord found in the Room, and a Bun- 
dle feen there, but I know not what to make of it. As to Mrs Stoitt^ there was no fign of any Circle a- 
bout her Neck, which, as they fay, mufl have been if fhe had been ftrangled. Some Spots there were, 
but it is fait! poffibly thofe might be occafioned by rubbing againft fome Piles or Stakes in the River. 
Truly, Gentlemen, thefe 5 Men by their talking have given great caufe of Sufpicion, but whether they 
or Mr Cow^fr, are Guilty or no, that you are to determin. .lamfenfible I have omitted many things, 
but I am a little faint, and cannot repeat any more of the Evidence. 

^tiry. We have taken minutes, my Lord. 

Mr B. Hatjelly Well then Gentlemen, go together, and confider your Evidence, and I pray God dlrcSt 
foM in giving your Verdift ? 

Then one was Sworn to keep the Jury ; and in about half an hour the Jury returned, 
CI. of Arr. Gentlemen, are you all agreed in your Verdi£l ? 
QmneSy Yes. 

CI of Arr.' Who fhall fay for you ? 

OmneSy Foreman. . ^ 

C/. of Arr. Spencer Coufery Hold up thy Hand (which he did) look upon tfie frifoner 3 how fay you ? 
Is he guilty of the Felony and Murder whereof he ftands Indi£led, or not guilty ? 
Foreman^ Not guilty. 

In like manner the Jury did give their Verdid, that john Ma^'for?, EUis Sffphem, and inil'uim Ro^.'r;#s(e 
not guilty. v 
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1 he Examination of Jchi Mmfo//, taken betore mc this 7 th day of Aprily 1699. 



^Ih'isfioould haxe been inserted in fa^e :6, 

Wilo being examined where he was on Monday the 13111 of March laft, faith, that he 
was at the liurrough of 3b?/r/rtmr^ (he being an Attorney of the laid Court) till 
pafcfour of the Clock in the Afternoon; and faith, that he fer out from Soutbwrirkioi 
Hart ford foon-dftev, and came to Hartford about 8 of the Clock the fame Afternoon, 
and put up his Horle at the 5ign of an Inn there, and then went to the H wd 

andGlove^ together with Godfrey Gimbartj ¥Jc[; tllii Sie've?u\, Willia?n kogery^ andfbme 
others, where" they ftaidtill about eleven of the Clock at Night, and t;:en this Exami- 
nant went thence diredly to tiie Houle o( Juhn Gurrey^ with the faid Stevens and Ro- 
gers^ who lay all together in the laid Gurrcfs Houfe all that Night. And* being a^ked 
what he laid concerning the fiid Mrs v&m^ ^rt*/^? decealed, this Examinant iaith, that on 
Sunday the 12 th of March laft, this Examinant being in Company with one Mr. J ho/nas . 
Marjhall, and telling him that this Examinant intended the next day for Hartford with 
the Marlhal of the Kings Bench^ the faid Thomas Marjhall defired this Examinant and 
the faid Stevens, who was then alfo in Company, that they would go and fee the faid 
Sarah Stout (his vSweet-heart). He confeffeth that he did ask thefaid Surrey if he would 
Ihew this Examinant where the faid Stout lived, telling the faid Gurrey that his Name 
was Marjhall, and asked him if he never heard of him before, and jocularly faid that he 
would go to fee her the next Morning ; but doth not believe that he faid any thing that 
any Friend was even with the faid Sarah Stout, or to fuch Hke effed. And doth confefs 
that he did the next day, upon the iix6. Gurrey s telling him that the (aid Stout was drown- 
ed, fay, that he would keep his Word, and would fee her. And faith, that meeting 
with Mr. Cowfer (who is this Examinants acquaintance) he believes he did talk with 
him concerning the faid Stoufs being drowned, this Examinant having feen her Body that 
Morning. 

^ohnMarfon, 

Ccfft. Die & Ami 

J- Holt 
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